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 EBC’s Mountain challenge is 
almost complete! We have 
the money to buy the 
Mountain.   
Thanks to the generosity of 
about 100 individuals and 
foundations, we have the money 
in hand. We’re just waiting for a 
final copy of the survey so the 
lawyers can close. A new donor 
stood up to add the final $20,000 
while big grants came in from 
the Laidlaw Foundation 
($12,000) and the Helen McCrea 
Peacock Foundation ($7,000). 
Thank you! 

Great News: EBC has just been given a donation of 

1,565 shares of Canopy Growth worth $62.43 each. That’s a 

donation of $97,702.95. The donor wishes to remain 

anonymous, but does wish to let us share this important 
information. She is using this donation, which itself is free of 
capital gains, to offset capital gain taxes on the sale of her 
other shares. She’s asked that we use the proceeds to finish 
the fundraising for Willisville Mountain and the remainder to 
help us pay the costs to accept donated properties. It only 
costs us $5,000 to $10,000 to protect a new property so her 
shares are protecting up to a thousand acres. What a gift!!!!! 
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Willisville Mountain has not just inspired 
painters, but also photographers like Douglas 
England. The Milky Way looks magnificent against 
this foreground. We thank Douglas J. England for 
giving us the right to publish his copyrighted picture 
without fee as a charitable contribution. All the 
donors will get a copy of John Stopciati’s image of 
the mountain from the highway, We hope this 
permanent gift will appear in homes across North 
America to mark this important victory…...you 
helped us raise enough money to protect this iconic 
place. Thank you Ted Cowan for conducting us! 

 Our 20th YEAR, almost over! 

EBC’s 20th 
birthday      
present  

 
Willisville Mountain 

 

Willisville Mountain Pho-
to: Catherine Lake 



Visit EBC’s Trails 

We want you to visit our reserves. See 
our web site for directions. We have a new brochure 
for the trails near Toronto, from Caledon through 
Hockley and up to Glencairn and Creemore. 

 
 

Our next EVENTS are:  
 

 Wed, January 9 is Eco day at the Grey Bruce Farm 
Week in Elmwood. 

 March 22-24 Green Living Show at the Toronto 
Convention Centre 

 

See you there….. 
 
You can visit a reserve any time. Visit our web site for 
directions or give us a call at 888-815-9575.  

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or scenic 
interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species or 
natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research and 
educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public about 
conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and wildlife of 
the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low impact, ecologically 
sustainable recreational opportunities which complement and do not 
substantially conflict with this objective. 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
  For help with...            Please contact... 
  Land, general       Bob Barnett         (416) 960-8121 
  Chair        Miriam Henriques(416) 225-0741 
  Secretary               vacant 
  Newsletter        Bob Barnett        (416) 960-8121 
  Land Stewardship  Laura Brodey     (416)-960-8121 
  Vice Chair              Alex Cowan        (647)-808-4778  
  Treasurer              Dan King            (416)-960-8121 
  Freer Point        Roy Jeffery         (705)-368-3377 
  Alvar Bay        Catherine Lake   (416) 906-9911  
  Telecom        Anna Barnett      (416) 960-8121                                                                                   
  Volunteers        Laura Brodey      (416)-960-8121   

WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 
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LAURA BRODEY 
Agata has had her baby, Conor. Morgan finished her 
Eco Restoration program and is now OLTA’s species at 
risk manager. Thank you, Morgan, for 3 great years. 
Stephanie Robinson helped us over the summer, but 
has now gone to Law School at Dalhousie. After meeting 
four other great candidates, we hired Laura Brodey as 
Conservation Coordinator. She comes with a Bachelor in 
Environmental Studies, a Masters in Forest Conservation 
and certificates in Ecosystem Restoration and GIS. Laura 
is up to her ears in Eco reports (4 done, 4 more in 
progress) and getting stewards assigned to our properties. 
During the year Morgan was away, property monitoring fell 
off but is almost back to normal again. Stephanie 
appealed for volunteers and many have applied. Jiawen 
Lin has visited properties with us, written two funding 
proposals, submitted our HST rebate and is now helping 
with a new bookkeeping system. Other volunteers like 
Emma Chiu helped us build trail while Emma DeMelo 
helped at the Walkerton Fall Fair.  

