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 EBC is the 4th biggest land 
trust in Canada (among 148)  
 

Environment and Climate Change Canada 
announced at our Canadian Land Trust 
Conference that EBC was fourth on the list 
of land trusts in terms of land added 
through the EcoGift program. Ahead of us 
were Nature Conservancy, Ducks 
Unlimited and the Southern Alberta Land 
Trust. EBC is second in Ontario after NCC.  
 
The 140 attendees from British Columbia 
to Nova Scotia enjoyed three days of 
presentations and discussion on current 
conservation practice. Liv and Shannon 
joined me meeting people from all over the 
country doing the same things in different 
ways. It was great to catch up with so 
many old friends.  
A few of us cut the cake to celebrate 
OLTA’s 20th anniversary. 

EBC is celebrating our 25th 
anniversary on December 6th.  
 
We do have a lot to celebrate. I remember that 
night at Joe Tomato’s in Owen Sound when we 
decided we needed a land trust to protect the 
whole Escarpment ecosystem. The Vansickle 
reserve in Dyers Bay has grown to 214 because 
YOU MADE IT HAPPEN! 

6 new reserves,  

1,331 new acres (5.4 sq km) 
now we protect…. 

21,139 acres (85.6 sq km) 

Barrie Island Trail …..….….Page 2 
Davidson, Kemble.............. Page 3 
Ottewell………….....…….… Page 5 
Wark agreement......….…… Page 5 
Nottawasaga 2  ………….. .. Page 5 
Pike Bay & Pine Lake…..... Page 6 

 

 

Pike Bay 
wetlands 
have now 
been 
protected 
as we 
hoped …. 
See page 
6  

Barrie Island 
shoreline is now 
protected and 
open for 
walking…… 
See page 2 
We thank the 
Runnalls family 



 
 

Barrie Island Runnalls is our huge new reserve right 
on the Niagara Escarpment and right on the Huron shore. You 
will soon get to walk the new 5 km trail out to the point along the 
top and back by the shore. Roy Jeffery and Sean O’Hare have 
marked out the route. It’s open now, just take the causeway past 
the airport, drive north on 5th SR, then east on East Line to the 
signs and new parking lot. You’ll get to walk past the cows 
grazing in the field and out over the North Channel. We 
especially thank Lewis and Elizabeth Runnalls for making a 
huge donation to make all this possible. 

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or scenic 
interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species or 
natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research and 
educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public about 
conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and wildlife of 
the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low impact, ecologically 
sustainable recreational opportunities which complement and do not 
substantially conflict with this objective. 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
  For help with...            Please contact... 
  Land, general       Bob Barnett         (416) 960-8121 
  Chair        Saba Ahmad       (416) 225-0741 
  Newsletter        Bob Barnett        (416) 960-8121 
  Vice Chair              Jo-Ann Davis      (647)-880-0488 
  Secretary               varies 
  Treasurer              Ted Cowan         (416)-960-8121 
  Freer Point        Roy Jeffery         (705)-368-3377 
  Alvar Bay        Catherine Lake   (416) 906-9911  
  Social Media        Hannah Jowett   (416) 960-8121                                                                            
  Bruce/Manitoulin     Liv Callo            (416)-960-8121           
  Grey/Simcoe           Shannon            (416) 960-8121 
                                  MacDonald 

WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 
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Why your $100 donation grows: 
1. We  plan to purchase 2,936 acres for $5,231,000 ($1,781 

per acre).  
2. After grant contributions, EBC’s cost is only $500,000 or 

$170 per acre. $50 of your gift buys 0.29 acres worth  
$1,781/.29= $516 

3. We expect to add 1,680 further acres worth $4,531,000 
from land donors to match the funding contribution from 
ECCC. This will cost  $300,000 in fees for appraisers, 
surveyors and lawyers.  $30 of your donation protects 0.17 
further acres worth $453..  

