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Now…. 
46 sq. km. 
protected! 

HOBSON  
Thanks to you and your 
generous friends, EBC was 
able to protect this great 
piece of Huron shoreline. 
Yes, we protected: 

94 acres 

1,200 feet of Huron shore 

5 km trail access 

 
The owner, Emily Hobson, donated $40,500 
through the federal EcoGift program and 
the Nature Conservancy and Environment 
and Climate Change Canada granted $52,000 
through the Natural Areas Conservation 
Program to make this project happen. Your 
contribution through EBC was $67,000 to 
complete the $135,000 purchase including 
fees, stewardship and signage. 

Missing Pieces On April 9th we acquired the 

Landsmann property with its 50 acres surrounded by 
our Alvar Bay reserve. Thank you to everyone who 
contributed so generously! The ancient cedars are 
now safe with us and part of our main 409 contiguous 
acres reserve...seven separate acquisitions. 
The six Harkins lots at Zinkan Cove were donated with 
300 m of shoreline on July 10th. That makes two 
longstanding projects done!!! 

149 
reserves 
overall 

New Reserves: 
Thomson……………..42 ac  Page 2 
Stoot…………………..42 ac  Page 3  
Stephens …..…….…….8 ac  Page 4 

Brink………..………..100 ac  Page 5 
Westenberg…………193 ac  Page 6 
and 

Events ……………...…………Page 2 
Ontario Trails Act……………Page 4 
Annual General Meeting….. Page 5 

Nature Conservancy has conserved the 

shoreline property outlined in pink from Emily Hobson to 
compliment EBC’s adjacent new reserve. EBC’s reserves 
are outlined in purple while Nature Conservancy, Ontario 
Nature and Ontario Heritage Trust properties are outlined 
in green. This diagram illustrates the degree to which this 
area of high provincial significance and untouched 
shoreline has been protected by the conservation 
partners. Good teamwork! 



See us next year  
This fall we visited the Ripley Fair and Pumpkinfest at Port 
Elgin. Before that we were at the Windfall Festival in 
Newmarket, the Greenbelt Festival in Dundas and our 
Monarch Festival in Tobermory. We appreciate meeting old 
friends and helping new people find out about land trusts. 
 

Our next events are:  
 
Grey Bruce Woodlot Assoc., Elmwood, April 2 
Green Living Show in Toronto at the Convention Centre on 
Front Street April 15-17.  
Sources of Knowledge, Tobermory, April 29-May 1 
Opening Stephens, Glencairn, Sun. June 5th 
EBC’s AGM, June 12, location and time TBA, call us 
Butterfly Festival, Tobermory Visitor Centre, Aug 20, 21 
 

Let us know about fairs and events where we could 
present our display table. 
 
 

Let us plan a visit to one of our reserves with your club. We 
can plan to bring a naturalist to answer questions about 
what you see. Perhaps you’d like to help us with a bio blitz 
to identify all the species we can find in a day. Scouts, 
guides and church groups all qualify. We probably have a 
reserve near you. 
 

You can visit a reserve any time. Visit our web site for 
directions or give us a call. The map on the web site will help 
you find reserves near you.  

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or scenic 
interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species or 
natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research and 
educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public about 
conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and wildlife of 
the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low impact, ecologically 
sustainable recreational opportunities which complement and do not 

substantially conflict with this objective. 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
  For help with...            Please contact... 
  Land, general       Bob Barnett         (416) 960-8121 
  Chair        Robb McGuigan  (519) 599-5446 
  Secretary               James Murdoch  (416) 518-5850 
  Newsletter        Bob Barnett        (416) 960-8121 
  Land Stewardship  Bob Barnett        (416)-960-8121                     
Vice Chair              Gunter Springer   (519)-794-4002  

  Treasurer              Tim Watson         (416)-960-8121 
  Freer Point        Roy Jeffery           (705)-368-3377 
  Telecom        Anna Barnett        (416) 960-8121                                                                                    
  Events        Morgan Roblin      (416)-960-8121 
  Alvar Bay        Catherine Lake     (416) 469-5815   

Niagara Escarpment Views features an 

article by Bob Barnett in each quarterly issue reaching 
30,000 people along the Escarpment. Last issue featured 
how you can leave a legacy of nature and the next issue will 
describe how you can prevent future owners from 
developing your land as a gravel pit or a subdivision. 

WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 
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EBC’s New Direction 

We want you to visit. See our web site for 
directions to our reserves. We will soon 
begin printing brochures welcoming you! 

Bob’s bit of excitement 

Just after returning from Hong Kong and Cambodia, I was 
watching a Maple Leaf game and started to get chest 
pains. Yup, it was a heart attack, so I spent 3 weeks at 
Toronto General Hospital getting a triple bypass as there 
were about 20 blockages, some pretty serious. Lots of 
people came to visit so there was rarely a dull moment, 
especially with the grandchildren careening about. After 
three months, I’ve been cleared to do everything again, so 
I’m up to my old regime driving about the countryside 
talking to landowners and visiting properties. Gunter 
Springer and I had a great visit to the new Westenberg 
reserve just as all the snow was melting. The snowshoes 
had to stay in the car. Unfortunately the ice was too weak 
so we got close, but not close enough to Arran Lake. We 
could see it about 300 metres away. Now it’s work as 
usual, cardio rehab and learning to sleep better. 

Ruth Thomson has donated a conservation 

agreement over her 42-acre property east of Varney. I had 
never seen so many showy 
orchids in one place. Ruth 
spends winters in Brazil with 
indigenous people translat-
ing the bible into the native 
language. Thank you Ruth. 

Showy Orchid 

Keep in touch let us know if you want Precipice 

by email and/or want email updates every month.  
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Doreen 
Stoot has donated the back of her 50-acre property 

just north east of Hanover. Several years ago she 
donated a conservation agreement, but we have now 
severed off the front 8 acres so she can retain her house 
and a 5-acre field. Part of the property is designated 
Environmental Protection while the forest at the south 
end is deemed a significant woodland by the county. EBC 
helped with the severance which was complicated by the 
esker, designated a significant mineral resource area. 
The province wishes to protect such gravel resources 
from being subdividied as residential lots. Some of the 
land is afforesting naturally. 

Toronto Dominion’s Friends of 
the Environment Foundation 

granted EBC $2,000 of funding to print free maps to 
help Manitoulin’s visitors get out into nature while 
extending their stay on the Island. Thank you TD! 
That will cover half of the cost. Any ideas on raising 
the rest would be greatly appreciated. We have room 
for a big logo on the map for a sponsor to take this 
on. We distribute 8-10,000 maps a year at the ferry 
and tourism offices. This printing should last for at 
least three years. The new map will show the new 
Wiki trail and the new access to EBC’s property on 
the south shore between Providencce and Carter 
Bays. Every year over 10,000 people visit our Cup 
and Saucer reserve alone. Few visitors in 2008 were 
local, meaning that mostly tourists were coming for a 
look. A surprising 18% were international with 22% 
from Toronto (6 hours) and 20% from Sudbury. 

 

Butterfly Festival See you next August 

20/21, but phone first just to make sure the weekend 
hasn’t changed. Word is the butterflies are back in 
force at the Mexican wintering grounds. Despite this 
upward fluctuation, we need to keep growing 
milkweed and working to keep chemicals under 
control on our fields. I’m reading Rachel Carson’s 
Silent Spring. Despite 50 years, it is not the least 
dated. Last weekend I read in the New Yorker about 
DuPont’s dumping of “teflon” chemicals and the 
impact on that Americal community. 

Ontario’s Trails Act 
After several years of discussion, Ontario is moving ahead 
with trails legislation. This will deal with issues of trail 
liability making it easier for landowners to permit access. 
Most important for EBC is the new provision which will 
allow a landowner to grant an easement for trail access 
that will stand up when a future owner acquires the land. 
We congratulate the province for this important initiative 
which should encourage more people to stay home and 
visit Ontario rather than flying off to other countries. 

