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Now 44.3 
sq. km protected 

10,948 ac  

$13,373,000 

64 rare species 

Six new 

Reserves 

Lorie Waisberg has donated 

147 acres of land and a 

conservation agreement south of 

Woodford in Meaford right beside 

the Niagara Escarpment and 

Bruce Trail. It is quite an honour to 

be able to protect one of the last 

private waterfalls on the 

Escarpment. Lorie and his family 

have protected this property since 

1973 and gradually converted the 

farmland to forest. There are three 

tributaries of the Bighead River 

crossing the property, one with a 

dramatic gorge and waterfall. Years 

ago, the family donated the west part 

of the property to the Bruce Trail.   

Missing Pieces We are exchanging offers with the owners of 

our “missing piece” at Alvar Bay. We’ve agreed on the price, now 

we’re just finalizing the details. The other property we’ve featured, 

with all that alvar at Little Pine Tree Harbour, is now waiting for 

Environment Canada approval. We’ve had it with them since early 

December, but approvals seem to take six to twelve months after we 

get the material together in about six weeks.   
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New rare Species Our new 2014 reserves brought 

us the habitat where we have identified the following rare 

species: Bald Eagle, Barn Swallow, Blandings Turtle, Bobolink, 

Butternut, Canada Warbler, Caspian Tern, Common Nighthawk, 

Dwarf Lake Iris, Eastern Meadowlark, Eastern Whip-poor-will, 

Eastern Wolf, Eastern Wood Pee wee, Golden-winged Warbler, 

Harts Tongue, Hills Thistle, Little Brown Bat, Massassauga, 

Milksnake, Monarch, Northern Map Turtle, Painted Turtle, 

Peregrine Falcon, Red Headed Woodpecker, Snapping Turtle, 

Wood Thrush. That’s 26 species found on one or more of our 

new reserves. Not bad for one year. Let’s keep it up! 



See us this Spring  
Our next events are:  

 

Green Living Show in Toronto at the Convention Centre on Front 

Street March 27-29.  

Earth Day at Markham Town Hall on April 11.  

Sources of Knowledge in Tobermory May 8-10.  

Manitoulin Trade Fair May 29-31 at Little Current.  

 

Our AGM is on June 28 at Whole Village in Caledon. Please join 

us, we are looking for a few new board members. 

 

Try to visit. We’ll have our newest maps and pictures of our new 

reserves. 
   

 

We’ll probably have a nature walk and post it on Facebook and 

our email blast, call or email for exact info. We’ll try to get 

Richard Aaron to interpret what we see. 

 

After that it’s a bit more speculative, dates to be determined, call 

or email to check whether we’ll be there. 

 

Providence Bay, Aug 14-16 

EBC’s Butterfly Festival in Tobermory, August 22-23. See us 

at the Visitor Centre and 681 Cape Hurd Road for banding 

and nature walks on our reserve. 

Chatsworth Sept 12-14  

Ripley, September 26-27 

Pumpkinfest in Port Egin, October 3-4 

 

You can visit a reserve any time. Visit our web site for directions 

or give us a call. The map on the web site will show you those 

reserves near you.  
 

 

 

If your group has an event, let us know. Bob is organizing a date 

in 2015 to speak at the North Peel Field Naturalists and will 

lecture at Trent March 24. We appreciate the opportunity to speak 

at service clubs and community organizations. Our message: Only 

4.37% of Southern Ontario is protected as a park or nature reserve. 

You can be part of the movement to correct this problem. Steward 

a reserve or introduce us to your friends who care about their land. 

Your investment in land is probably your best charitable 

investment. 

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 

mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 

reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 

Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 

physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or 

scenic interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species 

or natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research 

and educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public 

about conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and 

wildlife of the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low 

impact, ecologically sustainable recreational opportunities which 

complement and do not substantially conflict with this objective. 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 

  For help with...            Please contact... 
  Land, general             Bob Barnett    (416) 960-8121 

  Chair              Malcolm Silver       (416) 225-5190 

  Secretary                        James Murdoch   (416) 518-5850 

  Newsletter             Bob Barnett       (416) 960-8121 

  Land Stewardship          Bill McMartin         (416) 575-7795 

  Vice Chair                     Gunter Springer  (519)-794-4002  

  Treasurer                   Tim Watson   (416)-960-8121 

  Freer Point             Roy Jeffery  (705)-368-3377 

  Telecom             Anna Barnett  (416) 960-8121                                                                                    

  Grants, events             Bob Barnett  (416)-960-8121 

   Fax                                 (416) 960-9460 

Niagara Escarpment Views features an article 

by Bob Barnett in each quarterly issue reaching 30,000 people 

along the Escarpment. Last issue featured our new rare species 

while the next issue will show how you can “green” your 

investment portfolio by donating to Nature’s Benefit Fund. 

