
Conservation 
Severances 

 

 

Save $40,000 
 

Protect your property 
from development 

Case Study: 
 
 
Don and Irma McSporran heard about 
conservation severances at a Saugeen Field 
Naturalist meeting. Their 100-acre property 
has 58 acres of floodplain and Saugeen River 
with forest at the rear. They decided to sever 
that 58 acres off the 
farm with its pond, 
residence and barn 
which they continue to 
occupy. 
 
The Escarpment 
Biosphere Conservancy 
helped them sever, 
survey and transfer the 
“River” portion as a 
nature reserve and 
gave the McSporrans 
an income tax receipt for $66,650 (saving 
them almost $40,000 in income and capital 
gain taxes). This generous donation will also 
save them $302 annually in property tax.  
 
Their reserve will continue for generations. 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact: Bob Barnett 
1 888 815 9575 

rbarnett@escarpment.ca 
www. escarpment.ca  

Step 6: Fulfill the requirements of the 
municipality. Often this will involve: 
 

Preparing a detailed survey showing your 
new lot 
Paying a fee to the health department for 
approving the lot 
Paying a fee for the severance 
Obtaining municipal approval of the 
surveyor before registration 
 Including clauses on title to prevent the 
use of the lot for development 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 7: Transfer title to the conservation 
organization: 
 

Your lawyer will prepare a transfer deed 
for you to sign 
You will receive an income tax receipt 
from the conservation organization (or 
cash)  
MPAC will be notified to create a new roll 
number and to transfer the tax burden to 
the conservation organization (which will 
likely be exempt) 



Step 1: Decide which portion of your 
property should be preserved from 
development 
 
Often the old 100-acre survey lines include 
not only your farmland, house, pond and 
barn, but also: 
 

creeks,  
rivers,  
wetlands,  
rock faces, alvar and non-arable land, 
woodlot or 
slopes 

 
Often you can sever off this non-productive 
land as a nature reserve 
while retaining the productive part of your 
land. 
 
Step 2: Locate a land trust or other 
authorized agency like your local 
conservation authority or municipality 
Find out if the group is interested in adding 
your “back 40”  to their  protected areas. 

Step 3: Meet with local planning 
authorities to confirm their official plan 
will allow such a severance. They may 
require: 
 

Road access or an easement for road 
access to the proposed area to be severed 
Minimum lot size 
Confirmation the lot will not be 
developed 

 
Step 4: Confirm the financial impact: 
 

Obtain an evaluation from a qualified 
appraiser 
Obtain approval from Environment 
Canada if the severed lot is to be a 
donation. Environment Canada will 
confirm both the value and the ecological 
sensitivity 

 
Step 5: Apply for the severance and attend 
the hearing after you (or your 
conservation group) have:  
 

Created an accurate drawing showing the 
proposed severance, possibly prepared 
by a surveyor 
 paid a fee to hear the consent 
Set out your reasons to support the 
consent application 
Talked to decision makers like the local 
councillor about the merits of your 
application. 

 


