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Now 35.8 
sq. km protected 

• 8846 acres 
• 64 rare species 
• 116 Reserves 

Mac Kirk 
1920-2012 

Mac Kirk was a pioneer of Ontario conservation. 
Unfortunately, he died on September 26. After serving in Europe 
during WW2 he studied forestry and became manager of the Grey 
Sauble Conservation Authority from 1957-73. He acquired 19,000 
acres during the days land was worth $100 an acre. Mostly he’d put 
options on properties, then round up the funding when 75% came 
from the province after Hurricane Hazel. The rest he raised from the 
community including members of the Seniors League.  You may 
have heard of Old Baldy, Inglis Falls, Feversham Gorge, Skinner’s 
Bluff, Kemble Mountain, Spirit Rock, Walker’s Woods, Bognor 
Marsh, Hibou. Mac bought them all.  
 

He and Fred Bodsworth cajoled Ontario Nature into acquiring 
Dorcas Bay and promoting the idea in MacLean’s Magazine. They 
pulled it off. In 1986 he wrote “Islands of Green” with Stew Hilts 
and Ron Reid for the Natural Heritage League...our first “how to” 
book on conservation with lots of case studies.  
 

In 1996 he came to EBC’s first meeting with Terk Bayly and was a 
board member ever since. He joined me on all sorts of adventures on 
properties, introduced me to land owners and taught me all about 
plants and trees. He celebrated our victories and called me regularly 
on his causes: water extraction, protection of wetlands, failures of 
government and raising money to save land. He was awarded the 
highest honour by Ontario Nature and had a Bruce Trail side trail 
named after him. Both Ontario Nature and EBC have named their 
parts of Long Swamp after him. Some of us were pushing for an 
Order of Canada but he died too soon.   Con’t next page...  

AGM 2012 
Ted Cowan sharing 
his thoughts after 
chairing EBC for 
almost a decade. We 
thank you, Ted!!!!! 



The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or 
scenic interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species 
or natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research 
and educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public 
about conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and 
wildlife of the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low 
impact, ecologically sustainable recreational opportunities which 
complement and do not substantially conflict with this objective. 
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WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
  For help with...             Please contact... 
  Land, general                 Bob Barnett            (416) 960-8121 
  Chair                              Sarah Thomson       (416) 960-8121 
  Secretary                        Gwen Harris           (416) 762-7645 
  Newsletter                      Bob Barnett            (416) 960-8121 
  Land Stewardship          Ivan Chan               (416) 444-2684 
  Vice Chair                     Malcolm Silver       (416)-225-5190  
  Treasurer                        Tim Watson            (416)-960-8121 
  Freer Point                     Roy Jeffery             (705)-368-3377 
  Telecom                         Anna Barnett          (416) 960-8121                    
  Grants, events                Leigh Paulseth        (416)-960-8121 
   Fax                                                                (416) 960-9460 

Ever since 
Hurricane Hazel, 

MNR has funded conservation in southern Ontario. They once 
provided 75% funding, then provided $5 million a year between 
1986 and 2011. In 2011 they cut all funding to acquire land. After 
that, land trusts were still given 50-80% of their acquisition-related 
costs such as appraisals and legal costs. Now they’ve cut that too. 
For EBC that means the loss of over $30,000 a year. MNR was 
able to conserve land for only $70 per acre with this program.  
 
Unfortunately, MNR has been dealt a bad hand in the latest 
budget. During this time of restraint, Health and Education have 
gone up 2.5% and 4.5% respectively while MNR with only 0.4% 
of the provincial budget has been cut by 4.3%. Yes, MNR has to 
keep fighting forest fires and regulating resource extraction, but 
we think that cutting all the funding for conservation is most 
unfair. That’s downloading all conservation work in the province 
to charities. When Southern Ontario has only 3.8% of its land base 
protected, far below the agreed 12% and the recommended 17%, 
that is a huge problem. Yes, other programs are important, but 
they are not being cut to zero like this. You can address your 
concerns to the Hon. Michael Gravelle, Minister of Natural 
Resources, 99 Wellesley St. W. Room 6630, Toronto, M7A 1W3. 