Invest in nature. 
 

Every $1 invested returns $18 every year.  We hope 

investors will take a small fraction (say, 5%) of their 

investment returns and use it to protect nature’s services like air 

and water cleaning, and the tourism, recreation and education 

nature brings us.  That helps everyone in the community. 

Nature’s Benefit Fund is a great way to “Green” your portfolio. 

WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 

tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    

website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 
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An upcoming reserve near Durham 

EBC’s New Web Site 

Take a look! Our bold new format has arrived, more or less.  
We’re still putting up pictures and directions to our reserves, but 

its coming along pretty well. Now that Novina Wong has 

converted it to Wordpress, mere civilians can add events and 

announcements fairly easily. Thank you Novina! 
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We tagged 21 Monarchs, up 

from only one last year. 

Audrey Book  has owned a 9-acre triangular 

property on the south side of the Cameron Lake Road for 

many years. Her family approached us after her death last year 

to see if we wanted to add it to our Adams reserve next 

door.This forested property is our first 2015 reserve. The big 

picture here is that we have further buffered the National Park 

which abuts the Adams Reserve to the south along a kilometre 

long property line while this new addition protects about 300 

metres of the north Adams boundary . Right across the road 

from Dorcas Bay, this property is part of the Cameron Lakes 

Dunes ANSI. You’ll see it as you drive north on Highway 6. 

We now own the last 600 m on the east side before the 

Cameron Lake Road. 

Toronto Dominion’s Friends of the 

Environment Foundation granted EBC 

funding to prepare access trails in our Bruce Peninsula 

reserves and provide baseline reports for our work on 

Manitoulin. This grant came along at the perfect time. We 

got new access signs made up by our friend Peter Jennings 

to announce “Biosphere Trails” access points. Then we got 

Don Graham and Morgan Roblin working on baseline 

reports for our new reserves. I was pleased to report that 

we’d accepted 16 new reserves during the course of 2014 

with 1,466 acres. As I was reporting on our success with 

their grants, I had an idea that they might help printing our 

next edition of the hiking maps for Manitoulin. We’ll ask 

and see what happens. EBC prints free maps to help 

Manitoulin’s visitors get out into nature, extending their 

stay on the Island. Thank you TD!  

 

Butterfly Festival Join us again this year 

August 22-23. Last year we tagged 21 Monarchs and had 

lots of people join us for our nature walks along the Alvar 

Bay shore. Great work by Audrey Armstrong, Anna 

Barnett, Morgan Roblin and Lenore Keeshig Tobias 

brought many families into the picture; the Monarch’s 

migration is very important and needs our help growing 

milkweed anywhere we can, especially in fields free of 

GMO crops which are heavily sprayed with herbicides. 
  

Air Miles help us immensly. Use our card and gain 

anonymity from the stores that track your puchases. 

Recently we received a new digital camera, a 300-mm lens 

and a hand-held GPS. That saved us about $1,200. If you 

shop at the LCBO, Metro or buy gas from Shell, you can be 

adding Air Miles to our account. You can also transfer your 

points from your account over to us. Just phone or email if 

you’d like a card. 

EBC’s Cup and 

Saucer, 10,000 people 

a year  

Obama to Get every Kid in a Park 
A walk in the woods will change a child’s life. That is, if she 

ever makes it to a trailhead. U.S. President Obama unveiled the 

“Every Kid in a Park” initiative to connect children and their 

families with the great outdoors, ensuring millions of kids, 

regardless of where they live, will have an opportunity to take 

their first step in nature. The initiative will provide free entrance 

to America’s treasured public lands for every fourth grader, and 

they get to take their families too, free of charge. Most kids live 

in urban areas; funding cuts have cut field trips and the barriers 

to spending time in nature are big for low income families. 

Source: Sierra Club. Ed note: see our “Health comes from 

Nature” article in Precipice and Niagara Escarpment Views. 