Your new Board 

Stoot: from the esker 



Invest in nature. 
 

Every $1 invested returns $18 every year.  We hope 
investors will take a small fraction (say, 5%) of their 
investment returns and use it to protect nature’s services 
like air and water cleaning, and the tourism, recreation 
and education nature brings us.  That helps everyone in 
the community. Nature’s Benefit Fund is a great way to 
“Green” your portfolio. 
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You can be a big part of this 
picture Since most of our work is to accept land 

donations, your donation protects a lot of land. A typical 
100-acre donation costs us between $5,000 and 
occasionally $15,000 to accept.. That’s about $100 per 
acre. Last year we spent $110,000 to accept over 
1,400 acres or less than $80 per acre. 
 

$100 protects: an acre of land 
which represents $1,800 of 
ecological services annually 
(cleaner air, water, flood protection, recreation, 
pollination and good old fasihioed rare species which  
need some space amid all the houses and farms). 

Membership We need you as a member. 

Your $35 membership counts as a donation or you 
can sign up for 3 years for only $95. Membership 
entitles you to vote at thhe Annual meeting coming up 
in June and it sends a message that you care about 
the conservation of our special places. Our 
membership fees are a vital part of our budget which 
goes to create nature reserves. 
 

Trail Guides We have started designing 

guides for our trails. The first off the press will cover 
our properties most accessible from Toronto. Starting 
with the Simmons reserve right in Caledon East, 
covering Farquharson and Harvey near Creemore and 
ending with our Stephens reserve along the Mad River 
near Glencairn. They’re free and include maps of each 
trail, directions and pictures. 
 

Trail Building We have started on a major 

program to invite the public to visit our reserves. Can 
you volunteer some time to help build and maintain 
trails? Trail building was one of the things that brought 
me closer to the land. It may sound hard, but our trails 
are fairly light on the land. Mostly we need volunteers 
with secutors (long handled snips) to cut back 
branches that hang out over the path. Then we need 
careful painters to create blazes to show the path. If 
you want something more energetic, we need a skilled 
chain saw operator and someone who can follow a 
GPS and help design the best trail. Let me know if you 
can help out. We will plan some group events. Trails 
are needed 
on about 80 
properties 
from Caledon 
to Manitoulin 
and west to 
Lake Huron.  

Stephens Reserve now 
complete Back in 2010 Ed Stephens 

approached us about accepting 17 properties from 
various members of the family.. These lots had been in 
the family for many generations and were originally to 
be the Mad River Subdivision, but the roads were never 
built, so buildings couldn’t be erected. There is only one 
cottage and that fell in many years ago. Despite the 
fact you couldn’t build, the assessment was high 
leaving the grandchildren of the original owners paying 
high taxes for the right to hike in and walk along the 
River. Over 5 years, 15  properties were donated in 
small groups. The largest was 45 acres and owned by 
4 relatives. Sorting out who owned each piece required 
years of legal work. 
 
In March, the last two lots were donated, but only after 
severing off pieces to allow access from the farm field 
above to the River below.  That process, including 
surveys, a rezoning, a consent hearing and a lot of 
legal work took about a year. Finally Jack Stephens 
and Claire Tummon were able to give us the final two 
pieces of the puzzle. 
 
Now, six years later, we have all 17 lots in our new 
reserve which stretches on both sides of the Mad about 
1.5 kilometres from the Glencairn Conservation Area to 
Concession 3. We thank Ed and the other Stephens 
family members for all their patience while the lawyers 
did all the research and got the papers ready. Stephen 
Christie took over after the original lawyer, Stephen 
Johnson died during the process. Robert Wilson, our 
board member, did years of work to help EBC. Thank 
you to all those who helped. 
 