Mary Hackney bequest happens  
EBC is about the receive the bulk of Mary’s estate. The  house in 
downtown Toronto has been sold and EBC will receive roughly 
$550,000. Not only has that secured two new reserves on the 
Bruce Peninsula, but a further 100 acres near the ski hill on our 
Manitoulin Trail. We’ll invest the rest to assure our long term 
sustainability. 
 

Eulogy: Mac Kirk Mac 
was concerned about urban sprawl, 
gravel pits and damage to the 
environment, especially wetlands. He 
accomplished a lot; one person drove 
the conservation of 125 square 
kilometres, that’s 5% of Southern 
Ontario’s parks and nature reserves.  
He inspired many like me and his son, 
Donald, a district ecologist at MNR. He 
and Joan invited me to stay at their house 
whenever I worked in the area. 
 

Thank you Mac for being so stubborn, so committed and such a 
visionary.  

AGM and Bylaws At our AGM on May 6, at the 
Terra Cotta Conservation area  we had a great many visitors. We 
shared AGM time with CONE, our Coalition on the Niagara     
Escarpment to meet each others members. Our speaker, Peter 
Kelly, who worked with Doug Larson, talked about ancient       
Escarpment cedars. Pauline Halstead resigned to move to London 
while Ivan Chan, Sarah Thomson, Tim Watson and Mike Kenny 
joined the board. We created a new officer, “director of steward-
ship”. We established that board meetings could be held by phone 
to enable our far flung organization to function more easily. Your 
new executive is Sarah Thomson, chair, Malcolm Silver, vice 
chair, Gwen Harris, secretary, Susan Filshie, stewardship and Tim 
Watson, treasurer. Ted Cowan has stepped off the board but will 
remain as past chair. We certainly thank Ted for all the meetings 
and brilliant ideas he shared with us.  
 

At our next AGM, date and time to be determined in May or June, 
we will discuss new government mandated bylaws for all charities 
and a bylaw requested by Environment Canada and drafted by 
Robert Wilson which the board has endorsed:  
Final Distribution: In the event of the dissolution or winding up of 
the corporation, and after payment of the corporations debts and 
liabilities, all assets which were received as ecological gifts     
pursuant to the Ecological Gifts Program of Environment Canada 
shall be distributed to one or more eligible Ecological Gift       
Program recipients, and all remaining assets shall be distributed 
to one or more eligible donees, as defined in the Income Tax Act of 
Canada and amendments thereto, which have objects similar to 
those of the corporation. 

Ministry of Natural 
Resources stops all 
conservation funding 

Potential projects, perhaps you can help. 
 

South Shore Manitoulin, near Providence Bay. We have an 
opportunity to conserve another 100 acres beside our current       
reserve. The owner will donate $20, 000 and other donors will 
contribute $45,000 and $5,000. We still need $50,000. 

Zinkan Cove: Mac 
pushed  us to conserve 
it  and we did! 



Leigh 
Paulseth is  
helping EBC with 
stewardship plans, 
grant writing, and 
planning events. She 

was with 
Nova Scotia 
Nature Trust 
last year, after 
completing 
her masters in 
Env. Mgmt at 
Dalhousie. 
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Strategic Planning 
EBC sat down on October 21st at Whole Village in      
Caledon. Greg Thomson helped us focus on our priorities. 
Bob Barnett produced a binder on what we’re doing now 
and how we’re doing it. With EBC running a deficit and 
MNR cutting our funding we have some serious work to do. 
We need to add staff to fundraise and complement the  
stewardship work done by our great volunteer team.  
  

One scenario would have EBC adding $25,000 a year of 
fundraising, each year for the next five years. That would 
allow us to eliminate the money we are drawing down from 
investments, add two staff and even have some funds for 
purchasing properties after 5 years. That does not mean to 
understate the difficulty of raising that much more money. 
We have lots of ideas, but actually implementing them will 
be a big challenge. We’re going to need some expert advice 
and strong shoulders on the board and committees. In fact 
we’ll need several committees: communications, outreach 
and stewardship besides fundraising. One major emphasis 
will be on making our reserves more accessible and getting 
our members and supporters out to visit them.  
 