Bob with the 

grand children 
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Nature’s Benefit Fund 

 

Your Route to a Balanced “Green” 

Investment Portfolio  
 

1. Nature has a value! Nature brings services to 

Southern Ontario worth $84 billion a year. These include 

cleaning of air and water, flood prevention, removal of CO2 

from the air, habitat for pollinators, recreational and tourisn 

values, the discovery of new medicine and products we use 

and something called “Biodiversity”. Most people agree that 

rare species and our natural surroundings are important. Yes, 

its hard to value but studies have come up with a value based 

on “how much would you pay”. This has all been 

summarized in Estimating EcoSystem Services in 

Southern Ontario, published by Ontario’s Ministry of 

Natural Resources and prepared by Spatial Informatics 

Group in 2009 based on 88 peer-reviewed papers. Their total 

was $84 billion a year. A similar study, with similar 

conclusions, Nature Counts was published by Friends of 

the Greenbelt. Their total for the Greenbelt alone was $2.5 

billion. Choosing rural forest as our “typical” habitat, we can 

summarize as follows: 

$  982 Biodiversity 

$  402 Air Quality 

$  208 Water Quality 

$  108 Recreation 

$    97 Tourism 

$1798 Total value 

 

Wetland is worth far more at $6,142 per acre every year. 

 

2. We are losing 300 acres a day to 

development.  As we develop housing, roads, industry 

and cottages in southern Ontario, we are losing 300 acres 

every day. Most of that lost area is valuable farmland, but we 

are clearing natural areas for development as well. We’ve all 

seen it. We’re just retaining strips along river valleys. 

 

3. EBC’s Role  Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

protects 10,780 acres of natural areas on 140 sites with 64 

rare and endangered species.  We primarily protect 

biodiversity and rare species, but also  protect land, 

especially shoreline, from losing its natural value. We think 

it is important to provide trails in nature so people can undo 

the nature deficit in our lives.  

 
Right now, the $13 million dollars worth of land we own and 

control is providing $19 million dollars worth of ecological 

services every year. In 2014, EBC spent $123,000 on 

professional fees to conserve 16 properties with 26 rare 

species on 1,466 acres (which only cost us $84 an acre). That 

protected a further $1,572,000 of ecoservices every year.  

 
 

4. A good investment: helping families 
 

Here is the best part of that investment. We can often 

protect land for only 5-10% of its market 

value by accepting land donations from families who want to 

see their heritage conserved over future generations. We pay only 

for appraisals and legal fees to accept such donations. Often the 

cost of acquiring a reserve is reduced by other grants, which 

further leverage your investment in nature. 

 

Stewarding completed reserves costs us only a few dollars an 

acre every year since most of our stewardship and monitoring 

activities are handled by volunteers and we are normally free of 

property taxes.  

 

5. To create a permanent legacy  people can 

visit use  
 

Nature’s Benefit Fund  
 

Land costs us $84 per acre (let’s say $100) 

Land generates $1,798 of ecological services every year 

We all get (1798/100) = $17.98 of benefits per dollar 

 

Let’s call that $18 back every year for every 

single dollar invested in the community. 

Growth in EBC’s Conserved Land 
Land Value $000 and EcoServices $000 



Nature Conservancy

Ontario Heritage Trust

Escarpment Biosphere 

Conservancy 

Ducks Unlimited

Ontario Nature

Oak Ridges Moraine Land 

Trust

Couchiching

Lower Grand River

Royal Botanical Gardens

Bruce Trail Conservancy

Kawartha Heritage 

Georgian Bay

Rideau Waterway

          

 

 

Nature Conservancy

Ontario Heritage Trust

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

Ducks Unlimited

Ontario Nature

Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust

Couchiching

Lower Grand River

Royal Botanical Gardens

Bruce Trail Conservancy

Kawartha Heritage 

Georgian Bay

Rideau Waterway

Morgan Roblin has been helping EBC pull together our 

baseline documentation reports. Each conservation agreement 

requires a fifty-page compilation of everything we know about the 

property including photos, maps, legal documents and species lists 

so landowners can agree on the status of the property at the time of 

agreement. This will prevent confusion later if there is ever alleged 

to be a problem observing the covenants. 