Over the years, ATVs have chewed up the trail, gone 
through the River and left pools of water that bred 
mosquitos and made walking a muddy affair.  
Nottawasage Valley C.A. has now fenced off the 
parking lot and the Stephens have gated off the field 
which leads to the reserve. EBC has tried putting 
cables across entry points. We hope this will solve the 
problem. 
 
The Ganaraska Trail runs through our reserve, along 
the north side of the River. JOIN US. WALK THE 
TRAIL. Just come to Glencairn, east of Airport Road or 
west of Angus. 
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  Current Projects 
 
Near Guelph: An 85-acre farm 
agreement along the Speed River 

 
Near Mansfield: a 42-acre property along the Pine River and 
a major hill. 
 
Near Rockford: a 100-acre agreement with Spey River 
wetland 
 
Near Chatsworth: 175-acre conservation agreement with a 
big waterfall. 
 
Near Tara: a 100-acre farm agreement  
 
Near Wiarton: 600 acres with forest and wetland 

 

Near Goderich: A 100-acre property with mature forest along the 

Nine Mile River. 

Facebook EBC has reached over 675 “friends” thanks 

to a great effort by Morgan Roblin to keep our site current. 
Get regular updates. Visit us at  
Facebook.com/EscarpmentBiosphereConservancy 

We need Trail Builders….call Bob 

Helen Brink and her late husband, Andrew, have 

donated a conservation agreement on their 100-acre farm 
near Mount Forest. This farm is bisected by Fairchild Creek, 
a Saugeen tributary. There is a mature cedar forest along 
the Creek and much of the land north of the Creek has been 
reforested by the family. They protect not only the property 
but the log cabin and farmland using this agreement. Thank 
you, Helen. A conservation agreement can help you protect 
the property you love and wish to protect from future 
development like loss of farmland, severances and 
unsustainable logging. 

 
 

We are also 
preserving essential  
farm land 

Pictures of our new Brink reserve with Fairchild 
Creek. Thank you Helen! 



OLTAP FUNDING The Ontario Land 

Trust Alliance gets funding from Environment 
Canada to help land trusts acquire nature and 
protect Ontario’s 217 rare and endangered species. 
This helps EBC meet about 10% of our acquisition 

related costs. Missing from the picture is Ontario’s Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry. Although they do great work in 
the new Species Protection Branch, the Integration Branch which 
helps Land Trusts has been vehement in their refusal to help with 
the costs of securing land. EBC and other land trusts are left to 

pay the costs of appraisals and legal fees. Surely helping us 
receive donated land would be the best way to 
protect the habitat of rare, threatened and 
endangered species. Historically such grants, which ended 

in 2012, have yielded land at only $37 per acre. Every dollar 
spent protects $18 of the ecosystem services we depend on. We 
are asking for only 1 cent per resident of Ontario per year. 

Could you contact your MPP and ask their help? 
Let’s meet them together.  

Arran Lake 
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Westenberg Sharon and Jim 

found out about our work through their 
family. The McSporrans donated 60 acres 
along the Saugeen in 2007. On February 
19th we were very pleased to receive this 
193-acre gift of wetland and hardwood 
forest right on the side of Arran Lake. 
Despite a few tries, I haven’t got as far as 
the Lake: it’s just too wet. We thought 
February would be good for a visit, but the 
ice was too mushy. The Westenbergs were 
very patient as we went through the 
rezoning and severance processes. Thank 
you Jim and Sharon. May future 
generations enjoy your enduring gift. 

Any Time: Visit an 
EBC reserve, just call us for 

directions or visit the web site. Help 
us list the birds and plants found 
there. Get the kids out on a 
scavenger hunt, bring your camera. 

“We are working to protect 

Ontario’s rich biodiversity for 

future generations”  

Bill Mauro, Minister of MNRF 

“You will continue to work with 

other ministers and partners to 

advance measures aimed at further 

strengthening and protecting 

Ontario’s biodiversity”  

Kathleen Wynne, Premier  

(to Bill Mauro, MNRF) 