Our reserves are our best way to explain ourselves. We 
agreed that we need to keep up our emphasis on setting 
aside land to protect nature. Can you help us with         
stewardship or fundraising?  Call  Bob at 888 815 9575. 

Fall Fairs 
Leigh Paulseth has been helping us with stewardship grant 
writing, and outreach since last spring. To conclude our 
work on the EcoAction work for the Grey Bruce Greenway 
project, Leigh and Bob went to fall fairs in Owen Sound, 
Wiarton, Port Elgin (Pumpkinfest) and Walkerton 
(Little Royal). These fairs were a great way to meet land-
owners. We have a long list of  families who seem enthusi-
astic about getting a tax receipt in exchange for not having 
gravel pits and more houses on their property. We got to see  
demolition derbies, tractor pulls, horse pulls, lamb judging, 
quilts and lots of giant vegetables.  
 

Helen Mader has completed her calling under the     
EcoAction Greenway project. That project has introduced 
us to at least a dozen landowners and helped complete a 
number of projects. Thank you, Helen. 
 

Butterfly Festival At the end of August we 
caught, tagged and released 21 Monarch butterflies. Despite 
the number being low this year, each release was watched 
by  about 20 people. The kids thought it was great. Anna 
Barnett dressed up as a butterfly, while Audrey Arm-
strong, Lenore Keeshig Tobias, Bryan Grimes and 
Leigh Paulseth advertised the event, caught the butterflies, 
explained the migration and ran the whole event like clock-
work. We appreciate Jarmo Jalava and Daryl Cowell 
helping with our well-attended nature tours on our Alvar 
Bay reserve. See you next year, I hope. 

More Events  
 

The Experience Green Environmental Expo in Owen Sound and 
EBC’s day at the ROM for kids under the Schad Foundation and 
Earth Rangers Program both happened on November 3rd. Bob 
went to Owen Sound while Leigh handled the ROM event. Our 
animal skulls were a big attraction. They’ve come down off our 
mantle at the office and start a lot of conversations. At various 
times we’ve found deer, beaver, and porcupine skulls, while bor-
rowing    muskrat, otter, martin and crow.  

Butterfly Festival, Tobermory 
Clockwise: Jarmo showing us Alvar 
Bay, Audrey explaining the life    
cycle, Audrey at her best, Allison 
and Anna being a butterfly.  
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Keeping out ATVs 
The Stephens family have generously donated about half of 
their lots with a kilometre and a half along both sides of the 
Mad River near Glencairn.  
 
For some reason, the ATV community has decided that this 
area is their domain. There are 18 inch deep wheel ruts filled 
with water all through the property . Fishermen tell us that 
the riverbed itself has been highly disturbed by ATVs going 
up and down. 
 
During September Ivan Chan and Bob Barnett put up cables 
and signs stating that motorized vehicles are not allowed. 
Unfortunately the cable was cut and motorized traffic      
continued. Ivan and Bob came back and pounded two and a 
half inch steel pipes five feet into the ground. Still the cable 
was cut. The provincial police have been notified, the fences 
repaired and we continue to monitor traffic. 
 
We’ve spoken with the provincial ATV association, but 
they’re emphatic that they cannot control “rogue” ATV    
riders. They say our chances of stopping them is near zero. 
But they say we can control ATVs by allowing them through 
the property on a maintained ATV trail. This property does 
not have a route that can be made environmentally sound for 
motorized vehicles and we don’t want that traffic. 
 
It seems that no one, not the CAs, not the MNR, and not   
private landowners can successfully fence out these vehicles. 
Despite this frustration, we will continue to try to protect the 
nature reserve.  It seems that the commons cannot easily be 
protected for the many and for nature itself. The few will 
take personal advantage  and damage the commons. 

Acquisition or Stewardship Bob Barnett  
Since hiking the Bruce Trail with my family from 1984 to ‘86, 
I’ve seen dramatic changes in the Ontario landscape. Even then 
the trail was being compressed into a thin sliver of land between 
the developing suburbs of Hamilton and St. Catharines. The Ni-
agara Escarpment Plan and now the Greenbelt have served to 
partially arrest and channel that development, but since those 
days Brampton has expanded by leaps and bounds into green 
fields north of Highway 7 along the Gore Road and up Highway 
50. Now I drive through new subdivisions, industrial parks, 
shopping centers and past temples when I visit our Escarpment 
reserves. New estate residential homes are emerging in fields 
every trip I take. I see ATV tracks scouring the roadside. 
 