4. You protect 0.46 acres worth $828 of nature’s services*/yr. 
5. Note*: We find the $1,800 per year/ac in an Ontario 

Government report called “Estimating Ecosystems Services 
in Southern Ontario”. 

6. $20 of your gift pays EBC’s low admin costs of about 
$200,000 per year (to protect 4,318 acres of new land and 
20,000 acres of existing land).  

7. Note: based on our 2022 budget, old figures on website. 
That’s how your $100 gift, costing $60 after tax savings 
protects $969 of land and $828 of natures services/year. 

Your Donation of 
$100 ends up  
protecting $875 
of land and 
protects $756 of 
nature’s services/
year.  



Niagara Escarpment Views currently has
an article on our conservation of the Niagara Escarpment. 
The Davidson Reserve pictured here joins our other 47 
protected areas right on the Escarpment. Our next article will 
describe how Bob Barnett got started on the Escarpment 
conservation wavelength which has kidnapped his life. 

Bill 23: Four steps to Gloom 
1. The Ontario Government has forced municipalities to

designate large areas of farmland, forest and wetland as
development land for housing. They arbitrarily revised
local official plans.

2. They have selected over 7,000 acres of Greenbelt land
to be used for housing, not nature.

3. They’ve told the Conservation Authorities that they will
remove conserved land and convert it to residential use.

4. They have removed the authority of the CAs to
designate land as flood plain and ecologically sensitive..

Please help to reverse these actions and keep housing in 
cities where it is more efficient and does not destroy and 
remove the benefits nature brings us as we strive to hold the 
line on the global warming crisis. The Globe and Mail has 
documented the developers who own the land now slated 
for housing. 

Your 2022-23 EBC Board 
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Davidson Reserve Dean and Sharon
Davidson donated half the value of this great new 102-acre 
reserve at Cole’s Sideroad and Con 24 on Kemble 
Mountain.  
The south half of the property is right on the Niagara 
Escarpment with its outcrops and Harts Tongue Fern. At 
the base there is a spring, pond and wetland flowers.  
On the field covering the north half the Davidson’s have 
carefully nurtured Bobolink by taking off the hay late in the 
year. 
Kemble Mountain has become a conservation centre for 
EBC. It began with Edith Galloway and Jim Halliday placing 
an agreement on their land on Cole’s Sideroad. Then Gord 
Edwards put an agreement on his property on Con 24. 
Several years later, he donated it outright. Then Jim and 
Edith donated a reserve on Big Bay Road beside the 
cemetery. Next, the Davidson reserve. Next will be a 62-
acre reserve on Burgess Sideroad only one km west of the 
Davidsons. Under appraisal we have a probable 50-acre 
agreement  at Big Bay and Cape Road. We thank the 
Davidsons for their help stewarding and now donating 
the land! 

Name Occupation Role City 

Saba Ahmad lawyer chair Toronto 
Melissa Allen financial services director Toronto 

Mississauga 
Toronto 

Samantha Angel marketing director 
Ted Cowan retired economist treasurer 
Beth Anne Currie researcher            director Kemble 
Jo-Ann Davis consultant v. chair Toronto 
Marg Gaviller school trustee director Owen Sound 

Jason Harlow educator secretary Toronto 
Roy Jeffery doctor director Little Current 
Karen MacDuffee civil servant director Toronto 
Robert Patrick ret. civil servant director Oakville 
Chris Peabody politician director Walkerton 
Beth Savan educator director Toronto 
Linda Willson ret. educator director Gore Bay New Board We thank Celeste Smith for

helping us last year and welcome Jason Harlow and 
Beth Savan. Thank you both for stepping up to help us on 
our quest to protect land in the face of development. 

director 



Visit EBC’s Trails 
We want you to visit our reserves. See 
our website for directions. We have a 
new brochure for the trails near 
Toronto, from Caledon through 
Hockley and up to Glencairn and 
Creemore. 
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Our 25th almost come and gone - and what a year! Thank you everyone who celebrated with us virtually and/or in person. A 
special shout out to staff and volunteers for pulling these events together! We hosted three in person events – GTA, Wiarton 
and Manitoulin as well as a celebratory webinar. It was an outpouring of love and support from supporters vintage and new, 
volunteers, and donors.  Thank you all!  And join us in 2047 
for our 50th 
 
