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Our 
20th 

Birthday! 

EBC got its charitable status 
in December 1997  Since 
then, we’ve created 161 
reserves with 13,030 acres 
(52.7 sq km) and 53 rare 
species protected. EBC has 
become the second largest 
land trust in Ontario. Our land 
is worth over $18 million, 
protects ecosystem services 
worth over $25 million and  
sequesters over 138,000 
tonnes of carbon annually.  

$137 billion/year is the cost of invasive species 

to the US economy every year. Edward O. Wilson cites this 
cost in Half Earth, his newest book. Speaking of books…..
see Mark Zelinski’s new book on the Escarpment…..The 
Heart of Turtle Island.  
It includes Manitoulin and EBC’s work..copies from us. 

52.8 
sq. km.

protected 
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Premier Kathleen 
Wynne visiting the 
EBC display at the 
Rotary Corn Roast 
in Toronto on 
September 17th.
We chatted briefly 
about getting 
MNRF more 
involved in 
meeting the goals 
of the Biodiversity 
Initiative. We set 
out our skulls at 
the fall fairs to get 
the kids talking 
and that gets their 
parents engaged. 
That big doe skull 
in the middle was 
donated by Gord 
Edwards who also 
gave us a skunk 
skull with moving parts. 

CELEBRATE our 20th YEAR 

EBC’s present 
Ontario’s Heritage 

Protected 

(See page 6) 



Visit EBC’s Trails 

We want you to visit our reserves. See our 
web site for directions. We have a new brochure for 
the trails near Toronto from Caledon through Hockley 
and up to Glencairn and Creemore. 

Bullfrog Power  
EBC’s new solar system is up and running at Alvar Bay! Alex 
Cowan built the base and Ted and I helped him bolt it directly 
to the bedrock. Catherine Lake worked with Mike Murray, the 
solar guy, and the electrician and plumber  to get everything 
working together. We really appreciate the grant from Bullfrog 
which makes our nature reserve a much better place for nature. 
Are you using Bullfrog’s sustainable, renewable power? Do you 
need a cottage to visit every year at 1/10th the price and cost of 
a normal cottage? It’s a whole kilometre away from the nearest 
neighbour, has better birds than the nearby Important Bird Area 
and puts you right on a globally rare alvar. Join us! 
 

Our next EVENTS are:  
 
Grey Bruce Farm Week in Elmwood, Monday January 9th 
Woodlot Conference, Elmwood, date TBA 
Green Living Show at Toronto Conv. Ctr April 6-8th 
 

You can visit a reserve any time. Visit our web site for 
directions or give us a call at 888-815-9575.  

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or scenic 
interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species or 
natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research and 
educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public about 
conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and wildlife of 
the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low impact, ecologically 
sustainable recreational opportunities which complement and do not 

substantially conflict with this objective. 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
  For help with...                      Please contact... 
  Land, general        Bob Barnett         (416) 960-8121 
  Chair                     Miriam Henriques(416) 225-0741 
  Secretary               Catherine Lake   (416) 906-9911 
  Newsletter              Bob Barnett        (416) 960-8121 
  Land Stewardship  Morgan Roblin    (416)-960-8121 
  Vice Chair              Alex Cowan        (647)-808-4778  
  Treasurer               Dan King             (416)-960-8121 
  Freer Point             Roy Jeffery          (705)-368-3377 
  Alvar Bay               Catherine Lake    (416) 906-9911  
  Telecom                 Anna Barnett       (416) 960-8121                     
  Events                    Morgan Roblin     (416)-960-8121   

Niagara Escarpment 
Views features an article by Bob 

Barnett in each quarterly issue reaching 
25,000 people along the Escarpment. We have a new article 
about climate change based on a new book by Tony 
McMichael which diagnoses the demise of scores of local 
civilizations from climate changes and proceeds to analyze 
how the coming changes will affect us globally. 
Walker Industries helped Jim MacPherson remove an old 
trailer from our Ruhl Reserve in Duntroon. Thank you! 

WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 
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HALF-EARTH 
E.O. Wilson has published a new book which describes in 
depth the complexity of interactions within ecosystems. 
We likely have 8.7 million species on earth when you 
include bacteria and microorganisms. He quickly disposes 
of many simplistic views like ‘invasive species will create 
suitable new ecosystems’ and ’humans can survive with 
only a few species left around them’. He notes that the US 
economy is losing $137 billion a year through the impact 
of invasive species. “Imagine! Hundreds of years in the 
making, and we’re extinguishing Earth’s biodiversity as 
though the species of the world are no better than weeds 
and kitchen vermin.” …. “it is believed that the current rate 
of extinction overall is between one hundred and one 
thousand times higher than it was originally, and all due to 
human activity.” He concludes… 
“The only solution to the ‘Sixth Extinction’ is to increase 
the area of inviolable reserves to half the surface of the 
earth or greater.” 
EBC is working hard to get Ontario protected. 

Marjorie McLeod donated her 100-acre property 

at North Louise Lake, near the Kinghurst Forest. This is a 
very important new reserve with provincially significant 
wetland and a drumlin with hardwood forest. Marjorie 
decided to donate the family property after visiting our 
display at the Rotary Corn Roast in Leaside….part of 
Toronto. We appreciate this generous donation. I hope 
you’ll visit. It’s just east of North Louise Lake and certainly 
worth a walk.  

Our new protected 
wetland just east of 
North Louise Lake, 
near Kinghurst  
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Simon and Leintje de Boer have 

donated a conservation agreement on 100 acres of their 
farm near Tara. This is our first agreement with a full-time 
farm family. They are protecting a tributary of Arkwright 
Creek and the surrounding natural area and protecting 
about 80 acres of farmland from development. They’ve 
agreed to keep a portion of the land as meadow for 
grassland birds like Bobolink and Eastern Meadowlark. 
We originally met Simon at the Ontario Nature sponsored 
Greenways meetings in Owen Sound where he 
represented CFFO, the Christian Farmers. This great 
new reserve is just east of the Westenberg reserve at 
Aaron Lake and just north of our Sauble River reserve. 
Thank you Simon and Leintje!! 

Carbon Credits EBC has received the 

$100,800 from Ontario’s MOECC and has now sold 
another 2,000 tonnes to a financial planner thanks to our 
friends like Dan Fraleigh at CarbonZero. We’re still 
hoping the concept of “enhanced management” makes 
its way into the protocol being developed by MOECC in 
consultation with MNRF for the mandatory program 
where those industries which cannot reduce their carbon 
emissions sufficiently must purchase offsets (from 
vendors like EBC).  
 
Did you realize that harvested timber rarely sequesters 
carbon for long and that only 17% lasts 100 years? The 
rest ends up as fuel, paper, packaging, skids in the 
landfill or slash which rots in the forest. 

 

Fall Fairs This year we tried some new fairs. First 

Anna and I went up to Providence Bay where they gave us 
a great welcome. Despite having an outdoor booth, the 
weather cooperated and we met lots of old friends and 
some new ones. Don Leblond donated a preserved foetus 
of a faun. Next came Chesley, then the huge fair at Paisley. 
The Rotary Corn Roast in Toronto was followed by 
Pumpkinfest up in Port Elgin with Agata and Sean Rudd. 
We stayed at Art Wiebe and Janice McKean’s on their Ark 
reserve. Such fairs allow us to gauge people’s interest.  

Donate your carbon credits 
EBC hopes to work with landowners to ensure they get a 
benefit from managing their woodlot for long term carbon 
sequestration. Qualifying for the program individually will  
take considerable work and expense. With our experts, we 
can make that job much easier. We feel that our landowners 
with conservation agreements will easily qualify for credits. If 
landowners donate those credits to EBC we can pay lower 
expenses of verification and sale and give them an income 
tax receipt for the net value. I hope you will put your woodlot 
to work solving Canada’s carbon crisis and if EBC gets the 
cash, we can conserve more land. Call Bob for more info…. 

