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Six new 
Reserves! 

Macdonald, Saugeen River 
Jim and June Macdonald have donated half of their farm to protect 
over a kilometre of the South Saugeen. They severed off the oxbow 
shaped River and its steeply sloped banks from the table-land after 
drawn-out discussions with the Wellington land division committee. 
This is a C shaped lot which includes the ANSI lands while leaving 
the farmland intact. The severed parcel, our first reserve in 
Wellington, is only accessible across a right of way.   
 
Protecting the floodplain in this way offers the opportunity to rejoin 
lands naturally associated by topography and overcome the strictures 
of the 100 acre grid laid down by the surveyors. 
 
We thank Jim and June for their generous donation and their 
patience as the process ground on. Special thanks are also due to the 
County of Wellington staff like Linda Redmond and Jim Penner at 
Saugeen Conservation. 



The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or 
scenic interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species 
or natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research 
and educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public 
about conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and 
wildlife of the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low 
impact, ecologically sustainable recreational opportunities which 
complement and do not substantially conflict with this objective. 
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Potential projects, perhaps you can help. 
 

Poole Lake, near South Bay Mouth: 400 acres of important     
wetland and most of the lake’s shoreline is available for half of its 
value; less than $100,000. 
 

Archie’s Lake: Home of more than 3,000 Sandhill Cranes, near 
Spring Bay, this 180 acre wetland property with about a quarter of 
the lake’s shoreline is available for $117,000, well below its 
$159,000 list price. 
 

Cape Hurd: Right between our eight properties at the Cape, this 
99-acre property is available for $99,000. It has great wetland and 
cedar forest. 
 

Shouldice Lake: EBC has been offered this 250-acre property 
adjoining not only the Lake, but also the Bruce National Park and 
NCC’s Davis alvar. This is an open cedar forest with rock out-
crops. Can you help us find $80,000, about a third of the value? 
That’s all we need. 
 

Zinkan Cove: This 100-acre property is available to us for 
$130,000. It would extend our 1090-acre Sadler Creek Reserve 
right out to Lake Huron. Much of this land is within the same 
provincially significant wetland protected by EBC and the North 
American Native Plant Society. Massassauga lovers can protect 
habitat here. Great shorebirds. 

Trail Guide  
 

EBC has now published a trail guide with a full page map of each 
of Manitoulin’s 20 trails covering about 130 kilometres in total. 
The ring bound books include a summary of the ecological 
features, directions, info about the route and a history of the trail 
and/or land acquisition. We hope this will be a valuable 
contribution to tourism on the Island. As more trails emerge, you 
can add them in. 
 
Various groups have contributed trails to Manitoulin. Three are 
on first nations land and four more are on municipal property. 
Often the trails were built by dedicate volunteers. EBC thanks its 
volunteers, particularly Roy Jeffery, for all their work. Roy has 
built a great trail around his own property at McLean Mountain. 
 
Manitoulin Trails were featured in Doors Open Ontario.  

EBC enlarges  
“The Commons” 
Elinor Ostrom, recent Noble prize winner for Economics, has 
started Bob Barnett thinking about the disjunct between 
conventional economics and the world we live in. Bob has spoken 
with Provincial Finance Minister Dwight Duncan since the 
environment contributes so much to our economy and its loss is 
rarely considered in the calculation of project feasibility. The 
commons is everything from the air we breathe, the water we 
share, the viewscapes we see and our access to places like the 
Niagara Escarpment. Unfortunately they are considered 
“externalities” and rarely counted when project costs and benefits 
are netted out. Hydro One refused to count these impacts, despite 
the urging of a citizen’s committee reviewing the impact of the 
Kincardine to Milton transmission line. MNR recommended they 
omit this calculation in favour of an old fashioned subjective 
assessment. MNR has just issued its new Natural Heritage 
Reference Manual. Perhaps this new procedure will prevent 
development in sensitive areas and turn around the “gravel first” 
bias in recent decision-making. Perhaps it will point toward a 
regime where we acquire habitat to protect nature and away from 
our reliance on secrecy and conservation officers to protect nature. 
Bob’s recent trip to Australia showed that governments can protect 
nature using vast nature reserves only a few kilometres from 
Sydney and Melbourne. Even the cities themselves are contorted 
around  huge reserves within the urban area. We can do that here! 

Shouldice Lake beside Bruce Peninsula National Park 
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Manitoulin Hiking 
Guide  
EBC’s new guidebook is as close as 
your phone. Call for this pocket-sized 
but powerful guide. Twenty trails to 
explore.  
 
If you want a special member’s deal  
phone Bargain Bob at 1-888-815-9575 
or email rbarnett@escarpment.ca 

 

Marcus Ginder’s Idea Marcus has developed a plan to 
conserve land through collective ownership in concert with EBC. 
He is looking for a few individuals to join with him to both     
protect land in the Singhampton area and to allow you and your 
family a place to visit.  If you own land or would like to get more 
info about his approach, please give him a call at 416-536-8182. 