April 5th: 25th Celebratory Webinar 
A huge thank you to speakers: Robert Barnett, Saba Ahmad, 
Barbara Heidenreich, Sandra Tassel, Ivor Simmons, Chris 
Peabody, Liv Callo and Shannon MacDonald. It was an 
emotional night sharing EBC's 25 yearstory. If you missed it or 
want to see it again, catch the recording by visiting our web site. 
 
June11th:Whole Village, Caledon 
EBC hiked, chatted, at Whole Village in Caledon. Thank you to 
Brenda Dolling for a tour around the farm to see their stock and 
gardens! It was great to see some of our oldest supporters, 
conservation agreement holders and donors join us for this 
event! And we wrapped up with tree planting! 

July 16th: Heaven’s Gate, La Cloche Mountains. 
We held our official opening of Heaven's Gate - 
KitchitwaaShekwaandem on July 16. 2,140 acres, 
permanent wilderness conservation joining the La 
Cloche and Killarney Provincial Parks. Great weather 
and it brought out the fun in everyone. Perfect day for 
our two hikes (Arabella loop and Gorge trail). Many 
made the day. Thank you to John Bjornson and 
Patrick Thoburn (from the Bay of Islands 
Association) for speaking at our opening ceremony 
and for being an important part in campaigning in the 
Bay of Islands region. Thank you to Saba Ahmad, 
EBC's Chair, who welcomed everyone and gave a 
land acknowledgment for Heaven's Gate - 
KitchitwaaShekwaandem.Thank you to the 
volunteer hike leaders (Celesta Bjornson, Sheila 
Williams, Laura Farner and Roy Jeffery) who kindly 
agreed to guide our two hikes. Roy, board member 
and volunteer land steward, also presented a 
beautiful photograph of a Heaven's Gate vista to 
Executive Director, Bob Barnett and his wife, Anna 
in appreciation of their life's work at EBC.  

 
 
September 17th: Bluewater Outdoor 
Education Center Near Wiarton 
On September 17th between 12pm-3pm 
we had our 25th year celebratory event. 
Many thanks to those who made it out to 
celebrate with us and to a special thanks 
to Mike Schwindt, staff at Bluewater for 
his programming of survival skills. 
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       41 Projects now in Progress 
including 

Near Kemble: 50 acres with Bobolink and Meadowlark 
Near Brantford: 50 acres with wetland 
Near Rockwood: 100 acres with wetland 
Near Paisley: A kilometre of Saugeen river frontage 
Near Grimsby: 45 acres of escarpment and benchland 
Near Meaford: 72 acres of Escarpment near Bayview 
Near Kemble: 62 acres of Escarpment slope and forest 
Near Goderich: 18 acres of near shore forest and ravine 
Near Tobermory: 70 acres with shoreline 

Facebook EBC has reached 2800 “followers” thanks to 
a great effort by Hannah Jowett to keep our site current. 
Get regular updates. Visit us at  
Facebook.com/EscarpmentBiosphereConservancy 

 
 

 

Selena Wong has joined with her cartography 
background to help us get our reports ready. First we need 
ecological sensitivity reports to ensure Environment 
Canada approves the project. Once we secure a 
conservation agreement, we prepare a baseline report to 
ensure there is a good record of the state of the land 
against which to measure changes. Then we write a 
Conservation Land Tax report to secure property tax 
exemption. Lotta work! 

Aida Noorbakhsh helped us for 3 months and 
wrote $800,000 of grant applications. Thank you Aida! 

Eleanor Wark donated a 
conservation agreement on her 
10-acre property right in Port 
Elgin.  