Your EBC Board 

Thank YOU to Saba Ahmad and Malcolm Silver. 

We’re sorry you’re stepping back from the board. Saba, 
formerly our vice-chair who has helped with so many things 
including our audit continues to help us with her legal work 
on the Dann Harris matter. Malcolm was our board chair 
and donated a very imporant Beaver Valley Reserve. We 
welcolme Kaeleigh Phillips and Alex Cowan who has 
stepped in as vice-chair.  

Name Occupation Role City, Province 
        
Lada Alexychuk artist director Toronto 
Alex Cowan millwright vice-

chair 
Toronto 

Marg Gaviller school trustee director Owen Sound 
Miriam Henriques ret. educator chair Toronto 
Roy Jeffery doctor director Little Current 
Dan King financial services treasurer Toronto 
Catherine Lake civil servant secretary Toronto 
Karen MacDufee civil servant director Toronto 
Kaeleigh Phillips journalist director Toronto 
Gunter Springer ret. engineer director Chatsworth 
Leah Stansbury lawyer director Toronto 
Haiyun Wang lawyer director Toronto 
Tom Waechter engineer director Richmond Hill 
Robert Wilson lawyer director Toronto 
Linda Willson ret. educator director Gore Bay          



Invest in nature (2016 stats) 
 

Every $58 donated to EBC protects an acre of land. 
That forested acre protects $1,800 of ecological 
services every year. That means you get hiking, rare 
species protected, cleaner air, flood protection,  
pollinators and a lot more. You and your neighbours 
get $31 of services EVERY year thereafter. We hope 
investors will take a small fraction (say, 5%) of their 
investment returns and donate it to us to GREEN YOUR 
PORTFOLIO. That helps everyone in the community.  
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Phragmites….Gotta beat it! We had 

quite an infestation of Phragmites on our Simmons 
reserve beside Airport Road just north of Caledon East. 
First we went up in the spring and trimmed off all the 
old seeds. That took two trips. Then we went up and 
tried to remove the entire stalk. With a half acre, there 
were thousands of stalks. We hauled them up the bank 
to dry, bundle after bundle. Then there was the return 
trip to get those we’d missed and pull up more stalks. I  
got nailed pretty emphatically by a spider and got a 
dozen wasp bites. Ivor Simmons, Tom Waechter,  

Bill Walker Gunter Springer and Gord 

Edwards joined me on Friday the 13th to meet Bill, 
the MPP for Owen Sound area. Bill was very 
enthusiastic about our work and offered to help us get 
the attention of Finance and the Ministry of Natural 
Resources. Both Gord and Gunter have donated 
many conservation agreements which reduce their 
property values by about 40%, yet pay the same taxes 
as the guy next door whose property value has not 
been reduced by covenants restricting severances 
and digging it up for gravel. We appreciate that the 
municipalities don’t want to lose tax revenue…..so we 
suggested that the province give up their education 
share. Without the help of private landowners it’ll be 
very difficult to meet the province’s Biodiversity goal of 
17%. The new stats indicate that with land trusts 
increasing to 0.74% of southern Ontario, we’re now up 
to 4.41% overall, still about 1/4 of the goal. 
  
Here’s an example: Typically an acre of forest is 
assessed at $2,000. Taxes would be $20/ac or $2,000 
for a full hundred acres. That is reduced to 25% if the 
landowner enrols in the managed forest program or 
$500. The program we suggest would take away the 
education taxes or about half the tax bill. A $250 
savings would be enough to encourage many 
landowners to participate. Such an annual saving 
could be a greater incentive than a one time tax 
receipt for $120,000 worth $50,000. Together they’re 
much more enticing.  
 