 Adams Reserve 
Jack Adams has given EBC a 39 acre reserve at Cameron Lake 
to remember his wife Dorothy. She was present at our first 
meeting to discuss the reserve. This C shaped parcel wraps 
around the cottage Jack retains. The land contains almost a   
kilometre of national park boundary and the Cameron Lake 
Dunes ANSI with bioherms (coral reefs), deciduous forest and a 
good stand of Eastern White Cedar. This will be a great way to      
remember the Adams family and their generations of             
contribution to life in Tobermory.  

 OLTA and CLTA  

EBC is pleased to announce that the Ontario 
Land Trust Alliance awarded EBC $20,000 in 
grants to cover a portion of our acquisition costs 

for projects featured in this and the last issue of Precipice. We 
thank them and their primary funder, MNR, for this generous 
contribution. The Canadian Land Trust Alliance, through a similar, 
but smaller program with the federal government, generously 
provided $4,000. This allows EBC to carry on with more 
appraisals and the legal work to accept more donations  

Saving Taxes: Avalon Funds offers our members a 
new way to donate to our conservation work using a “Secured 
Endowment Bonds”. Backed by Life Insurance Policies, the bond 
matures in 2018. When donated (probably this year), the donor 
gets a tax receipt for 65% of the face value which is the purchase 
cost. In six subsequent years, the donor would donate  the bond 
coupons worth 5.85% annually. At maturity in 2018, the donor 
would get a further tax receipt for 35% of the face value. Each 
bond is backed by a portfolio of life insurance policies worth no 
less than 135% of the face value. Thus, the donor pays 65%, and 
gets receipts for 135.10% over the next eight years. We receive 
135.10% over the next eight years. This would allow us to build 
our endowment fund! Several alternative Secured Endowment 
Bond gifts can also be arranged.  
 

Call Bob Barnett at 1-888-815-9575. 

Did you Know? EBC sequesters 70,000 
tonnes of CO2 in our 1.6 million trees every year. 
That’s equivalent to the CO2  produced by about  3,500 families . 

Gord Edwards 
exploring his new 
property with his 
daughter. 

 
 
 

Gord Edwards has donated a conservation agreement on a 
100-acre property on top of Kemble Mountain. Most of the land is 
forested with mixed hardwoods, particularly Sugar Maple on     
shallow soil over limestone. The forest has a good understorey of 
ferns and spring flowers. The agreement allows no residence and 
Gord tore down the former farmhouse.  
 

Linda Edwards has granted EBC a conservation agreement 
on her 39-acre property beside their house in Chatsworth. They   
purchased this wetland to protect it from tree cutting and hunting. 
 

Gord and Linda have now donated three agreements with 270 
acres and provided  
funding to secure another 
property next door to 
their Lindenwood       
reserve. 



Gunter Springer plants 135,000 trees 
Gunter has honoured EBC by placing conservation agreements on two more properties in the Chatsworth area. Since 
retiring as a mining engineer and  more recently as a farmer near Meaford, Gunter has been buying up  low quality 
farmland to replant in trees. Gunter 

and Vicky have made a huge contribution to linking 
up forests and sequestering increasing amounts of 
carbon. With the creation of their fourth and fifth 
reserves, 
the 
Springers 
have 
become a 
major 
force in 
Grey 
County.  

 

Conger’s Creek Our new 50-acre reserve, 
created by conservation agreement, adds to NCC’s 
Galbraith reserve and EBC’s Campbell Brothers 
property. Just south of Chatsworth, this strip will 
allow cedar regeneration and planting to restore the ecological integrity destroyed when a 
developer stripped the timber before subdividing the former fishing club property. We very 
much appreciate Gunter’s determination and hard bargaining with the vendor . 
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Springer Moore 
This 86-acre agreement changes a former farm and gravel pit into a gracious 
new reserve with 45,000 new trees to complement the existing woodlot and 
stream with its associated wetland. EBC was please to receive a contribution 
of $3,000 toward this project from the Growing the Margins conference in 
London in March. The delegates sequestered the carbon from their travel in 
Gunter’s new trees. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

June 12: Join Roy Jeffery at 
McLean’s Mountain, west of Little 
Current  for this Open Doors Ontario 
event.  See the site of the proposed wind 
generators. (On June 13, meet at Lewis 
Twin Peaks at 1:00) 
 

June 26: EBC’s AGM at 
2:00 pm at Gunter and Vicky’s home, 
#743100 10th Sideroad, 1 km east of 
Highway 6 and 5 km south of 
Chatsworth. Celebrate two new reserves 
 

July 10: Hike with Bob Barnett at 
Manitoulin’s Cup and Saucer at 10:30 
for this Open Doors Ontario event. 
 

August 14: Jack Adams will 
open his new reserve in memory of his 
wife Dorothy. Meet at 2:00 on the 
Cameron Lake Road, a half kilometre 
east of Highway 6. 
 

September 18: Join us at our 
new Macdonald reserve at 11:00 for a 
ceremony and a hike through the 
property along the Saugeen River. West 
of Mount Forest on 89, then north on the 
Minto/Normanby Townline to Given 
Road. Go west to Bell Road and north to 
the reserve.   


