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Six new 

Reserves 

Nancy and Murray 

Peavoy have donated a 

conservation agreement on their 

403-acre property near Mattawa. 

Although outside our normal 

“escarpment” area, they asked for 

our help and we agreed. Their 65 

foot waterfall is spectacular while 

their forest contains mature White 

Pine and many birds on the 

protection lists.  Soon after we got 

the agreement signed, Ontario’s 

Ministry of Transport announced 

they were going to change the  

routing of the Mattawa bypass 

and put it through this precious 

area. Fortunately, they can’t now. 

Missing Piece We almost have enough money to buy the 

missing pice of Alvar Bay and we have a grant application in to 

finish it off with Envt. Canada’s HSP program. We certainly 

appreciate the $20,000 donated so far and a pledge of a further 

$20,000. We’ve identified dozens of rare species including 

Rattlers on the property. We have more birds than Cabot Head 

to look after. 

New Reserves: 

Matthews ………..100 acres   Page 3 

Springer Negro Cr135 acres   Page 4 

Toronto Wildlife ... 80 acres    Page 6 

Thornton …..……. 70 acres    Page 6 

Thomson……….... 0.6 acres    Page 6 

Peter Adams’ Installation ….. Page 5 

Nature Calculator ……..……. Page 4 

Massassauga Madness Who knew 

Rattlesnakes battle for dominance? On Civic Holiday weekend, 

Bob and the whole family of grandchildren went out to Dorcas 

Bay with Tony Edwards the Park’s naturalist. It was a slow day 

for snakes, but we heard that the male Rattlers have a 

dominance display to determine who gets the female. Only a 

few hours later, back at our Alvar Bay reserve the bushes moved 

only a few feet from where we park our cars at the cabin. Bob 

and Anna Barnett were treated to a half hour of snakes twining 

around each other and bashing heads.  These were not love taps, 

they  were meant to teach the other guy a big lesson. Finally, 

they slowly disengaged and the loser slipped away. See page 3 



Shelburne, Tara and Port Elgin  
If you were at these Fall Fairs, you saw EBC helping landowners 

figure out the potential savings from protecting their own land . 

We ask, “So, if you don’t like gravel pits, would you accept an 

income tax receipt for not having one on your own land?” We find 

our reserve map stirs up interest, especially with neighbours. 
 

Next stops on our tour: 
 

Upper Credit Naturalists, nature walk, Glencairn, Nov 29 10:00 

Grey Bruce Farm Week, Elmwood, January 12, Ecology Day 

Grey Bruce Woodlot Assoc. AGM , Elmwood, date TBA 

Green Living Show, Toronto, Direct Energy, April 17-19 

Maintoulin Trade Fair, Little Current, May 29-31 
 

If your group has an event, let us know. Bob has just spoken at 

Richmond Hill Field Naturalists and Owen Sound Field 

Naturalists and is organizing a date in 2015 to speak at the Upper 

Credit Field Naturalists. We appreciate the opportunity to speak 

at service clubs and community organizations. Our message: Only 

4.3% of Southern Ontario is protected as a park or nature reserve, 

far from the target 17%. You can be part of the movement to 

correct this problem. Steward a reserve or introduce us to your 

friends who care about their land. Your investment in land is 

probably your best return for a charitable dollar spent. 

 

UPDATE on MPAC 
We are trying to get fair treatment for landowners who have a 

conservation agreement on their property. MPAC is exchanging 

data with us, but it looks like a long haul to get a system change. 

We’ve changed course, I’ve teamed up with Arthur Lofsky, 

formerly at Finance, and are now meeting with senior officials at 

MNR like Assistant Deputy Minister Carrie Hayward, Jason 

Pichelli the senior policy advisor to the Finance Minister , 

Director Diane Ross and Murray Mann at Finance’s tax 

division, and Premier Wynne’s policy advisors Karim Bardeesy 

and Gillian McEachern. MNR’s stakeholder relations director 

Nathan Grundy saw us soon. Mike Colle, MPP, met with us and 

is proposing a private member’s bill to exempt land under 

agreement from property taxes. At these meeting we ask that 

MNR’s funding for acquisition costs of donated nature reserves be 

restarted. This is the most efficient way to raise land conservation 

in Southern Ontario from its current 4.3% to MNR’s target 17%. 

The new mandate to MNR from Premier Wynne places a great 

deal of emphasis on biodiversity and protection of our rare species.  