The taxes lost to the Province for all 47 EBC reserves 
would be quite modest at about $7,500. I note that 
EBC protects a quarter of the agreements held by 
Ontario land trusts. 

Linda McLean and our student, Lucas, put in 
yeoman service. We hope we can beat it back a bit 
more every year, but it will continue to be a challenge. 
EBC’s new battery hedge trimmer will continue to solve 
a big problem...slaying Phragmites. Visit our new trail 
on the Simmons property at Caledon East. 
 
Judith Jones and her team spent the summer on 
Manitoulin slaying huge amounts of Phragmites 
including our Freer Point Property. 
 

EBC’s big black locust tree….
decided to fall in our back yard 
 

Anna and I were up in Providence Bay when the first 
call came in from a neighbour. A huge branch had 
fallen on the school next door and was stuck in the 
wires. When another neighbour phoned to say their 
cars were blocked in we had to do something. So we 
phoned miracle worker Tom Waechter. He rushed over 
and cut a tunnel through to rescue their cars. When we 
returned, it took a full day with me and my tenant (an 
astronomer) to figure out how to remove the rest. We 
did some physics calculations and decided just where 
to make the big cut to avoid breaking windows and 
pulling down wires. Success. A big thunk and then we 
spent another four hours on the hottest day of the year 
with EBC’s battery chain saw cutting it all up. Worked 
like a charm. Another day and we got to the smaller 
branches. Sixteen garden bags later we had the foliage 
out too. Thank you Nicolas! He came all the way from 
the Canary Islands and never figured on logging his 
way through his holiday. 
 

Outdoors Adventures Arnie Clark and 

his merry band up in Owen Sound have made a huge 
difference to Gunter Springer’s reserve on Con. 3 near 
Rockford. First they built a trail down one side of the 
stream and back on the other. They’ve taken telephone 
poles and built bridges. They’ve put gravel riffles in the 
stream to encourage trout to return. We just heard from 
Arnie and GSCA about all the types of fish in there.  
Next they plan to create a trail from Nichol’s Gully up to 
the bowling Alley at the other end of EBC’s reserve on 
the Pottawatami.We met Arnie and his friends last fall 
at Arnie’s barbeque after Bill Murdoch’s radio show. 

Arnie Clark and 
his friends at 
Outdoors 
Adventures 
doing their trail 
building thing. 
We really 
appreciate their 
help making our 
natural areas 
accessible 
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  Current Projects 
 
 
 

Near Durham: a 130-acre agreement on both sides of the 
Saugeen River including a retreat centre. 
 
Near Collingwood: a 10-acre donation right on the shore  
 
Near Arthur: a 100-acre conservation agreement 
 
Near Ayton: a 100-acre agreement on the South Saugeen 
 
Near Georgetown: a 15-acre agreement on the Niagara 
Escarpment 
 
Near Goderich: a 90-acre donation right on the Maitland 
River 

Facebook EBC has reached almost 800 “friends” 
thanks to a great effort by Morgan Roblin to keep our site 
current. Get regular updates. Visit us at  
Facebook.com/EscarpmentBiosphereConservancy 

We need Trail Builders  call Bob at 888 815-9575 

KOWAL/HEIGENHAUSER Luba Kowal 

and George Heigenhauser have donated almost 40 acres 
along Kowal Lane in Red Bay, close to the better-known 
Petrel Point. The original idea in Luba’s family was to 
subdivide the property for residential uses, but George and 
Luba, avid naturalists, have decided it’s best left for nature. 
Much of the property is forested, some is wetland and there 
is a meadow. Last time I was there, we had a wild turkey 
family running all over with the mother trying to lure us 
away from the little ones. This will be a great property for a 
trail. George, when he’s not teaching at McMaster, builds 
amazing cedar boats. They get involved in the local issues 
on the Peninsula, trying to keep road building projects out 
of nature. Thank you Luba and George for helping meet E.
O. Wilson’s goal of protecting half of the earth’s surface for 
nature. 