Op-Ed Curbing Catastrophe Gord 

Edwards introduced Bob to Tim Dixon, the author of 
Curbing Catastrophe. This book describes how “natural” 
events like flooding, hurricanes and wildfires can be 
reasonably predicted and are not just “random” events. Tim 
identifies many ways communities can prepare for problems 
and reduce the impact. Bob introduced Tim to his old friend 
Arthur Lofsky of the Insurance Bureau of Canada. They 
have been working on a program to alert the public to ways 
to reduce insurance losses and claims. We have written an 
Op-Ed piece to get the message out to the public.  

Niagara Escarpment 
Views features an article by Bob 

Barnett in each quarterly issue 
reaching 25,000 people along the 
Escarpment. Bob’s latest article is about how government 
property taxation policy and capital gain taxes force 
landowners to extract resources or develop the land instead 
of leaving trees to mature and gobble up increasing amounts 
of carbon dioxide. Old-fashioned forestry practices 
encourage tree harvest which means only 15% of the wood 
survives 100 years. The rest gets flushed, landfilled or 

Tim’s Book….a 
good primer on 
saving us all 
money and a lot 
of grief. 



Your new EBC Board 
Bill Walker, the Ontario PC party whip and MPP 

for Grey, Bruce, Owen Sound has invited us to his office 
on November 23rd. Our team will discuss the great work 
from conservative governments over the years: 

 Bill Davis set up the Niagara Escarpment 

 Mike Harris designated Ontario Lands for Life 

 Mike Harris set out the Oak Ridges Moraine Plan and 
Foundation 

 Bill Murdoch secured EBC’s funding for 3 projects 

 Stephen Harper eliminated capital gains on EcoGifts 
We hope the new government will help us achieve the 
193-country Biodiversity goal of 17% and help us get a 
fair property tax break for landowners who through 
covenants with EBC move us closer to that goal.  

 

Fall Fairs and outreach activities 
We set up our display at Dundalk, Collingwood’s Great 
Northern, Pumpkinfest in Port Elgin and the Little Royal in 
Walkerton. Our animal skulls, including some new ones 
from Gord Edwards, were a big hit with the kids. That drags 
in the parents who tell us about their land and whether 
they’d consider an income tax receipt for NOT having a 
gravel pit. We appreciate the effort of all those who made 
room for us at the fairs and made the whole experience so 
enjoyable. Lots of new friends! 

We appreciate the efforts of our board. 
Tom Waechter has been leading our effort to make our 
properties more accessible. Building trails, bridges and 
thrashing Phragmites keeps him pretty busy. If you want to 
build trail call him up. Roy and Linda have been leading our 
efforts to protect Wagg’s Woods in Mindemoya. Novina is 
taking a lead with our web site and marketing. Gord is 
keeping an eye open for good conservation opportunities, 
especially on his own properties. 
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Smart Nature Reserve 
Manitowaning Mike and Margo Smart have 

donated four undeveloped building lots, just south of 
Manitowaning, with 300 feet of shoreline south of 
Narrow Point. Thank you for this generous $55,000 
donation. It’s about a kilometre west of the edge of the 
Wikwimikong Reserve on Waterview Lane. 

Volunteer Annonciade 
Murat at Woodlot 
meeting 

Name Occupation Role City 

        

Alex Cowan millwright v. chair Toronto 

Gordon Edwards retired doctor director Chatsworth 

Marg Gaviller school trustee director Owen Sound 

Miriam Henriques ret. educator chair Toronto 

Roy Jeffery doctor director Little Current 

Dan King financial services treasurer Toronto 

Gillian Leitch  director Toronto 

Bob Patrick ret. civil servant director Oakville 

Gene Threndyle gardener director Toronto 

Haiyun Wang lawyer director Toronto 

Tom Waechter eng tech director Richmond Hill 

Robert Wilson lawyer director Toronto 

Linda Willson ret. educator director Gore Bay          

Novina Wong information director Toronto 

Thank You to departing board members. 

