
From: Roger Goulet <rjgoulet1@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 8:20 AM 
To: Roger Goulet 
Cc: Sarah Harmer 
Subject: Your Objection Submissions on Nelson Aggregate New Quarries 
  
Dear Escarpment Lovers, 
Burlington, Ontario,      

November 17, 2020 

  

Mount Nemo at Risk Again. We need your objection letters. 

  

RE: COMMENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE December 14 

  

In 2012 citizens and science saved Mount Nemo from a huge quarry proposal. Now we have to 

save it again. 

  

Nelson Aggregate/Lafarge and the Ministry of Natural Resources & Forestry have pre-maturely 

triggered the Aggregate Resources Act's new quarry application process, just as the local and 

regional government Joint Agency Review Team (JART) begins its technical review of Nelson 

Aggregate's two new quarry proposals on Mount Nemo in Burlington, Ontario. 

  

With Nelson Aggregate's 2004 quarry application, the public had 18 months to review and 

comment. Now, only 6 months after the company submitted 22 studies and reports, citizens and 

organizations are being are asked to submit "reasoned" comments on thousands of pages of 

highly technical studies by December 14, 2020. 

  

Mount Nemo is a crown jewel within the Niagara Escarpment, a UNESCO World Biosphere 

Reserve. This proposal seeks to remove huge amounts of Mount Nemo's highly vulnerable 

limestone aquifer, at the headwaters of numerous creek systems and Provincially Significant 

wetlands. Mount Nemo is one of the most biologically rich places in the world, home to 

endangered plant and animal species. It is a fountainhead, where dozens of stream and creek 

systems originate, including Bronte and Grindstone Creeks. When you look on a map and see all 

of the blue lines originating from the top of Mount Nemo, anyone can see that this biosphere 

reserve is the last place that should be destroyed for crushed stone. 

  

Nelson Aggregate's last quarry application on Mount Nemo was denied in 2012 because 

the Ontario Consolidated Joint Board Hearing ruled it was environmentally unacceptable, in 

large part due to the endangered Jefferson Salamander, and its habitats. 

  

The ecological importance of the Mount Nemo plateau increases as greenhouse gas emissions 

increase, and we move further into the climate crisis. Throughout this Covid 19 pandemic, a 

result of disrespecting and destroying ecosystems itself, society has become more aware that we 

are a part of nature, and that a healthy natural environment is crucial to our lives. 
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Though there has been quarrying on Mount Nemo for over 100 years, and much has been lost, 

there are still healthy and complex forests, wetland and fresh-water springs that have not yet 

been destroyed. However, its ancient aquifer, which provides drinking water for hundreds of 

wells, is under stress from aggregate dewatering and climate change, and potentially at risk from 

millions of tonnes of imported construction waste brought in the existing quarry year after year. 

  

Nelson Aggregate/Lafarge's quarry proposal on Mount Nemo in Burlington was proven a bad 

idea in 2012. It is still a bad idea. 

  

We need your participation once again to defeat this application. 

  

Thank you. Love the Escarpment. 

  

Sarah Harmer and Roger Goulet 

(PERL) Protecting Escarpment Rural Land 

  

  

 .......................................................................................... 

  

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) is now accepting your Objection letters 

regarding Nelson Aggregate's 2020 Application for two new quarries on Mount Nemo. 

  

The deadline to submit letters is December 14th, 2020, but we urge you to respond sooner. We 

suggest your letter emphasize your Issues, Concerns or Objections, to these quarry proposals 

from your personal perspective, or your organization's perspective and mission. 

  

See highlight Issues list below. 

  

For more detailed information: 

City of Burlington  https://www.burlington.ca/en/services-for-you/nelson-quarry-

extension.asp  under Supporting Documents tab 

  

   

We urge you to write and send in your comments to BOTH the MNRF and  

Nelson Aggregate as soon as possible.  