Celebrating 20 years of EBC’s 
Conservation 

Morgan Roblin has gone back to school! She’s taking 

a one year program in ecological restoration at Niagara College. 
That means she’ll be helping us a bit on nights and weekends with 
ecological reports and baseline reports on emerging properties. 
She’ll keep her hand in with grant applications. We look forward to 
spring when she’ll be back. Agata Rudd has joined us in the 
interim. She’s travelled to Sudbury to see Willisville Mountain and 
stayed with Ted and Joanne. She helped Catherine and me get 
our Trillium grant in. We’ve asked for assistance creating 
partnerships with local groups, help creating new reserves like 
Willisville and help getting the message out that the Highway 6 
corridor from Port Dover to the LaCloche is a terrific place to visit. 
Agata joins us f rom Poland and Britain where she got her MSc in 
Organizational Behaviour from the University of London and 
worked with Ark, an international educational charity, heading up  
outreach for their teacher training program. Ark’s main mission is 
helping students get an appropriate education regardless of their 
background and problems wthin the educational system. I hope 
that she can foster new partnerships and funding opprtunities for 
EBC, especially as we enter our Willisville Challenge (page 6). 
She’ll be working a lot with Ted.           

Cup and Saucer Open AGAIN! 
 
On the May 24th weekend, we started getting calls that the Cup’s 
parking lot was blocked off. EBC was able to offer a new trail to the 
summit. Roy Jeffery and twelve volunteers jumped into action 
and soon had a replacement trail on EBC land from Highway 540, 
instead of Bidwell Road. The problem continues to be the parking lot. 
The Town of North East Manitoulin and the Islands and their 
CAO, Dave Williamson, got an emergency culvert permit from 
MTO. Their staff created a parking lot and placed gravel for 35 cars. 
Every weekend it was full and overflowing onto the shoulder of the 
Highway. Now we’re planning a 35-car extension. Having a place 
where 10,000 people a year can climb up and get spectacular views 
is important to the entire community. 



Close the Gap!  Most of the LaCloche 

Mountain Range has been conserved by Ontario 
Parks, like Killarney and Nature Reserves together with 

the Whitefish River First Nation. The Voyageur Trail extends from Sault 
Ste. Marie almost to Sudbury. We need to get this section on the Heaven’s 
Gate trail open. The new reserve will support protection of a dozen of 
Ontario’s rare species including Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, Cougar, 
Snapping Turtle, Blanding’s Turtle, Northern Map Turtle, Eastern Musk 
Turtle, Milksnake, Eastern Wood Peewee, Whippoorwill, Least Bittern, and 
our “signature” species, the Monarch Butterfly.  Each acre of mountain is 
costing us only $702 dollars. We hope that 
you will help us close the ecological and funding 

gaps and help 
this project 
become a 

reality. You 
can do it! 
 

 

Precipice - Newsletter of the Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Fall 2017 - Number 42                                                 Page 6 

Willisville Mountain EBC has 

just submitted an offer to purchase the 
entire mountain, part of the spectacular 3.5 
billion year old LaCloche range. Most 
people know these hills from Killarney  
Park. This 225-acre property, the best-
known symbol in the LaCloche will become 
an EBC gem like the Cup and Saucer. 
Located right on Highway 6, you can enjoy 
its enticing trail to the top of the silica-white 
cliffs and views over the North Channel 
and Frood and Charlton Lakes. The site is 
the setting of many Group of Seven 
paintings. Galleries protect the paintings...
now worth millions….it’s time to protect the 

original landscape. But we can’t do 
that without you! 

Our 20th Anniversary 
project…… 
Help us conserve  
Willisville Mountain  

Franklin 

Carmichael’s 

painting of 

Willisville 

Mountain on Jon 

Butler’s 

contemporary 

photograph 

THE GAP: shown 

in pink, where green 

is Parks and yellow 

is First Nations’ 

land.  

Georgian Bay/

North Channel 

Protect the 

La Cloche Mountains 