Many of my friends join advocacy groups to stop rampant     
development. The mega quarry at Honeywood, the Nelson 
quarry in Burlington, the Walker Quarry at Duntroon,  and the 
Sutherland Quarry at Owen Sound have joined the Dufferin 
Quarry, the Acton Quarry expansions and the Caledon pits to 
threaten and destroy vast tracts of land. Much of this is hidden 
from drivers by berms and idiot strips of trees along the road. 
 

Up on Manitoulin, our Cup and Saucer reserve is beside the new 
wind towers at M’Chigeeng and overlooking quarry and pit   
expansions. The nearby trail at M’Chigeeng has been closed by 
encroaching pits and wind towers. 
 

Let me not enter the realm of advocacy, but rather speak of 
“preventative” medicine. Our conservation work is that          
inexpensive immunization which prevents the land use abuses 
my friends fight at great expense with little success.   
 

I’ve been called a crusader, zealot and more recently a “land 
hoarder” for working hard over 25 years to preserve sensible 
land use and protect land as reserves before it is developed. My 
father, an architect, asked me on every visit before he died at 93, 
“What are you going to do with that land”.   He never            
understood my explanation that, “We’re going to leave it for 
nature”. Many of the landowners we assist do understand that 
we can help them look after their land through future genera-
tions. We provide a service to the community and have estab-

lished their trust 
over 15 years of 
hard work. Our  
donors value the 
fact that we spend 
almost nothing on 
admin and manage-
ment but conserve 
land with virtually 
all the money we 
do get. This sup-
porter base wants 
us to excel at     
acquisition and 
maintain adequate 
stewardship. 
Continued, next 
page….. 

.  
 

Cables and pipes 
erected to stop 
ATV traffic. 
Note the bent T-
stake and signs 
advising that  
motorized      
vehicles are   
prohibited. 
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Manitoulin Hiking 
Guide  
EBC’s new guidebook is as close as 
your phone. Call for this pocket-sized 
but powerful guide. Twenty trails to 
explore.  
 
If you want a special member’s deal  
phone Bargain Bob at 1-888-815-
9575 or email rbarnett@escarpment.ca 

 

 Current Projects 
 
Near Kemble: 90 acres have been 
offered as a donation including a 5.25 acre lot 

with a seasonal residence. This property contains wetland, a 
stream, forest and a record-sized Green Ash. 
 

Near Ravenna: We are still working on the appraisal on this 60-
acre parcel right on the route of the Bruce Trail. 
 
 

Near Brantford: Two agreements with pond, wetland and our 
first Carolinian species 
 
 

Near Hanover: Two agreements with dramatic geological features 
and wetlands 
 

Bayview Escarpment: A 100-acre agreement right beside the 
Bruce Trail 

Our proposed new acquisition to 
extend the Manitoulin Trail at 
Honora Bluff near the ski hill.  Every 
$30 buys a new metre of trail and 
$468 buys a full acre. 

Our new chair, Sarah 
Thomson exploring 
the Cup and Saucer on 
Manitoulin 

Facebook EBC has reached over 200 “friends” thanks to a 
great effort by Gwen and Leigh to keep our site current. Join us! 

 

Acquisition con’t 
Right now only 3.8% of Ontario south of the shield is protected 
as a reserve or a park. This is far below Canada’s agreement in 
the International Biodiversity Convention (IBC) to protect a 
minimum of 12% in each eco region and even further below the 
new level set by the IBC at 17%.  This protection is not just a 
theoretical exercise, but essential to protect our biodiversity. Our 
rare and endangered species and even the common species that 
wisely avoid people are being pushed into a smaller and smaller 
redoubt where they strive for sufficient hunting and nesting     
territory. 
 
