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 We’re starting our 25th Year! 
When I think back to 1997, I could not 
have imagined then what we are 
reporting today. After that meeting in Joe 
Tomato’s Pub in October 1996, we had an 
organizational meeting at Halton 
Conservation in early 1997 where 44 
people said “GO, we need an Escarpment 
land trust”.  We got our corporate status in 
March and our charitable status from CRA 
on December 2, 1997.  
Now we begin our 25th year. We have 
revised our image of “the area of the 
Niagara Escarpment” as extending to  
Manitoulin and including the forests and 
watersheds right out to Lake Huron.  
We are planning a series of events to 
celebrate how good fortune, a lot of 
generous donations, grants and some 
hard work have made EBC the largest 
Ontario-focused of 40 land trusts.  

Environment and Climate Change 
Canada (ECCC) has Offered EBC 
$1,200,000: This matching agreement of up to half of the 
value of capital acquisitions allowed us to purchase two major 
properties in September. We acquired 488 acres at Michael’s Bay 
on the 17th and 207 acres beside our Timber Bay Reserve on the 
30th. Both protect Manitoulin’s south shore while Michael’s Bay 
also protects 2 km of the Manitou River. Your donation 
goes much further: Every dollar is matched twice! 
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Now,  

73.72 
 sq km.. 

On 195 reserves 
We added  

2.9 sq km Two NEW reserves: 
Above, Michael’s Bay 
Below: Timber Bay 



Our new MICHAEL’S BAY Reserve surrounds the old
town site which was abandoned following the 1915 mill fire in what was 
the biggest town on the Island. Only foundations and cemeteries 
remain. The town site will be looked after by the Michael’s Bay 
Historical Society. EBC will steward the wetland, Manitou River and 
shoreline. There are a series of old recessional ice-age shore ridges 
with intervening wetlands. Blue Jay Creek Provincial Park, with the 

same shore features, will 
now  be accessible by land. 

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or scenic 
interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species or 
natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research and 
educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public about 
conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and wildlife of 
the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low impact, ecologically 
sustainable recreational opportunities which complement and do not 
substantially conflict with this objective. 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
 For help with...       Please contact... 
 Land, general     Bob Barnett         (416) 960-8121 
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 Secretary       varies 
 Treasurer       Ted Cowan  (416)-960-8121 
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The New ECCC 
Wild Futures 
Contribution Agreement has allowed us to
pencil in some very exciting properties. Shannon MacDonald 
spent weeks getting all the stats down on paper for these 
proposed acquisitions after Bob tapped on a lot of shoulders to 
find suitable projects. Michael’s Bay came up quite suddenly! 
We learned it was for sale on a Wednesday in May by Crown 
Seized Assets, resulting from a seizure by the Belgian 
Government for money laundering and the sale of growth 
hormones. We got preliminary board approval to explore the 
purchase.  
But on Friday we learned our offer had to be in on Monday as 
tenders were closing. We got urgent appraisal advice from Hal 
Love. We prepared our pitch, Saba and Ted got the offer 
together with Chris Bousquet. Bob and Liv Callo raced up to 
Manitoulin on Friday evening to explore the property. On 
Saturday we explored west of the River and on Sunday we got 
across the River on a friend’s boat. Lot’s of pictures were 
possible on such a great property.  
On Monday it was frenetic. We got the offer for the full asking 
price of $685,000 in on time. We wired the deposit.  
Then it was nail biting time. We heard there were five offers. 
Weeks passed and, finally, we got a twinkle of hope.   
Excitement flowed over when we got the news. Bob hustled 
down to the liquor store and bought champagne. We couldn’t 
have done it without the contribution agreement and your 
financial help paying for all of Heaven’s Gate.. 
Then we delayed the closing for the project at Timber Bay  
which we’d been discussing for months so that it could fit into 
the grant timing. The vendors were extremely helpful. 
Meanwhile we have been expediting our regular stream of 
donated projects which means getting appraisals finished and 
Environmental Sensitivity reports in to ECCC. We try to 
complete these projects by the end of the tax year to suit the 
donors. The ECCC agreement allows us to complete the 
necessary consulting work (appraisal, legal, staff reports etc). 
We have inked three more exciting purchase offers on the 
strength of the agreement. More news shortly….. 



Niagara Escarpment Views has a feature
article By Ashley Brown on the historical nd ecological 
significance of EBC’s new reserve on the Bighead. Bob 
Barnett wrote about what an honour it is to protect such 
important properties as Trout Hollow and Heaven’s Gate. 
These projects would have been impossible without the 
contributions of so many people and the growing sentiment 
that we must protect land which has sheltered us and 
provided sustainance. Now it is our turn to return the favour.  

My next article will discuss how we can best use matching 
funds to build a legacy of protected lands. This leverage has 
afforded us the opportunity to sign agreements to purchase 
five new properties so far, most of them on Manitoulin’s 
south shore. We hope to continue this trajectory but it does 
depend on the help we get from our friends who can put 
money on the table for doubling our efforts. The next year 
and a half promises to be the most productive we’ve seen or 
may ever see for biodiversity protection. 