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 

mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 

reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 

Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 

physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or 

scenic interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species 

or natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research 

and educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public 

about conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and 

wildlife of the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low 

impact, ecologically sustainable recreational opportunities which 

complement and do not substantially conflict with this objective. 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 

  For help with...            Please contact... 
  Land, general             Bob Barnett    (416) 960-8121 

  Chair              Malcolm Silver       (416) 225-5190 

  Secretary                        James Murdoch   (416) 518-5850 

  Newsletter             Bob Barnett       (416) 960-8121 

  Land Stewardship          Bill McMartin         (416) 575-7795 

  Vice Chair                     Gunter Springer  (519)-794-4002  

  Treasurer                   Tim Watson   (416)-960-8121 

  Freer Point             Roy Jeffery  (705)-368-3377 

  Telecom             Anna Barnett  (416) 960-8121                                                                                    

  Grants, events             Bob Barnett  (416)-960-8121 

   Fax                                 (416) 960-9460 

Niagara Escarpment Views features an article 

by Bob Barnett in each quarterly issue reaching 30,000 people 

along the Escarpment. Last issue featured our “Nature Calculator”. 

The next article chronicles my recent tour through Queen’s Park 

encouraging emphasis on land conservation. 

Potential projects, perhaps you can help. 
 

Alvar Bay There is a great 50-acre property for sale, 

surrounded on three sides by our big reserve on the Huron 

shore. With old-growth cedar forest, this is an important 

sanctuary for nature. We’ve negotiated a fair price, $75,000 and 

need to raise most of that in the next few months. Can you 

help??? Every $100 conserves 2,903 square feet. 

WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 

tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    

website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 
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An upcoming reserve near Durham 

EBC’s New Web Site 

Take a look! Our bold new format has arrived, more or less.  
We’re still putting up pictures and directions to our reserves, but 

its coming along pretty well. Now that Novina Wong has 

converted it to Wordpress, mere civilians can add events and 

announcements fairly easily. Thank you Novina! 



Baseline Reports describing our new 

conservation agreements have kept the whole  office busy 

since the field season began in May. Don Graham and 

Chris Flesher helped with the species identification while 

Morgan Roblin has been helping to whip about twenty 

reports into shape. These reports approach a hundred pages 

with maps and photos of the properties to help us 

determine whether there have been significant changes to 

the property over time. In particular, we can monitor future 

changes which might violate the agreement. 
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We tagged 21 Monarchs, up 

from only one last year. 

John and Cindy Matthews have protected 

their 100-acre property on Deer Creek south east of Paisley 

and west of Chesley with a conservation agreement. Their 

house sits on the hill with a commanding view over the Deer 

Creek Valley and their ponds. Their mature forest at the south 

end of the property has a great diversity of hardwoods. 

Several ponds and wetlands give the birds and frogs a chance 

to make lots of noise. Just a few hundred metres west is our 

McSporran reserve right on the Saugeen. We note with regret 

that our friend, Don McSporran died last fall having left, 

with Irma, a wonderful legacy of protected land. The Saugeen 

Field Naturalists are missing an important member. 

Bill McMartin 

has created about twenty reports for Environment Can-

ada on our new EcoGift projects. He finds all sorts of 

amazing information on rare species and comes up with 

info from the Breeding Bird Atlas and other sources 

we’ve never had before. Environment Canada  has been 

approving our Eco reports much more quickly.  

 

Butterfly Festival It went very well. We tagged 

21 Monarchs and had lots of people join us for our nature 

walks along the Alvar Bay shore. Great work by Audrey 

Armstrong, Anna Barnett and Lenore Keeshig Tobias 

brought many families into the picture; the Monarch’s 

migration is very important and needs our help growing 

milkweed anywhere we can, especially in fields free of 

GMO crops which are heavily sprayed with herbicides. 
  

Beak of the Finch, Jonathan Weiner 
Evolution is proceeding today similar to changes in finches 

beaks on the Galapagos. He quotes Darwin, “Our gift of 

consciousness is a mystery … but it is no more a miracle 

than a beak, a feather or a wing”. As we (humans) get a 

little older, teenagers enter a phase of wild experimentation 

as finches also do. Our minds and talents are variable for 

the same evolutionary reason as finches beaks are variable 

on the Galapagos. What drives this radiation within our 

species is a process like character divergence. He quotes 

Mark Twain, “A round man cannot be expected to fit into a 

square hole right away. He must have time to modify his 

shape”. 

Massassauga  

Madness  
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Do you cut down the forest to live in 

your house? 