Gunter Springer who has dropped off the board after 
a decade. We appreciate your ten reserves covering a 
thousand acres with the 250,000 trees you’ve planted 
with Vicky. You even hosted an AGM on your back 
porch. Catherine Lake and Karen MacDufee have been 
managing our Alvar Bay property including the new solar 
power system which makes it much more user friendly. 
They’ve helped with marketing, human relations, 
fundraising and letting us know about developments and 
land for sale on the Bruce. Leah Stansbury helped with 
human relations and recommended two new board 
members to replace her. Kaeleigh Phillips helped with 
outreach while Lada Alexychuk documented our 
activities on video and helped with marketing. 
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 David Kendall  

has offered us the revenue from SLAG, an 
ecological thriller on the shark fin trade. This is 
a book you can’t put down, with twists and 
turns that weave an exciting cloth. His first 
novel won awards and was made into a feature 
film…… 
 

“I’m a farm boy who dropped the shovel and 

picked up the pen.  Yes, I beheaded Muscovy 
ducks for Sunday dinner, sawed down the 
Dutch elm diseased trees overhanging our 
Hereford cattle pasture fences, dragged the 
plough over groundhog burrows.  But the farm 
life taught me to embrace the Earth. 
 
My first novel Lazaro co-won the now 
discontinued Seal First Novel Award and was 
later released as an MGM feature motion picture called 
Where the River Runs Black.  It tells of a feral child, a 
boy raised by wild animals, in this case by freshwater 
dolphins of the Amazon River system.  Since retiring 
from 21 years as a newspaper reporter with the Toronto 
Sun I’ve been writing ‘ecological thrillers’. 
 

The subjects around which revolve these exciting and—I 
trust—engrossing ecological thrillers are the threatened 
ingredients of our inherited environment.  The 
protagonist might be a Conservation Officer instead of a 
cop, or just a nature-loving citizen.  Rather than crack 
cocaine, the illegal trade might be the sale of 
endangered white female gyrfalcons from Canada’s sub-
Arctic to Saudi falconers at $100,000 a pop. 
 

Species facing extinction can range from exotic birds to 
heritage buildings, from sharks to indigenous cultures, 
from butterflies to black walnut trees.  And think of this: 
as the Conservation Officer walks alone in the woods, 
every person he/she encounters is armed—if not with a 
gun or a fileting knife, at least with a penknife.  And no 
witnesses. 
 

Always the land and the waters—the habitat—underlie 
every twist and turn in my tales of the suicidal ravaging 
of our domain.  For ours is a dying Earth, and we are the 
apex predators.  Such is our evolved superiority that 
only we can preserve ourselves and the natural world 
we dominate.  My heroes—and the heroes of every 
endangered species across the planet—are the men 
and women who risk their lives in defense of Nature. 
 
My father Douglas Kendall was a signatory to the letters 
patent creating the Bruce Trail.  A donated seven-acre 
stretch of the BTC’s ‘optimum route’ runs through the 
home of my wife Grecia and myself near Belfountain, 
Ontario.  All proceeds from the sale of Slag go to the 
Bruce Trail and to the Escarpment Biosphere 
Conservancy.  My hope is that you’ll enjoy Slag and feel 
good about where your money goes.  Merry Christmas!  
 
David Kendall 

Manitoulin Official Plan First, the District 

office of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs reported that they 
were still reviewing the plan. Then, on November 1, they 
announced it was approved and there would be no appeal 
or application to change it for two years. Strange way to run 
a province! North East Manitoulin Town said they would not 
entertain discussion on their plan to be passed on 
November 6. They have EBC’s mapping of the 
Escarpment, but have not included it on their new bylaw 
maps.   

Quick Start grants have 

been awarded from the federal 
governments $1.3 billion allocation. 
This allowed the purchase of 3,200 
acres at Driftwood Cove, just south of 
the National Park headquaters on the 
Bruce. The Bruce Trail and the Park 
teamed up to add a full 10% to the size 
of the park. EBC submitted 14 
applications for projects through our 
region right to the tip of Manitoulin, but 
all were rejected as too small. We think 
there will be new applications coming. 

