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SUCCESSES & UPDATES
This month EBC staff and volunteers
secured a $5000 grant from the Gosling
Foundation to support our outreach efforts.
Thank you to staff member, Jiawen Lin, and
volunteer, Shannon MacDonald who led the
work to secure this grant.

Photo credit: Scott Jowett (Fisher climbing a
tree on the Hancock Reserve)

Earlier this month, EBC collaborated with
Ontario Land Trust Alliance (OLTA) on a site
visit to assess our Phillips Peel Property.
The property is located in the town of
Mapleton in Wellington County.

We used OLTA's Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment Tool to determine the impact of
climate change on our property and our conservation efforts. The results of this will enable us
to work more effectively on adaptation activities to mitigate the negative effects of climate
change on the habitats we protect. The Phillips property is of particular importance because it
is surrounded by farmland and it is part of the Upper Conestogo River which has poor forest
cover. The riparian area within the property is well vegetated. Forested areas and wetlands
prevent flooding and provide shelter for many birds, reptiles and amphibians. During the visit,
EBC staff were also lucky enough to spot species of special concern - the Painted Turtle,
Eastern Wood-Pewee and Monarch Butterfly!
The incredible shot of the Fisher (above) was
one of many taken by the very talented Scott
Jowett on the Hancock Property. The owner,
Liza Holly, has kindly donated a Conservation
Agreement to us. The EBC team and
volunteer Justin Keszei visited the Hancock
property this month to conduct a thorough
species inventory for the purpose of preparing
a Baseline Document Report. The property is
home to a diverse array of wildlife such as:
Prairie smoke wildflowers, coyotes, white
tailed deer, pileated woodpeckers and Indian
pipe plants just to name a few.

JOIN EBC'S FIRST
E- BUTTERFLY FESTIVAL!
We usually host our annual Monarch Butterfly
festival in Tobermory every summer, however,
due to Covid-19 concerns, this will be moved
online this year.

Please stay tuned on social media to EBC's
updates on how to sign up to the e-festival.
We will be joined by butterfly expert of 15
years, Audrey Armstrong.

NATURE RESERVESHOW
OF
THE MONTH

STOPPER

Bidwell Bog is a unique reserve that has a
rare savannah landscape and a bog. This
property has a beautiful hiking trail close to
our Cup and Saucer reserve.
History: This property was purchased in two
parts. The first, in 2006 (329 acres) followed
by another in 2007 (53 acres). The combined
total is now 382 acres of protected land.
Significant Features: The Bidwell Bog has
many rare plant species including Swamp Pink, rare cotton grasses and Few-Flowered
Sedge. If you visit during the right season, Small Purple Fringed Orchids can also be found.
The ecological community here is rare due to the combination of both bog and savannah
habitats.
Trails: Generally the trail is a giant loop with spurs out to Highway 540 and to Bidwell Road,
just east of the Cup and Saucer parking lot. At the north end of the loop you can view the bog
as well as from the east end of the savannah portion. Getting a good view of the bog is
sometimes difficult as the fringes are shrubby. Make sure to see the old beaver dam on the
cross-over from the Bidwell entry and the north entrance. The loop is about 4 kilometres
altogether.

VOLUNTEER OF THE
MONTH
Shannon MacDonald is a graduate student
at the University of Toronto. She is currently
working on urban forest biomass mapping
using LiDAR and field data, in the hopes of
improving urban forest management and
conservation efforts.

MONTHLY GIVING

Shannon first began working with EBC a
couple of years ago for a class project when
she and a few other students developed a
Forest Management Plan for EBC properties. She has since been working with EBC as a
volunteer; helping with forest carbon inventories, grant and Environmental Sensitivity Report
writing.

Name our Newsletter Competition - There is still time to enter!
Please email suggestions to Hannah Jowett, our Community Outreach and Education
Coordinator at Hannah.Jowett@escarpment.ca. The EBC team will then choose the winner
who will be announced in September's newsletter. Deadline is September 15th. Thank you
to those who have already sent in their ideas. A $50 Visa gift card awaits the successful
entrant!