  

You must include your full name, mailing address, postal code, and email, as well as your 

organization submitter's name. 

  

Note that Environmental Registry of Ontario submissions will NOT be accepted by the MNRF as 

"official" comments under the ARA. Consequently, please submit to both MNRF and Nelson 

Aggregate, directly. 

  

Please send your letter copies to emails below: 
  

https://www.burlington.ca/en/services-for-you/nelson-quarry-extension.asp%20/t%20_blank
https://www.burlington.ca/en/services-for-you/nelson-quarry-extension.asp%20/t%20_blank


[Tecia White is a Nelson Aggregate consultant, and ARAapprovals is MNRF, and cc are 
JART members] 
  

Subject: Nelson Aggregate Burlington Quarry Application Comment  
 
To: 
tecia@white-water.ca 

 
ARAapprovals@ontario.ca 
 
 
 
Cc: 
Janice.Hogg@halton.ca; gordon.dickson@burlington.ca; leahsmith@hrca.on.ca; john.stuart@ont

ario.ca 

  

PERL would appreciate an email copy as well...Send to rjgoulet1@gmail.com 
  

Alternatively 
Objection letters may be sent via Canada Post mail to  

both Nelson Aggregate and the MNRF 
Ministry of Natural Resources & Forestry 
Integrated Aggregate Operations Section 

4th Floor S, 300 Water Street 
Peterborough, ON K9J 3C7 
ARAapprovals@ontario.ca 

 

  

  

Nelson Aggregate Co.  
Attn. Tecia White 

2433 No. 2 Sideroad 
P.O. Box 1070 

Burlington, ON L7R 4L8 
tecia@white-water.ca 

 

  

  

Protecting Escarpment Rural Land (PERL) 

Canada Post Box #75054 

2080 Appleby Line, Millcroft Plaza 

Burlington, Ontario L7L6M0 

rjgoulet1@gmail.com 
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Here are some Key Issues, Concerns, and Objections: 
  

> Removal of/negative impacts on endangered and threatened species and habitats, 
and loss of ecological diversity and health 
 
 
> Unacceptable interference on Endangered species Jefferson Salamander and 
proposed major Species At Risk habitat re-engineering, per Site Plan 
 
> Enormous importation of inadequately tested construction waste soils into proponent's 
below-water-table quarry, a groundwater and well quality concern 
 
> Decrease of groundwater levels and quality impacting drinking water well capacity 
(Most of rural area is on wells) 
 
> Reduced water volumes / quantity in surface streams and tributaries, thus impacts on 
wetlands and aquatic species 
 
> Water quality in surface streams and tributaries, impacts on wetlands and aquatic 
species 
 
> Mass amounts of limestone dust, beyond quarry boundaries, a longstanding 
community health concern, and quality of life issue 
 
> Removal of class 1 Prime agricultural land, loss of more (78.3 ha) of our best quality 
arable lands 
 
> Generation of noxious gases and greenhouse air emissions, are health, climate 
change and environmental issues 
 
> Inadequate contingency planning in their Adaptive Management Plan, many serious 
potential issues not addressed 
 
> Residents' complaints about open-pit mine blasting effects, damages, noise, and dust 
 
> Proposed 1000 acre recreational park "concept", not committed to nor paid for by 
Nelson Aggregate, is lacking rural community input, and subject to Plans amendments 
  

> No proposed 'final rehabilitation plan' for these quarries, without a conceptual park, 
has been provided, as required by policies 
 
> Hundreds of heavy trucks entering and leaving the quarry every day, concerns with 
safety, speeds, frequency, vehicle damage, emissions, and noise 
 
> Proposing to extend a 70-year-old quarry, another 30-50 years, thus delaying final 
rehabilitation as required by policies 



 
> Hot mix asphalt plant in below-the-water-table quarry, concerns with potential 
groundwater contamination, and air emissions 
 
> A number of gaps in data, methodology and analysis. 
 