Carbon Offsets another $90,000 sold. 
With the help of CarbonZero, EBC has valued and verified 
its “enhanced” forest credits which result from letting our 
trees grow to maturity. Big trees sequester a lot more 
carbon every year than young ones. We get “offsets” to 
sell from the extra carbon we sequester over and above a 
“normal” woodlot which is harvested every 7-15 years. 
Such harvested wood gets left as slash, flushed down the 
toilet, landfilled or burned, leaving only about 15% after 
100 years. Such wood does not contribute to carbon 
sequestration, unlike EBC’s mature trees. So far we’ve 
sold about $120,000 worth of credits and recently have 
two more sales worth a further $90,000. Most recently, a 
company bought $50 certificates each representing an 
acre of new EBC conserved land as speakers’ gifts at their 
conference. Each gift of an acre represents 10.68 tonnes 
of CO2 annually. That’s a lot of home heating, driving or 
even flying. 

OLTA Gathering Gord Edwards, Laura and 

Bob Barnett attended the annual Ontario Land Trust 
Alliance Gathering in Alliston. MNRF is working to 
evaluate the work of land trusts and is coming to the 
conclusion that our reserves rate as protected areas under 
the Biodiversity Convention. We discussed new standards 
and practices and conservation agreement wording. Good 
time chatting with our friends in the community, MNRF, 
Environment Canada and American Friends of Canadian 
Land Trusts. 
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34 Projects now 
Underway including 

 
Near Durham: a 130-acre agreement on both sides of the 
Saugeen River including a retreat centre. 
 
Near Collingwood: a 10-acre donation right on the shore  
 
Near Meaford: a 300-acre conservation agreement on 
Minniehill Creek 
 
Near Goderich: a 50-acre donation right on the Maitland Riv. 
 
Near Arthur: a 50-acre  donation with kettle lakes 
 
Near Goderich: a million dollar shoreline property  

Facebook EBC has reached over 900 “friends” thanks 
to a great effort by Laura Brodey to keep our site current. 
Get regular updates. Visit us at  
Facebook.com/EscarpmentBiosphereConservancy 

We need Trail Builders  call Bob at 888 815-9575 

 

BUTTERFLY FESTIVAL 
 
Our 7th annual festival was a big success…..the monarchs 
showed up and the friends and visitors made it a special 
weekend. We netted quite a few butterflies on Friday evening, 
but then Saturday it rained like crazy. We had to hold them til 
late in the day when finally the sun came out. Sunday we 
released a few every hour to keep up with the volunteers 
returning with more. Thank you Audrey, Patty, Morgan, 
Richard, and Amy who made the whole weekend a big 
success. 
 

Want a Cottage? 
 
We have a plan for you. Our cottage at Alvar Bay, near 
Tobermory, has solar power, three kilometres of untouched 
Lake Huron shoreline and it’s very quiet., maybe more than a 
kliometre away from the nearest neighbour. If you like nature, 
we have more birds than the nearby bird observatory, lots of 
rattlesnakes and even a few bears. We share the cottage with 
a maximum of ten families. You pay an entry fee, a fraction of 
the property taxes and maintenance and get to go up every 
year. That way you can help us look after 350 acres and get a 
solo view across the glacier-carved shoreline rocks to 
Michigan.  If you like globally-rare alvars, you’ll be in the right 
place. If waves crashing on shore rock you to sleep you’ve 
found paradise. Let us offer you a free weekend to try it out! 
 

Port Elgin Trail is being built on our CAW reserve 

by Maddy Hutter, Doug Martin, Andrew Jeffrey. We hope that 
by next spring you’ll have a new place to walk. 

