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Six new 
Reserves! 

Gosling, Marsh Lake 
Philip Gosling, one of the first to help secure a route for the Bruce 
Trail has donated his Marsh Lake property. This shallow lake is one 
of Manitoulin’s best habitats for the Sandhill Crane. His 58-acre 
property covers the middle half of the Lake. Ontario’s Ministry of 
Natural Resources owns the west quarter.   
 
Some may know Philip from his real estate activities near Guelph. 
Others may remember that he started the Wellington Brewery. This 
should be our Conservancy’s beer of choice! 
 
Last winter, we visited the property from the east during a raging 
blizzard at minus 27 degrees. All you could see were frozen wetlands 
and a few trees on the big peninsula. This summer, Bob had a much 
better evening on the land.  Approaching from the south, we found a 
beautiful alvar and got a good look at the shoreline of that same 
peninsula. Thank you, Philip 

Photo: Roy Jeffery, thanks! 

Celebrating  
Mrs. Budd’s great 
conservation agreement 
last July. Thirty people     
celebrated her shoreline, 
alvar and 200 plant 
species 



The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or 
scenic interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species 
or natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research 
and educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public 
about conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and 
wildlife of the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low 
impact, ecologically sustainable recreational opportunities which 
complement and do not substantially conflict with this objective. 
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Potential projects, perhaps you can help. 
 

Poole Lake, near South Bay Mouth: 400 acres of important     
wetland and most of the lake’s shoreline is available for half of its 
value; less than $100,000. 
 

Archie’s Lake: Home of more than 3,000 Sandhill Cranes, near 
Spring Bay, this 180 acre wetland property with about a quarter of 
the lake’s shoreline is available for $117,000, well below its 
$159,000 list price. 
 

Cape Hurd: Right between our eight properties at the Cape, this 
99-acre property is available for $99,000. It has great wetland and 
cedar forest. 
 

Shouldice Lake: EBC has been offered this 250-acre property 
adjoining not only the Lake, but also the Bruce National Park and 
NCC’s Davis alvar. This is an open cedar forest with rock out-
crops. Can you help us find $80,000, about a third of the value? 
That’s all we need. 
 

Zinkan Cove: This 100-acre property is available to us for 
$130,000. It would extend our 1090-acre Sadler Creek Reserve 
right out to Lake Huron. Much of this land is within the same 
provincially significant wetland protected by EBC and the North 
American Native Plant Society. Massassauga lovers can protect 
habitat here. Great shorebirds. 

Ivor Simmons 
 

In 2006, Ivor Simmons donated the funding for EBC to acquire a 
choice nature reserve near Caledon East. Now, after about three 
years helping EBC as secretary and coordinator of our 
stewardship program, director Ivor has decided to spend more 
time travelling, birding, visiting the family and sailing.  
 
We certainly appreciate the thousands of hours Ivor spent, even 
helping put stamps on envelopes, folding Precipice and pulling 
tires out of gullies. Unfortunately, running EBC involves lots of 
repetitive work. Ivor never complained. 
 
The stewardship of our properties evolved under Ivor’s tenure to 
actually being managed, not haphazard as before. Thank you 
Ivor, for all that cheer and encouragement. I hope your schedule  
will  open up enough to help us pull the wagon again.  

Nobel Laureate 
Summers on Manitoulin 
Elinor Ostrom, recent Noble prize winner for Economics, 
summers frequently on Manitoulin’s south shore with her husband. 
In September 2009 EBC acquired 81 acres of their property on the 
Island. This is a great addition to our reserve east of Providence 
Bay and among other great species it has Pitcher’s Thistle, one of 
Ontario’s rarest plants. I enjoyed meeting the Ostroms a few years 
ago in their cozy cottage on the shore. We appreciate their periodic 
donations to EBC.                          Congratulations Elinor!  
 

As the first woman to receive the Nobel prize in Economics, she 
has focused her research on common pool resources. Elinor starts 
with the “Tragedy of the Commons”, a term meaning� that when a 
group of people collectively own a resource, individuals acting in 
their personal self-interest will inevitably overtax and destroy the 
resource. Elinor has observed that local communities with solid 
internal institutions and self-governance can manage their 
common resources sustainably. She describes the advantages of 
locally managing resources versus privatization as a solution to 
environmental degradation. She sets out examples of successful 
community  management and ways communities can make 
decisions effectively. Her contributions have certainly made 
students, academics, environmentalists, politicians and decision-
makers worldwide reflect on the best strategies to manage 
common natural resources.   

Archie’s Lake Crane habitat, picture from Roy Jeffery 



Precipice - Newsletter of the Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Fall 2009 - Number 26                                                  Page 3 

Minister Donna Cansfield 
met with Bob Barnett at the Ontario Land 
Trust Alliance Conference in Barrie on 
October 29th. EBC has met with MNR staff 
twice recently to encourage transparency in 
grant awards, spreading the funding more 
widely, changes to property tax exemptions, 
conservation severances and improving the 
Conservation Land Act. Peter Carson of OLTA assured us he 
would help with this. The Ministry announced that five land 
acquisition grants were successful among forty applications. 