 

Living in a city, even in a town or village, one forgets that 

we are displacing our original forested land. When Governor 

Simcoe arrived in York, he laid out concessions which have 

become our main streets and the hundred acre lots between 

them where we now live. My own street, on Toronto’s Major 

Street, was converted from forest to market gardens around 

1850, then gradually filled with houses on 17-foot lots for 

the worker class. My own house was part of a row developed 

in 1885. Eventually, the last of the original allotment shacks 

was torn down in the 1930s and made into brick houses by 

Cadillac, the same people that made the Eaton Centre about 

50 years later. I grew up in Leaside, now central Toronto, on 

a lot carved out of a farm in 1945 as the city expanded. The 

market gardens and farms all emerged from the forest or the 

migratory fields set out by our first nation predecessors. 

Every house, apartment and condominium sits on land that 

was forest originally. 

 

To explain this better, I’ve set out a nature calculator to 

describe how much forest we displace as we live our lives on 

a residential lot. 

 

The easy part is including the area of your house together 

with outbuildings, garage and hard surface driveways and 

walkways. Next we need to include the municipal road we 

use in front of our house. Others share our road, but 

essentially, it was built for us. Grassed areas, trees and 

flower gardens around our house also push back the forest, 

but at least provide some ecological services like cooling, air 

cleaning and carbon sequestration. Maybe they provide 25% 

the benefit of a “real” forest. Sharing a house with family 

and friends cuts your footprint dramatically. City planners 

are wisely restricting lot size and encouraging higher 

buildings to slow down urban sprawl. For the first time in 

history, the Golden Horseshoe has less land per resident than 

a decade ago. 

 

I’ve surveyed enough people to realize that we’re pretty 

efficient using land for living. House dwellers use maybe a 

tenth or a fifth of an acre while apartment dwellers may 

perch above the earth in as little as a hundredth of an acre  

 

Next comes our need to eat. Eating grain, fruit and 

vegetables is pretty efficient, while those of us who eat meat 

need large areas of former forest to graze those cows and 

fence those chickens. A vegetarian uses about ¾ of an acre 

while a “normal” meat eater requires about 5 acres. Those 

cows do eat a lot of grass. 

 

Driving a car made of steel or using a phone requires mining 

sites while our clothes take farmland and our car probably 

uses oil from the tar sands. I haven’t figured out how to 

calculate that area. 

 

 

The next challenge is to assess the area of forest required to soak 

up our carbon produced by burning carbon-based fuels.  Here we 

don’t have to cut down the forest to live and eat, but use a portion 

of our limited forest lands to sequester our share of the carbon 

dioxide we create. Depending on our use of heating fuel, driving 

fuel and our time in the air it’s not hard to ring up 30 tonnes a 

year. Part of that we share with the family for heating or by 

carpooling so we discount that. We’re figuring on about 5 tonnes 

of carbon per acre of forest every year, so our carbon use may 

require a 6-acre forest. 

 

So far, the most efficient person has “used” only 6 acres of forest 

while the most profligate is running about 40 acres. 

Unfortunately there just aren’t enough acres on Earth for us to 

each use 6 or 40 acres. 

 

Take the test at escarpment.ca or I can email you a 

calculator. How many acres do you use? 
 

Just to put this into perspective, we calculate for you the 

ecological services lost to society because of this loss of forest. 

Even the most efficient “6-acre” person is removing 6 acres of 

forest which would bring $16,650 worth of services if it was still 

forest. These are Ministry of Natural Resources figures based on 

air and water cleaning, reduction of flooding and a range of 

services including tourism and pollination. Other jurisdictions 

have figured it out: Long Island decided to stop further 

development to protect their remaining ecoservices. 

 

Our Conservancy is able to set land aside for those who wish to 

offset their own use of the forest. Purchasing 6 acres to protect it 

may cost only $6,000 for your lifetime, while helping us receive 

donated land may only cost $600.  

 

I’d appreciate your comments on this. We’d like to find a way to 

connect those of us who live in the city with the consequences of 

our choices on our shared countryside. When you get a chance, 

thank a rural landowner for looking after their woodlot and 

wetland. They pay taxes on their land to make our lives more 

livable here in the city and give us far more than a good view 

when we visit the country. 

 

Gunter Springer has donated a conservation 

agreement on his 135-acre Negro Creek property, south of 

Chatsworth and west of Holland Centre. He’s planted thousands 

of trees with Trees Ontario and protected the mature forests with 

careful management. Several quality wetlands provide good 

habitat for visiting birds. Thank you Gunter for this, your tenth 

reserve. 
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Manitoulin Hiking 

Guide  

EBC’s newly revised guidebook is as 

close as your phone. More trails! Call 

for this pocket-sized but powerful 

guide. Twenty two trails to explore.  