We are losing not only our natural lands, but also farmland at the 
rate of hundreds of square kilometres a year. Southern Ontario’s 
68,000 square kilometres of land is being converted at an    
alarming rate to “developed” uses. Our farmland is being         
degraded by loss of soil value and soil itself. We need to protect 
our ability to grow crops and slow down the tiling of fields and 
ploughing in of hedgerows to not only protect our cropland and 
watercourses but to protect those species like Bobolink, Bluebird 
and Meadowlark which thrive in clearings. Unsuitable farmland 
can be converted to better ecological land through afforestation. 
Forest fragmentation can be repaired by letting small fields re-
generate and provide better interior forest cover for those    
threatened species like warblers. 

Studies by the Ontario Government itself document the loss of value 
to the economy when an acre of forest is developed….that’s $2,150 
every year thereafter. Wetland costs us over $5,000 every year if it is 
drained or developed. Think of the cumulative losses as roads are 
built, fields drained and development proceeds on thousands of new 
acres every year. 
 
Now we must address the relative priority of acquiring conservation 
land and stewarding that land once acquired. Our experience has 
been that there are very few bad things that happen on a nature     
reserve. Yes, the odd ATV goes down a lane, or the odd tree         
develops a canker. Yes there’s a bit of garlic mustard.  But the land 
lost to gravel pits and houses can never be truly restored as habitat 
for the species we are trying to protect. 
 
If we fail to protect land today, especially donated land, we may 
never get the chance again. Some former potential reserves are now 
houses. If only we had a conservation agreement in the middle of the 
proposed mega quarry. The race is on. Not only do developers and 
gravel companies want the land, but also nice people who just want a 
home in the country with a driveway, septic bed and acres of grass. 
And if they don’t want mosquitoes they have to create a big hole in 
the forest canopy making it inhospitable to interior forest birds. Oh, 
and cats are usually a feature of rural life. They eat birds. 
 
I strongly recommend that our land trust concentrate our resources 
on protecting land while it is possible and affordable and putting 
stewardship, management and administration into a lower though 
sustainable category. We should retain an adequate contingency for 
potential serious problems and litigation. The only thing more      
important than land acquisition is fund raising 
so we can ensure our long-term cash flow to 
acquire and ensure our reserves and their habi-
tat are protected from major problems long into 
the future. 

We need Stewards….call Bob Barnett 

Sarah Thomson has now joined us as chair. Originally 
from Halton in a small village, she now lives in Toronto where she 
is publisher of the Women’s Post.  She was third in the polls to be 
Toronto’s new mayor until the funds ran out. Then she came 
within a whisker of becoming our MPP in Trinity Spadina. Her 
current efforts are focused on getting a better transit system for 
Toronto. 



Stephens Family Our program to protect more land along the Mad River is pushed along every time the 
family helps us acquire more land. They recently added another 21 acres. This project is keeping the lawyers very 
busy as Robert Wilson and Christie Cummings in Stayner gradually sort out the estates, the planning issues and get 

the boundaries organized. We appreciate the generosity of the Stephens family and all the hard work that is making this conservation 
project possible. 

Precipice - Newsletter of the Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Fall 2012 - Number 312                                               Page 6 

 

Jon Wilken has donated a conservation agreement on his 13-acre property right on the Pine 
River near Kincardine. The Pine River has been adopted by a local group which is working very 
hard to restore the River’s natural habitat by fencing out cattle and reinforcing stream banks with 
native vegetation. Thank you Jon, for working with us to see the property protected in perpetuity.  

Any Time: Visit an EBC 
reserve, just call us for directions. 
Help us list the birds and plants found 
there. Get the kids out on a scavenger 
hunt, bring your camera. 

Wilken Reserve (# 115) 

Photos of  Stephens 
Reserve 

Halliday Agreement  (#116)         
Jim Halliday has donated a                          
conservation  agreement on his 44-acre      
property just above Big Bay. The property has 
18 Butternut trees, now threatened by the blight 
in so many parts of  Ontario. This reserve will 
ensure that the forested area along the 
Escarpment and stretching west to the 
Slough of  Despond will remain natural. 
This is EBC’s  second reserve on    
Kemble Mountain and close to that of 
Gord Edwards. Jim and his wife Edith 
have been protecting land in this area for 
many years. Thank you both!!!! 