Nottawasaga 2 EBC bought 10.33 more acres from 
St. John’s Church, right on the Nottawasaga River and 
adjacent to the land we purchased in March. Another great 
place for YOU to visit, near Barrie and Angus! 

Richard and Barbara Ottewell have donated 
300 acres of forest and wetland near Boat Lake on the 
Rankin River system south of Wiarton and near Sauble 
Falls. This adds to their previous donation to creates a 500-
acre contiguous protected area. Thank you for this 
amazing contribution to Canada’s biodiversity! Richard 
and Barbara have been a huge help to EBC having 
donated the adjacent 200 acres in 2016 and 100 acres 
north of Goderich the same year. They donated a small 
property on the Huron shore in 2019 to ensure the 
community had access to the lake and that the ravine was 
protected forever. 

This will 
protect 
the old 
lake 
shoreline, 
a wetland 
and a 
creek. 
Thank 
you 
Eleanor, 
Wendy 
and 
Sheryl! 



Close the Gap!  Most of the LaCloche Mountain Range has 
been conserved by Ontario Parks, like Killarney and Nature Reserves 
together with the Whitefish River First Nation. The Voyageur Trail extends 
from Sault Ste. Marie almost to Sudbury. We need to get this section on 
the Heaven’s Gate trail open. The new reserve will support protection of a 
dozen of Ontario’s rare species including Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, 
Cougar, Snapping Turtle, Blanding’s Turtle, Northern Map Turtle, Eastern 
Musk Turtle, Milksnake, Eastern Wood Peewee, Whippoorwill, Least 
Bittern, and our “signature” species, the Monarch Butterfly.  Each acre of 
mountain is costing us only $702 dollars. We hope that you will help us 
close the ecological and funding gaps and help this project become a 

reality. You can do it! 
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Pine Lake Reserve now protected  
 
We heard that this 531-acre property was available, made our offer and it was successful. It’s at the east end of 
Manitoulin, near Manitowaning off the Bidwell Road. There are hundreds of acres of Burr Oak Savannah and two major 
wetlands. The property has been used for hunting and has two hunt camps with at least ten giant hunt stands. It has a 
low escarpment and many areas that are likely alvar. One of the hunt camps has been piped into a natural gas vent, so 
it is heated for free in the winter. We thank the Feige family for looking after the property for many decades.  

Yes, we still need your help!  
For the first time in our 25-year history we have the opportunity to buy land. We have to match contributions with either money 
or donated land. Last year we matched $2 million, then in March we matched $2.9 million. Now we are working to match 
$4,500,000 before March 31st. We’ve already completed 6 projects with 1,331 acres. Yes, we’ve identified the land donations 
thanks to at least 24 generous supporters. Including purchases, we have identified twenty nine more properties with 3,013 
acres to protect from development, but only if we can raise the $950,000 to meet the contribution agreements.  We need the 
cash to pay for the staff reports, lawyers, appraisers and surveyors to make it all happen. We need places where you and I can 
find peace and quiet. Protecting nature creates a well-spring of benefits. You are protecting a globally-rare site, while helping 
protect EBC’s 70 species of conservation concern like the endangered Kirtland’s Warbler we found last year.  
Economists value EBC’s services from nature at $36 million a year. Yes, one year! EBC people give because they want it all to 
endure, not just for a year, but for generations. Because we want to hand it on. Donate—It’s now YOUR NATURE.  

Pike Bay Reserve safe 
with EBC This 200-acre reserve, only 
a few km inland from the Huron shore, has a 
giant lake and  dune remnants. This is a paradise 
for Green Heron, Egrets, and, more common, 
geese, ducks and all sorts of turtles. We now 
have 74 properties protected in Northern Bruce 
with 3,678 acres or 15 sq km. They sequester 
15,000 tonnes of CO2 and protect $7 million of 
natures services every year.  The Bruce is 
beautiful…..come and visit our reserves. Thank 
you Environment and Climate Change 
Canada for supporting this acquisition. 