 

If you want a special member’s deal  

phone Bargain Bob at 1-888-815-

9575 or email rbarnett@escarpment.ca 

 

  Current Projects 
 

Near Ravenna: We are still working to 

get this severance completed to protect the 

Bruce trail and important Escarpment land. 
 

 

Near Dornoch: A 100-acre potential agreement to protect a 

provincially significant wetland. 
 

 

Near Tara: A 190-acre wetland with Arran Lake shoreline. 

 

Near Woodford: 

A 140-acre 

reforestation with a 

Niagara 

Escarpment 

waterfall. 

 

Facebook EBC has reached over 330 “friends” thanks to a 

great effort by Morgan Roblin to keep our site current. Visit us! 

Facebook.com/EscarpmentBiosphereConservancy 

 

We need Stewards….call Bob Barnett 

 

 

Our Alvar Bay Cottage  at one tenth the cost of 

owning your own place. Talk to Bob about Alvar Bay, near 

Tobermory. You get the ultimate in privacy: a kilometre and a half 

down our lane with three kilometres of private Huron shoreline. It 

costs about $16,000 (once) and a modest annual maintenance cost 

annually.  Let us know. We need the money to buy the new 50-

acre property enclosed by our reseve here.    

 

Membership in EBC has changed because of the rules 

from Canada Revenue Agency. We now charge $35 a year and 

that application is still reviewed by the board. All existing 

memberships will expire before the next AGM. 
 

Visit www.escarpment.ca (it’s new!) 

A waterfall to be 

protected right on 

the Escarpment 

Tina Ruhl Nature Reserve has a sign. We had a 

quiet little ceremony on October 18 with family and friends and put 

the sign right on the route of the Bruce Trail where it passes 

through our reserve near Duntroon.  The reserve is now dedicated to 

Tina’s memory. Since David Martin generously donated their joint 

insurance policy last year, we’ve been named in three further wills.   

 

Please consider a legacy of nature. You may find that such a legacy 

will save your estate enough so that both you and your beneficiaries 

are better off. Only CRA will end up with less money from your 

estate. 
 

Peter Adams created the DETRITUS project at the 

Creemore Log cabin to celebrate objects found on our 

Farquharson nature reserve and at the original farmhouse right 

next door.  The items aren’t museum pices on their own, but put 

together, WOW! He’s used the stone pile to show the meeting 

between man and nature. Imagine cleaning those fields? Peter notes 

that these objects raise questions about our priorities in this 

decidedly materialistic world. The land with all its stones and hills 

and tributaries is now a nature reserve, protected by EBC. Thank 

you, Peter, for taking time away from painting and getting us 

thinking. Peter Adams at       

www.peteradamsart.com 

Dedicating the Ruhl  

reserve 



Heather Thornton has donated a 

70-acre wetland, part of the Saugeen system, just 

north east of Durham on the Second Concession. She is 

keeping the road frontage while we get the back acreage. 

Our access is over an easement along her north fence. This 

project has been brewing for at least five years, but during 

the last year we completed the severance and then kept both 

Peter Loucks and Ian Johnson busy completing the legal 

work. We thank Heather for this generous donation and her 

patience as the project gradually fit together.  

Stephens 
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John Thomson has 

donated a 50 foot slice of land 

right up the Escarpment cliffs at 

Mallory Beach near Wiarton. I 

guess we get a lot of surface 

area as it goes up at a steep 

angle, then straight up the cliff 

to the Bruce Trail above.  

Thank you John!!! 

Toronto Wildlife Centre tends 

injured and trapped wildlife. The 

Zaputovich family donated this dramatic 82-

acre property to TWC and TWC donated a 

conservation agreement to EBC to ensure it is 

never disturbed. Located on the Clay Banks, a 

provincially significant feature east of Meaford, 

it was formerly a brick factory. The shoreline is 

quite dramatic. Workman’s Creek along 

the west boundary has cut through layers 

of limestone over the millenia. Just 

upstream is Ontario’s first conservation 

agreement, placed by Terk Bayly, our 

first vice-chair and formerly director of 

Ontario Heritage Trust. We appreciate the 

opportunity to partner with TWC and the 

Zaputovich family on this great reserve.                                                      

Any Time: Visit an EBC 

reserve, just call us for directions 

or visit the web site. Help us list the birds 

and plants found there. Get the kids out 

on a scavenger hunt, bring your camera. 

TWC reserve, just 

east of Meaford 