 

Lately she’s been creating our applications for federal funding 

offered through Nature Conservancy and Ontario Land Trust 

Alliance. We are very glad to have this financial help, but it will 

only account for about a quarter of our conservation-related 

expenses since only the only expenses allowed are within the 

government year when registration of title actually occurred. If we 

register in April, expenses from March are disqualified. Many of 

our projects take more than a year, especially when severances and 

approvals from Environment Canada take a further 6 to 12 months 

and funding requires their final approval. 

 

Morgan has a degree in environmental studies from Guelph. As an 

entomologist, she’s now our expert in identifying bugs. 
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4.37% Protected 

With the addition of National Capital Commission and Royal 

Botanical Gardens lands and new protected areas, we have reached 

4.37% of Ontario South of the Shield protected. This is still far 

from the 17% to be protected under Ontario’s Biodiversity 

Initiative, especially in areas of highest biodiversity, but it is up a 

bit as more protected areas come to light and more areas protected. 

 

  Current Projects 
 

Near Tara: A 200-acre wetland with 

Arran Lake shoreline. 

 

Near Mt. Forest: 100-acre agreement with Fairchild Creek 

 

Near Varney: 42-acre agreement 

 

Near Heathcote: 9-acre donation on the Beaver River 

 

 

 

Facebook EBC has reached over 330 “friends” thanks to a 

great effort by Morgan Roblin to keep our site current. Visit us! 

Facebook.com/EscarpmentBiosphereConservancy 

We need Stewards….call Bob Barnett 

Niagara Escarpment Parks EBC has added five 

new reserves which should qualify as Niagara Escarpment Parks 

and Open Space access parks.  The two most recent are the 

Waisberg and Skeoch properties described in more detail in this 

issue of Precipice. Last issue we featured John Thomson’s 

dramatic cliff past Wiarton. Our other new parks will be the 

McKichan property on the south bank of the Hockley Valley and 

Jim Harvey’s nature sanctuary he bequeathed to us on the 

Mulmur/Nottawasaga Townline south of Creemore.    
 

Anne Doyle has been remembered by Christopher Munn 

of Owen Sound through monthly donations. We appreciate 

Christopher’s memory of Anne taking a tangeable form by 

protecting nature.  

 

 

 

 

 

Gunter Springer has donated a 

conservation agreement on his newest property. Gunter certainly 

has a good eye for important properties. This new 100-acre reserve 

is located just east of Dornoch and Highway 6. At the west end is a 

provincially significant wetland beside some high ridges with 

deciduous forest. There are several clearings at the east end and 

much of the property has been reforested with conifers now more 

than 20 years old.  
 

Gunter’s specialty is planting trees. This property offers scope for 

even more planting. I lose track of how many hundred thousand 

trees he’s added to the landscape to soak up our carbon dioxide. 

Crossing the 

creek to see 

the rest of the 

reserve 

Nature 
Conserv. 



David Kendall and Grecia 

Mayers have donated a dramatic 

conservation agreement on two lots with 8 acres right on 

top of the Escarpment at Belfountain. One lot will never 

have a house. Below the Escarpment there is a goat trail 

below the sheer cliffs leading to a lime kiln. All this is part 

of the well-known Devil’s Pulpit feature. Several years ago 

they donated a route for the Bruce Trail. Your conservation 

of the Escarpment is much appreciated!!!!!   

Stephens 
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The 

Stephens 

Family have 

donated another six 

properties right 

along the Mad River 

in Glencairn. We 

completed the 

severance for two more and hope to register the last 

three this spring. Thank you! 

Judy and Eric Skeoch have 

made a great contribution by donating this 86-

acre reserve right on the Niagara Escarpment 

and right on the Bruce Trail. You’ll find the 

property about 600 metres south of Sideroad 15 

and about a kilometre east of Ravenna. Follow 

the Bruce Trail as it winds about 800 metres  

through the property.  The property contains 

crevice caves, a Beaver River tributary with 

wetland and rock outcrops.  We esecially 

thank Judy and Eric for their patience as we 

received severance permission from the 

Niagara Escarpment Commission and the 

Town of the Blue Mountains. Then, it 

seemed to take months to get the deeds 

signed. We are waiting for approval from 

Environment Canada.                                                   

Any Time: Visit an EBC 

reserve, just call us for directions 

or visit the web site. Help us list the birds 

and plants found there. Get the kids out 

on a scavenger hunt, bring your camera. 

Skeoch reserve, just 

east of Ravenna 


