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 EBC’s Mountain challenge is 
well underway. We’ve raised 
more than half the money.  
One Toronto family donated 
securities worth $42,000. 
Another family with a cottage in 
Bay of Islands donated $10,000. 
Our art sale at First Unitarian 
brought in donations and sales 
of $8,000. The Bickell Fnd. 
added $5,000 and there was a 
round of great gifts after the last 
Precipice.  Thanks to you we are 
well underway to protecting this 
icon, 12 important species and 
providing a great hiking place!! 

$1.3 billion has been placed in the federal budget 

over 5 years to meet the 17% biodiversity goal. The Ontario 

government has put $15 million aside over three 

years. We thank Catherine McKenna, the federal minister 
and Nathalie DesRosiers, our Ontario minister, for making 
these important steps toward protecting not only our 
natural history but the ecosystem services which bring so 
much value to our lives every day. We rely on nature to 
clean the air and water, prevent floods, help pollination and 
protect our species at risk. Then, the added $2 billion/year 
from tourism in the Greenbelt alone. 
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Willisville Mountain inspired First Nations and 
later the voyageurs. Almost a century ago, this was 
the mecca for the Group of Seven who gathered at 
Franklin Carmichael’s cabin with almost this same 
view. Now many paintings of the Mountain and 
from the Mountain are found in galleries around the 
world. Our job is to protect the Mountain as the 
icon that inspired the paintings and put Canada on 
the cultural map. 

CELEBRATE our 20th YEAR 

EBC’s 20th 
birthday      
present  

Ontario’s Heritage 
Protected 

(See page 6) 

Photo: Catherine Lake 



Visit EBC’s Trails 

We want you to visit our reserves. See 
our web site for directions. We have a new brochure 
for the trails near Toronto from Caledon through 
Hockley and up to Glencairn and Creemore. 

 
 

Our next EVENTS are:  
 

 Sat. May 5, 11:00, Wardell Trail opening, Con 3 Derby, 
north of the Townline: trail walk, official opening. We 
thank Gunter Springer for donating the property and 
Outdoors Adventures for building the trail and wildlife 
aids. 

 Sun. June 10, 1:00, EBC AGM at the Mansfield Outdoor 
Centre on Airport Road, 2 km north of Mansfield. 

 August 25, 26 all day, EBC’s Butterfly Festival at the 
Front Door, Bruce Peninsula National Park: catch and 
tag Monarch Butterflies, see the movie, join us for a 
nature walk at Alvar Bay, maybe the night bat and moth 
watch too. 

 TBD, Fall Fairs close to you: Watch our web site for 
notices of the dates and towns we’ll visit this year 

 Sept 29 and 30, all day, Pumpkinfest in Port Elgin 
 

You can visit a reserve any time. Visit our web site for 
directions or give us a call at 888-815-9575.  

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or scenic 
interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species or 
natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research and 
educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public about 
conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and wildlife of 
the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low impact, ecologically 
sustainable recreational opportunities which complement and do not 
substantially conflict with this objective. 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
  For help with...            Please contact... 
  Land, general       Bob Barnett         (416) 960-8121 
  Chair        Miriam Henriques(416) 225-0741 
  Secretary               Catherine Lake   (416) 906-9911 
  Newsletter        Bob Barnett        (416) 960-8121 
  Land Stewardship  Morgan Roblin    (416)-960-8121 
  Vice Chair              Alex Cowan        (647)-808-4778  
  Treasurer              Dan King             (416)-960-8121 
  Freer Point        Roy Jeffery          (705)-368-3377 
  Alvar Bay        Catherine Lake    (416) 906-9911  
  Telecom        Anna Barnett       (416) 960-8121                                                                                   
  Events        Morgan Roblin     (416)-960-8121   

WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 
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AGATA RUDD 
Agata joined EBC from England last summer. This came 
at a perfect time since Morgan Roblin headed off to 
Niagara College to study Ecological Restoration for a year. 
Agata has been helping as Manager of Development by 
writing funding applications, helping organize events like 
our art sale, our Green Living Show and our upcoming 
event for cottagers near Willisville Mountain. Last Fall she 
joined us for a meeting with Vale on the Mountain 
acquisition and stayed with Ted and Joanne at Birch 
Island on the North Channel. Any day now, we expect 
she’ll be giving birth to a new son. So, just as Morgan 
returns from school, Agata is off to a new stage of her 
life…...diapers. Agata introduced us to her friend Annia 
Vuthirong who has been phoning some of our 
supporters we haven’t heard from in a while. Annonciade 
Murat, a new Master of Forest Conservation from UofT 
has helped us as a volunteer by preparing Eco Reports for 
the proposed new Francis Lake and Manitowaning 
Reserves. Morgan, too, helped prepare reports while at 
school. 

New Funding We were helping to encourage both 

the federal and provincial governments to include money in 
the budgets for the push toward the 2020 goal of achieving 
17% of our land conserved as a nature reserve or park. 
Given that Ontario, south of the Shield, is currently at 
4.41%, there’s a long way to go. The federal government 
pledged $1.3 billion over 5 years to get that impetus and  
provincial government announced $15 million over 3 years. 
The programs are still being designed but it looks like both 
capital funding and ancillary funds to pay the cost of 
accepting donations is in the works. THANK YOU! 

Niagara Escarpment 
Views features an article by Bob 

Barnett in each quarterly issue 
reaching 25,000 people along the 
Escarpment. We have a new article about Willisville 
Mountain and the next issue will feature investing in 
Ontario’s natural heritage to protect services which nature 
provides year after year in the form of cleaner air, water, 
flood reduction, healthier pollinators, carbon sequestration 
and tourism. Did you know that hiking and climbing add 
$872 million/yr to our Greenbelt economy?  

Doug vanHorne’s 
waterfall on the 
Bighead...conservatio
n assisted by federal 
funding 



Your EBC Board 
Norm Miller, the Ontario PC critic for MNRF was 

kind enough to invite Scott Young from the Muskoka 
Conservancy and Bob Barnett to visit at his constituency 
office in Bracebridge. We discussed the then-upcoming 
leadership convention and moved on to the important role 
land trusts play in local conservation. We noted the fairly 
dismal state of conservation achieved so far, particularly 
in Southern Ontario. Norm was very incisive and offered 
to write Minister Nathalie DesRosiers to recommend that 
Ontario invest in natural areas to protect the natural 
services and tourism. Scott invited him to visit local 
reserves. Norm’s subsequent letter brought a resonse, 
below from Minister DesRosiers who managed to get 
funding in the budget. I hope you will consider inviting 
EBC to visit with your MPP to encourage more activity 
toward the 2020 goal of 17%. MPPs are most often 
available on Fridays. Ask them at your door before June 
7th to help conserve nature. !! 

Art Sale First Unitarian Congregation hosted 

our art sale. We had about 30 pieces in our board room 
and they’ve found new homes. Ted and Joanne donated 
a few pieces as well. We had a very busy team cleaning 
the art, hanging it and arranging our big event on 
January 28. Thank you Catherine, Karen, Miriam, Ted 
and Agata for helping get us all together. A special 
thanks to First Unitarian and their art chair, Kate. 
 

Doreen Stoot who donated a very important 

reserve near Hanover has just died. We thank her for 
her assistance. We’re just planting 10 acres of trees 
behind the house her family retains at the front. Doug 
Boron, her neighbour who helped us with the 
donation and the species, just died as well. Two great 
people lost.  

 

Fall Fairs and outreach activities 
We’re lining up to do more fall fairs this year. If you think 
your community would be a good choice, let us know. We 
need an indoor space with electricity. We just finished the 
Grey Farm Week, Grey/Bruce Woodlands, Ontario Woodlot 
and Green Living events. All of those were very successful 
and we met quite a few potential land donors. Besides that, 
we made connections with potential stewards, monitors, 
board members and other people who empathize with our 
mission and want to help. 