 

Donations  Shortly after our newsletter went out last Spring, 
we got an anonymous donation of $3,000. A few months later we 
innocently opened our mail and found a further cheque from the 
same donor for $25,000. Gail Worth who has donated before, 
also presented us with $25,000. After Mrs. Budd’s opening on 
Manitoulin, Kathleen Brown gave us $10,000 to carry on with 
our Manitoulin projects. Each of these donations allowed us to 
create a new reserve. Susanne Speidel from Brampton bicycled to 
work for months and saved her bus fare to buy land. So far she’s 
donated $600. All of our supporters thank you! 

 Dewar Shore 
EBC has managed to conserve 81 acres with another 500 metres 
of Manitoulin south shore right beside the reserve we acquired 
in 2005 just east of Providence Bay.  Thank you, Roy Jeffery 
for sending us this aerial shot.  We look forward to the challenge 
of looking after the rare Pitcher’s Thistle found here, but the bad 
news is we have a mortgage requiring us to pay $10,000 a year 
for each of the next five years. On this reserve we now have a 
full kilometre of our 12.5 km of Huron shore.  

 Sarah Harmer Concert 
 

On September 27th EBC worked with PERL 
(Protect Escarpment Rural Lands) to present the 

second annual Sarah Harmer fundraising concert. Special guest 
group Great Big Sea from Newfoundland, together with Sarah’s 
group made it a great afternoon of music and networking. Four 
hundred guests and thousand-dollar auction items helped raise 
money to protect Mount Nemo through enforcing the rules, 
improved zoning and new regulations aimed at a community 
vision of protecting the environment of this important area.  Saving Taxes Keith Thomson has prepared a great 

presentation explaining how families with taxable assets in  their 
estates like RRSPs, securities and second homes can protect their 
family from “death” taxes. Last September in Toronto, forty two 
of our members joined us for appetizers, dessert and ideas . You 
can arrange your affairs so you get more to live on, leave more for 
your family and leave a charitable legacy. We will meet again 
at the Stone Tree in Owen Sound on December 3. Call us if 
you can attend or call Keith for advice at 416-681-7152. 

Upper photo: Roy Jeffery 

Did you Know? EBC sequesters 70,000 
tonnes of CO2 in our 1.6 million trees every year. 
That’s equivalent to the CO2  produced by about  3,500 families . 

Opening our  Red Deer 
Village property  

 

Trillium application  Trillium wanted us to present a Grey 
Bruce project team for the Greenway grant so the Grey Association 
for Better Planning with Peggy Hutchison has generously agreed to 
lead the application. They have been major proponents of more ef-
fective zoning regulations and control of  water taking. The         
application went back in on November 1st. Our plan is to help  
landowners find ways to save money for improving the Grey Bruce 
forest. There are many ways to cut your property taxes, get grants to 
improve ecological sensitivity, and  protect your land from          
development. Our group has identified five most important areas 
called “Priority Stewardship Areas” for concentrated effort. We’ll 
hire a local coordinator to find places where we can meet          
landowners, distribute self-help brochures, hold workshops and 
even go door-to-door to get people involved.  We look forward to 
this  partnership with GABP and a number of other groups. Our 
first priorities are the Greenoch to Teeswater and Markdale to        
Chatsworth corridors.  
 

We have also submitted 
grant applications to the 
federal EcoAction and 
provincial Species at 
Risk programs. 



Marg Gaviller  
Marg inherited a very special property from her father at Irish Lake. The 
main ecological feature of this 100-acre property is the extensive Saugeen 
wetland at the east end. Marg has granted EBC a conservation agreement 

that will ensure the property never has more than one residence and is never severed., never 
hunted and never becomes a gravel pit or golf course. Thank you, Marg for ensuring this 
land is never developed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Misery Bay One of our priorities is helping to 
draw together protected areas. The province’s Misery 
Bay Provincial Park and Mac’s Bay Nature Reserve 
on Manitoulin’s south shore are almost joined. 
Nature Conservancy and Ontario Heritage Trust own 
land between the parks. EBC has joined the party by acquiring both a 50-acre and 
a 25-acre reserve attached on one side to the park. These gaps of White Cedar 
and wetland have now been filled. 
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Pentengore River 
The Pentengore cuts deep gorges 
through Kincardine. EBC has just 
acquired a 1.3-acre property right in 
town, part of the town’s trail system. Bob spotted this property a year 
ago and figured this creek and wetland had limited development 
potential. A generous donation made this acquisition possible. We hope 
you will visit this new reserve right on Kincardine Street. 