Wagg’s Woods 
 
A forty-acre park right on the main street of Mindemoya was 
donated to the Town 30 years ago. Last year the Town sold off 
two lots to adjoining businesses to expand their parking. A great 
many trees came down.The original donor family has begun 
litigation. Gail Meehan, of the Wagg family, approached Bob 
Barnett to discuss the problem. After disussions with various 
community groups, Bob and EBC offered to take over ownership 
and care of the park. Roy Jeffery presented our idea, with the 
support of community groups and the family, to the Town’s 
Property Committee where we seemed to get a good reception.. 
It’s coming back after the election to the new council. Let’s see!!! 
The park has a creek, rock outcrops, alvar and is a real treasure.   

 

PROBLEMS IN MATTAWA The Ministry of 

Transportation is brushing off EBC’s concerns about their 
proposal to put a bypass right through our nature reserve with 
a waterfall, rare species and wetlands. The new government 
says they are reviewing the entire project. In Port Elgin, a pre
-existing encroachment onto an EBC reserve will be allowed 
to continue, but the family now wants to purchase the land 
they’ve been using. The cabin and patio were built across the 
property line before we took title, so EBC had to ensure our 
rights were secure.  

Wanted: …..an Organic Farmer  

EBC has 40 acres of land in Mulmur Township right on the 
Nottawasaga Townline. We have been offered funding to get 
the land back in shape as a hay field which would 
accommodate Bobolink and Meadowlark, both already seen 
there. The hay can’t be cut til August, but the rent is free. We 
even have money to pay for suitable seed and the labour to 
get the field in shape (without herbicides). We can pay you to 
get free hay. Call Bargain Bob at 416-960-8121. 



Close the Gap!  Most of the LaCloche Mountain Range has 

been conserved by Ontario Parks, like Killarney and Nature Reserves 
together with the Whitefish River First Nation. The Voyageur Trail extends 
from Sault Ste. Marie almost to Sudbury. We need to get this section on 
the Heaven’s Gate trail open. The new reserve will support protection of a 
dozen of Ontario’s rare species including Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, 
Cougar, Snapping Turtle, Blanding’s Turtle, Northern Map Turtle, Eastern 
Musk Turtle, Milksnake, Eastern Wood Peewee, Whippoorwill, Least 
Bittern, and our “signature” species, the Monarch Butterfly.  Each acre of 
mountain is costing us only $702 dollars. We hope that you will help 
us close the ecological and funding gaps and help this project become a 

reality. You can do it! 
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Jim Halliday and Edith Galloway have donated 48 

acres just south of Big Bay and right on the Big Bay Sideroad. It’s an important part of the Niagara 
Escarpment with two creeks  just north of Cape Road. They want it to remain natural…..a place where 
the beavers can create and change habitat and where people will be only occasional visitors….on two 
feet, not wheels. Now we are working to complete the natural area by adding a further 7.5 acres of valleyland to the north 
where the two creeks come together. This project took several years since we required the assistance of both the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission and the Municipality of Georgian Bluffs. The survey alone was quite a challenge.  

June and Jim Macdonald have just completed their donation of a 100-acre 

conservation agreement on their property right at the north end of Wellington County and close to Ayton on the South 
Saugeen River. This allows EBC to protect another 400 metres of the River, a Provincially Significant Wetland which has 
a wide range of significant species including Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark and Snapping Turtle. We thank them for this 
and the 122-acre reserve only 400 metres away. With capital gains taxes such a threat to nature, they wish to pass the 
land along to family, but are faced with a significant tax. This way they both protect nature and reduce those taxes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Lower Cost Way To Support EBC: 
With a gift of shares or units worth $2,000 that have had a $1,000 gain in value, the tax system provides for an $800 
credit, plus a savings of capital gains taxes of $200 making the cost of the gift only $1,000. ($2,000-$1,000 savings) 
 
EBC’s friends now have $250,000 invested with green Desjardins SociaTerra Funds to make this lower cost way 
of giving easier. Donating like this annually costs less, and works for you through green investments even 
before the donation itself which creates a new nature reserve. It’s easy. Ask your broker or Desjardins to help 
with the simple paperwork. The earth will be the winner and you will save both land and money. 
 

So, you can donate $2,000 for only $1,000. 

Each $2,000 you donate to EBC protects 10 acres of donated land. You’re just directing your taxable 

dollars to the environment, instead of taxes. 