EBC AGM 
Your 2021-22 EBC Board 
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We thank our departing directors
Jillian Albert helped us with trail planning. Gene 
Threndyle was instrumental converting our fallow fields on 
the Farquharson reserve to a meadow with plants suited 
to Bobolink and Meadowlark. Ostap Soroka served as our 
board secretary. Miriam Henriques was our vice chair.  

We welcome two new board members. Chris
Peabody is currently the mayor of Brockton, aka 
Walkerton. Chris recently retired from a career in teaching 
and has worked closely with EBC for years. He has 
donated our reserves at Sucker Creek and near the shore 
east of Kemble. Celeste Smith is.the Founder/Director of 
Cultural Seeds and Ga Gitigemi Gamik (We Will Plant 
Lodge) and her mission is to empower IndigenousWomen 
and Gender Diverse Persons to (RE)learn Traditional 
Agriculture.  

Opening Muir Trout Hollow 
Reserve donated by the 
Knight Brothers

What a day! Kevin, Ron, Don Knight and their
family members were the stars of the day as we 
celebrated the official opening on September 18th. 
Hannah, Liv, Shannon, Ashley and Jayda worked hard to 
make it a very special day by promoting contests and 
getting the word out so effectively that we had to limit 
attendance.  

Head office for the day was at the Riverside community 
centre with displays and food while Maureen MacDonald 
ensured everyone got looked after. Anna Barnett spent 
the day ferrying people on over to the top of the hill so 
they could get down to the River where Barbara Palmer 
helped us identify plants, Beth Anne Currie  looked for 
birds and Robert Burcher led us on a tour of the historic 
remnants of those days in 1865 when John Muir lived 
here as he improved operations at the rake factor. Robert 
has written an excellent book on Muir’s time in Canada. 
We appreciated all the work so many people have put into 
keeping up the trail over the years to make this a 
community asset. 

The highlight of the day was the opening itself where Bob 
made introductions and thanked the Knights for this 
important contribution and their long stewardship. Kevin 
Knight told of the family’s wish to see the land protected 
and their history on the land. He thanked Ron for all his 
work on the property. Knight Brothers Flooring harvested 
responsibly and kept the property in remarkable shape. 

Saba Ahmad spoke of the thousands of years of history 
and thanked those who had cared for the land and those 
who had protected it. 

Trout Hollow with the Knight family, Bob, Saba, Liv and Shannon 

Name Occupation Role City 

Saba Ahmad lawyer chair Toronto 
Melissa Allen financial services director Toronto 
Samantha Angel marketing director Mississauga 
Ted Cowan retired economist treasurer Toronto 
Beth Anne Currie researcher director Kemble 
Jo-Ann Davis consultant v. chair Toronto
Marg Gaviller school trustee director Owen Sound 
Roy Jeffery doctor director Little Current 
Karen MacDuffee civil servant director Toronto 
Robert Patrick ret. civil servant director Oakville 
Chris Peabody politician director Walkerton 
Celeste Smith consultant director Manitoulin 
Linda Willson ret. educator director Gore Bay 
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Timber Bay has 208 acres 
and 600 metres of Huron 
shoreline. (see three photos this page)
This new acquisition will allow us to add two kilometres 
of trail along the shore to our existing trail which passes 
a bog and sandy shore with Threatened Pitcher’s 
Thistle. Roy Jeffery and his trail team will be out in the 
spring making this trail one of EBC’s highlights with 
access off Government Road east of Providence Bay. 

Peaker Reserve protects a slice of
wetland right on the south shore of Wilcox Lake, west of 
Flesherton, We thank Lorna Peaker! 

This is Our 50th Issue of 
Precicipe. To celebrate this long record we
are sending out a copy of our original brochure 
Treasure on the Niagara Escarpment designed by our 
friend Ernie Baltz. Twenty years ago we had 9 reserves 
and 600 acres protected We hope you will enjoy this 
piece of EBC history. I’ve been saving them for twenty 
years. I just couldn’t bear to throw the extras out. Our 
mission has grown to Lake Huron staring with the Davis 
reserve and now we protect that many reserves a year. 

EBC Workshops on birds as pollinators,
butterflies as pollinators and bats were well attended, and of 
necessity virtual. We appreciate the work of Hannah Jowett, 
our communications expert and a nature educator recruited 
the experts and managed the logistics.  

Orlowski opening On October 17th
Dianne and Dan Orlowski joined us to celebrate their new 
reserve. It was a joint event with the Outdoor Ed centre 
across  County Road 13. We had sun before and after the 
ribbon-cutting, but just as we gathered for a few short words 
there was a proper deluge. Fortunately we had the EBC tent 
for shade and it sure kept us dry as we squashed in. Dan 
made an impassioned speech about protecting land from 
development and to educate young people. After the rain, we 
wandered along beside the Rankin River and saw the new 
Osprey platform. Thank you Dan and Dianne. 