We need YOU to join us on the board and help direct 
our activities. The board sets policies and broad directions 
while the executive director looks after the day-to-day 
affairs. As a small organization, our board members also 
chip in and help us with the stewardship and 
administration.Volunteer Ted Cowan has been a huge help 
with Green Living and especially our Willisville Mountain 
project. Without Ted, I doubt we could get the job done at 
all. 
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Name Occupation Role City

    

Lada Alexychuk artist director Toronto

Alex Cowan millwright v. chair Toronto

Marg Gaviller school trustee director Owen Sound

Miriam Henriques ret. educator chair Toronto

Roy Jeffery doctor director Little Current

Dan King financial services treasurer Toronto

Catherine Lake writer/editor secretary Toronto

Karen MacDufee public service director Toronto

Kaeleigh Phillips journalist director Toronto

Gunter Springer ret. engineer director Chatsworth

Leah Stansbury lawyer director Toronto

Haiyun Wang lawyer director Toronto

Tom Waechter eng tech director Richmond Hill

Robert Wilson lawyer director Toronto

Linda Willson ret. educator director Gore Bay         



 

Precipice - Newsletter of the Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Spring 2018 - Number 43                Page 4 

 

 

PROBLEMS IN MATTAWA The Ministry of 

Transportation is brushing off EBC’s concerns about their 
proposal to put a bypass right through our nature reserve with 
a waterfall, rare species and wetlands. They seem 
unconcerned that they need federal and provincial permission 
to break the rules set out in our legally binding conservation 
agreement. Better news comes from Port Elgin where a pre-
existing encroachment onto an EBC reserve will be allowed 
to continue, but through a license with a annual fee. The 
cabin and patio were built across the property line before we 
took title, so EBC had to ensure our title was secure.  

Airmiles still working for us  

When Agata started working with us, we discovered we 
had no spare laptop. So we went to our airmiles account 
and ordered one. Turns out it’s the same one I’m now 
writing the newsletter on. Mine is at the shop….probably 
getting a new CPU….just plain worn out.  
Then we needed a tablet to record our visitors to the 
Green Living Show. Airmiles again…..they sent a big 
tablet. 
Airmiles has really helped: two laptops, a big tv, a tablet, 
a conference phone, a trip to a conservation conference 
in Winnipeg, a GPS, a walkie talkie, two good cameras 
and more to come I’m sure. 
You can help by using our Airmiles account or 
offering your own air miles. A big Thank You to all our 
donors. 
 

The Rotary Club of Toronto Leaside has 

contributed $1,000 per year for 5 years to EBC to help 
us connect with local service clubs and fund our creation 
of nature reserves near local communities from Caledon 
to Goderich and all the way to the far end of Manitoulin. 
We know there is a good model for partnerships with 
local clubs. Outdoors Adventures from Owen Sound has 
built trail, animal shelters and bird feeding stations on 
our Springer-Derby property. We have the reserves, but 
need help building public access and getting local 
awareness. This same approach could be getting more 
families, especially the children out into the country to 
see first hand how nature works. Why not suggest Bob 
as a speaker at your local club? He just addressed 
Silver C’s in Owen Sound and the Humber River 
Heritage Trail Association in Bolton at their AGM. We 
have the land, just need the visitors! 

Manitoulin Official Plan The District 

office of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs reports they are 
still reviewing the plan. So far they have not 
recommended that severances for conservation be 
allowed, are still requiring EBC to engineer foot trails 
and provide park fees when we create parks.  

 
Two New Fundraising Efforts  
 
EBC has been looking all over the map for ways to raise 
funds and people to put the ideas into action.   And if 
any of our supporters have suggestions, please send 
them in, on the back of cheque, preferably. 
 
Two new efforts are being tried.   From the thousands of 
good photos available to EBC five were selected and 
each printed up as a post card.   We will sell the cards to 
retailers in packages of 100 cards, consisting of 20 of 
each of the five.   Our cost for a bundle is $10 and we 
hope to sell 25 bundles for $40 to more than cover the 
costs.  And there was interest in the cards at the Green 
Living Show.  People donated a toonie or $5.00 and 
received cards they can send to friends, grand children 
and so on.  Each card has a description of the scene of 
the back and a request that people donate to EBC via 
our web site.  The chosen photos include Sand hill 
cranes, Cup and Saucer, Willisville Mountain in summer, 
a dragon fly, and Willisville Mountain at night.  If you are 
keen, send an email and we will send pictures of the 
cards so you can order some.    

 

EBC has well over 10,000 hikers a year.  We will not 
charge for trail use, but it occurred to a director that 
those who can afford boots and a water bottle for hiking 
a year can likely afford to help EBC with something to 
maintain and expand the trails and land base that 
supports the trails.  So EBC will try out a sign suggesting 
donations on several trails this summer.   With luck, 
people will donate generously and have many more 
EBC trails to hike next year.   
 

Outdoors Adventures Arnie Clark and 

his friends held the opening of the Douglas Wardell Trail 
on EBC’s Springer Reserve on May the 5th, 11am. It’s 
on Con 3, west of Hwy 6, South of Grey Roots. Come 
and visit the trail and see the good work completed by 
Arnie Clark, Doug Murdoch and the team. You can have 
a trail near you….EBC has the reserves, but we need 
better trails…..ask us how you and your friends can 
help get one near you. 

Arnie Clark and 
his friends at 
Outdoors 
Adventures 
doing their trail 
building thing. 
We really 
appreciate their 
help making our 
natural areas 
accessible 

Our protected 
waterfall near 
Mattawa. 
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Current Projects 
 
Near Durham: a 130-acre 
agreement on both sides of the Saugeen River including a 
retreat centre. 
 
Near Collingwood: a 10-acre donation right on the shore  
 
Near Meaford: a 300-acre conservation agreement on 
Minniehill Creek 
 
Near Ayton: a 100-acre agreement on the South Saugeen 
 
Near Georgetown: a 15-acre agreement on the Niagara 
Escarpment 
 
Near Goderich: a 90-acre donation right on the Maitland Riv. 

Facebook EBC has reached over 900 “friends” thanks 
to a great effort by Morgan Roblin to keep our site current. 
Get regular updates. Visit us at  
Facebook.com/EscarpmentBiosphereConservancy 

We need Trail Builders  call Bob at 888 815-9575 

Willisville Mountain:  Fundraising 
 
Climbing Willisville Mountain and the drive to conserve it have 
taught us wonderful lessons about conservation and the 
people who support the Conservancy.   Gifts have come in 
from many quarters.  They include: 

- A couple whom Bob drove north to see an elderly 

friend some years back thought about EBC as we 

launched our campaign, recalled Bob’s help and 

returned the favour generously 

- Families who have lived near the Mountain every 

summer throughout their lives have said they want 

the Mountain where it is for their children, grand 

children and their visitors and then sent a cheque 

- One gift by a thoughtful women was in memory of 

her late husband who it turns out I knew at 

university 50 years ago  

 Others recounted hikes from the 1950’s with 

stories of torn sneakers and climbing the old fire 

tower (taken down about 1985) with boyfriends or 

girlfriends now husbands or wives. 

The stories have a shared thread, and that is the Mountain,  
conservation, love of the land or love of the people the donors 
associate with the Mountain or the land make it easier, even 
necessary, to give and to preserve that which is loved and the 
memories of those they love. The land, the Mountain and the 
views from it seem the right size for the memories and the love 
of the land and the love of the people we recall with the 
Mountain.   

For those who haven’t seen the Mountain, the photo on 
page 1 shows its South slope looking East into Killarney 
Park. It gets better as you go up.   
EBC has had some great initiatives for Willisville.  
Fundraising costs for postage, sandwiches at the art 
show, posters etc. are being covered with separate 
donations. Each effort has produced great results.  We 
are on track and then some.  A quick summary follows: 
 

 The launch with last fall’s Precipice 

brought in $25,000 

 In January we had a sale of 25 paintings 

that had been given to EBC years back 

and made  $7,500 

 The Canada Helps web site has received 

$48,000 in donations for Willisville 

Mountain since January 

 EBC has set aside $15,000 earlier as the 

deposit (refundable) on the purchase 

 Another $20,000 has come directly to the 

office as donations and grants 

 And $5,000 has been donated/pledged 

for Willisville Mountain by American 

cottage families in the area via American 

Friends of Canadian Land Trusts.   