Jayda Etkins has joined us as Administrative
Assistant to help with our conservation efforts. She’s been 
coordinating the analysis and reporting of the ARU data, 
making sure our mailing list is up-to-date, and helping 
Hannah with the organization of our upcoming 25th year 
celebration events. She has a bachelor degree of 
Environmental Studies and a Certificate in Cultural and 
Artistic Practices for Social Justice from York University. 
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      22 Projects now 
Underway including

Near Kemble: 62 acres with dramatic Escarpment 

Near Meaford: 95 acres along Minniehill Creek  

Near Brantford: 50 acres with wetland 

Near Rockwood: 100 acres with wetland 

Near Port Elgin: The Spotted Turtle site! 

Near Williamsford: 50 acre agreement with kettle lakes 

In Kincardine: 1.3 acres of wetland beside EBC’s reserve 

Near Pretty River: 100 acre agreement with wetland 

Near Grimsby: 45 acres of benchland 

Near Chatsworth: 100 acres of Escarpment and wetland 

Near Kemble: 50 acres of Escarpment forest and 40 acres of 
nearby Escarpment ravine 

Near Goderich: 18 acres of near shore forest. 

Near Creemore: 34 acres of Escarpment slope. 

Facebook EBC has reached 2260 “followers” thanks to
a great effort by Hannah Jowett to keep our site current. 
Get regular updates. Visit us at  
Facebook.com/EscarpmentBiosphereConservancy 

Good Bird Finds from our Automated
Recording Units (ARUs) are listed below (# of reserves 
found on) We thank Justin Kestler and Doug Welch for this 
news. We are reporting these species to NHIC. 

Barn Swallow (1) 
Bobolink (1) 
Canada Warbler (2) 
Common Nighthawk (4) 
Eastern Whip-poor-will (2) 
Eastern Wood Pewee (4) 
Evening Gosbeak (1) 
Kirtland’s Warbler (1) 
Olive-Sided Flycatcher (1) 
Wood Thrush (3) 



Close the Gap!  Most of the LaCloche Mountain Range has
been conserved by Ontario Parks, like Killarney and Nature Reserves 
together with the Whitefish River First Nation. The Voyageur Trail extends 
from Sault Ste. Marie almost to Sudbury. We need to get this section on 
the Heaven’s Gate trail open. The new reserve will support protection of a 
dozen of Ontario’s rare species including Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, 
Cougar, Snapping Turtle, Blanding’s Turtle, Northern Map Turtle, Eastern 
Musk Turtle, Milksnake, Eastern Wood Peewee, Whippoorwill, Least 
Bittern, and our “signature” species, the Monarch Butterfly.  Each acre of 
mountain is costing us only $702 dollars. We hope that you will help us 
close the ecological and funding gaps and help this project become a 

reality. You can do it! 
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On November 30th EBC will 
protect TWO MORE reserves: 

Ten Mile Point will be 11 acres larger, right at the viewpoint
and rest stop on Highway 6. This new acreage on the side of the slope will 
allow us to build a better access to our existing trail to the shore and let 
those who stop for a look out at Wiki and Heywood Island know that EBC 
is protecting places to visit on Highway 6 from Chatsworth to Tobermory 
and then right across Manitoulin to Heaven’s Gate and Willisville. Both of 
these reserves have received funding support from Environment Canada.  

Michael’s Bay East has 300 acres and adjoins Blue Jay 
Creek Park 
Right beside our new Michael’s Bay Reserve, our combined  788 acres will make our additions larger than the Park 
itself. It’s a little hard to get to. From the west, one has to wade across the ford on the Manitou River from the 
Michael’s Bay Road. From the east one must walk in about five kilometres from the tenth sideroad on the unopened 
8th concession along a rough track and over Blue Jay Creek. Either way it’s worth the trip. It provides access to the 
Park and the contiguous 1,400 acres of forest and kilometres of relatively untouched sandy beach. 

On June 21st EBC celebrated Indigenous 
Peoples Day by planting 215 milkweed seeds and posting a permanent sign at

our Stephen's Reserve in commemoration of the lives lost at Kamloops Indian Residential school at . At EBC, we recognize the 
history, heritage and diversity of First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples. If you ever get a chance to visit our Stephen's Nature 
Reserve, look out for our commemorative sign, learn the Anishnaabe names for milkweed and monarchs and see if you can 
spot the 215 planted milkweed!  To view an up-close version of our commemorative sign visit :https://escarpment.ca/
downloads/commemorative-sign-3.pdf. 

Remember the match...every dollar (costing you only 60c) is worth $3
after ECCC and land donors triple your help. 

EBC's Chair, Saba 
Ahmad and her 
daughter, Zainab in 
front of our newly 
placed 
commemorative sign  