 As of April 20, we have $120,500 out of a 

needed $185,000 or just over 65% and 

13 months to the deadline.  

But we want to be over the total well before the deadline. 
The remaining 35% will happen! We have campaigns set 
for Manitoulin over the summer targeting hikers and 
tourists and cottagers all of whom know the Mountain.  
And for Precipice readers who missed supporting the 
Mountain campaign earlier; it is not too late.  Please go to 
www.escarpment.ca and click on the donate box at the 
base of the large hill in the photo or send a cheque to 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy, 503 Davenport Rd.  
Toronto  Ont.  M4V 1B8.   You know that it will be used 
for the places you love.            
 
Ted Cowan 



Close the Gap!  Most of the LaCloche Mountain Range has 

been conserved by Ontario Parks, like Killarney and Nature Reserves 
together with the Whitefish River First Nation. The Voyageur Trail extends 
from Sault Ste. Marie almost to Sudbury. We need to get this section on 
the Heaven’s Gate trail open. The new reserve will support protection of a 
dozen of Ontario’s rare species including Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, 
Cougar, Snapping Turtle, Blanding’s Turtle, Northern Map Turtle, Eastern 
Musk Turtle, Milksnake, Eastern Wood Peewee, Whippoorwill, Least 
Bittern, and our “signature” species, the Monarch Butterfly.  Each acre of 
mountain is costing us only $702 dollars. We hope that you will help 
us close the ecological and funding gaps and help this project become a 

reality. You can do it! 
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Great News! 
 
EBC supporters are using their Investments to protect Ontario. 
 
Mary Gingrich donated $42,000 toward our Willisville Mountain campaign. She explained that she’d had securities 
tucked away for years and would be faced with a huge capital gain tax when she cashed them in. We certainly 
appreciate that help which gets us a quarter of the way to our goal, protecting the mountain with its proposed trail and 
12 species of conservation concern. 
 

A Lower Cost Way To Support EBC: 
 
Conservation relies on your gifts. We know this is a cost because we give to EBC too. Giving shares or mutual fund 
units that have a capital gain is a lower cost way of giving. It has been approved in the Income Tax Act since 
2006, but is still not well-known. 
 
To compare: With an ordinary cash gift of $2,000 (for example), the donor receives a 40% tax benefit of $800 and the 
gift costs the donor $1,200 after taxes. 
 
With a gift of shares or mutual fund units worth $2,000 that 
have had a $1,000 gain in value, the tax treatment provides 
for the same $800 credit, plus a savings of capital gains taxes 
of $200 making the cost of the gift only $1,000.  
 
EBC is making this lower cost way of giving easier and 
more appealing. We have an account with Desjardines 
Financial. Several supporters have said they will donate 
shares and mutual fund units to this account. You can hold 
an account with Desjardins SocieTerra Funds too. These 
funds have no holdings in tobacco, weapons or nuclear and 
they select firms with positive labour and environmental 
records. And they have good returns from 4.3 to 8.5% 
annually. 
 
Donating like this regularly or every year costs less, and 
works for the environment even before the donation 
which creates a new nature reserve. It’s easy. Ask your 
broker or Desjardins to help with the simple paperwork. 
The earth will be the winner and you will save land and 
money. 
 
 
 

So, you can donate $2,000 for only $1,000. 

 
 
Each $1,000 you donate to EBC provides: 
 

The legal and appraisal costs to protect 10 acres of donated land. 

 

That land protects $27,500 of ecological services like clean air, clean water, flood protection, habitat for 

rare species, tourism, pollination etc EVERY year thereafter. If you donate only your capital gains on your investments 
you still have your capital for retirement, travel, the kids and everything else. You’re just directing your taxable 
dollars to the environment, instead of taxes. 


