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 2019 should be a banner 
year. Right now we have 16 
projects in progress. That 
translates into $4,500,000 of 
new land or 1,540 acres (6.2 
sq km). We’ve applied for 
grants to protect another 
857 acres (3.5 sq km). 
We’ve had some VERY 
generous donors step forward 
and pledge support worth 
$330,000 and a pledge of 
foundation grants worth $45,000 
to make this all possible. Fasten 
your seat belts! Details inside. 

Great News: EBC has just sold carbon offsets to 

Desjardins worth  $87,000. Desjardins is working with 

EBC to make their Ontario operations carbon neutral. We 
had a big event at their Downtown Toronto location on 
December 18th to celebrate their purchase of 12,500 tonnes 
of carbon. You’ll find more details inside on how EBC’s 
forests sequester carbon better than an average forest. This 
is the “additional” carbon we can sell to individuals and 
corporations who wish to be responsible and store their 
carbon back in the soil and help control climate change. 

170 
Reserves 
Protected 

Events ……………...….……Page 2 
Alan Shaw, obit ....………... Page 2 
2 new reserves ...……….… Page 3 
2 more reserves…..….…… Page 4 
Current projects……...…… Page 5 
New shore reserve...……… Page 6 

Proposed new Huron shore protection at Little 
Pike Bay. Part of the 5.5 km of new shoreline 
protection submitted as part of our grant 
application. Huron shoreline gets more and 
more precious as cottages are built every year 
reducing the still natural remainder to a mere 
sliver. We have 8 such shoreline projects in our 
application…...from the Huron Fringe near 
Goderich to Manitoulin’s Mississagi Strait. 

 Now into our second decade! 

2019….a 

breakout year 

 

Mississagi 
Strait…..we 
hope to 
protect all the 
shoreline in 
the picture. 



Visit EBC’s Trails 

We want you to visit our reserves. See 
our website for directions. We have a new brochure 
for the trails near Toronto, from Caledon through 
Hockley and up to Glencairn and Creemore. 

 
 

Our next EVENTS are (tentatively):  
 
• Bioblitz, in Southgate, June 1  Call for details 

• Sun, June 9th is proposed for EBC’s AGM. Likely time 
is 1 pm at Mansfield Outdoor Centre. 

• Sunday, June 22, open Willisville Mountain at 1 pm 

• Aug 16-18, Providence Bay Fall Fair 

• Aug 24-25, EBC’s Butterfly Festival, Tobermory 

• Sept 16, 1:00 Rotary Corn Roast, Trace Manes Park, 
Leaside, Toronto 

• Sept 20-22, Great Northern Exhibition, Stayner 

• Sept 27-28, Ripley Fall Fair 

• October 5-6, Port Elgin, Pumpkinfest 

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or scenic 
interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species or 
natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research and 
educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public about 
conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and wildlife of 
the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low impact, ecologically 
sustainable recreational opportunities which complement and do not 

substantially conflict with this objective. 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
  For help with...                      Please contact... 
  Land, general        Bob Barnett         (416) 960-8121 
  Chair                     Miriam Henriques(416) 225-0741 
  Secretary               vacant 
  Newsletter              Bob Barnett        (416) 960-8121 
  Land Stewardship  Anica Jany         (416)-960-8121 
  Vice Chair              Alex Cowan        (647)-808-4778  
  Treasurer               Dan King            (416)-960-8121 
  Freer Point             Roy Jeffery         (705)-368-3377 
  Alvar Bay               Catherine Lake   (416) 906-9911  
  Telecom                 Anna Barnett      (416) 960-8121                       
  Volunteers              Anica Jany         (416)-960-8121   

WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 
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ANICA JANY 
Laura Brodey has decided to travel and plan her path in 
life, so Anica Jany, who has been volunteering with us, 
has agreed to join us full time as conservation coordinator. 
Anica graduated from Guelph a year ago in Environmental 
Governance. She has been helping us with Ecological 
Sensitivity reports and Baseline reports. She created the 
grant application that led to us receiving a summer works 
grant from Service Canada.  
 

JIAWEN LIN has been helping us for almost a 

year since her return from Hong Kong after growing up in 
Vancouver. She’s been helping by creating our financial 
statements, helping Bob track our nature reserves on 
various spreadsheets, and writing funding proposals. Most 
recently, she pulled together all of EBC’s materials for the 
auditor. We hope that Jiawen will be able to join us more 
formally on a part-tme basis. We hope to apply for a 
number of grants this fall. 

Alan Shaw has been a big supporter ever since we 

started. In 2003, I remember leaving him behind at the Cup 
and Saucer parking lot, thinking he’d returned with someone 
else. Somehow, he got back to Gore Bay. For years, Alan 
made generous annual donations of $11,000 to help us 
receive donated land.  
Alan died on December 14th at 97 after several years at the 
Sunnybrook Veteran’s Wing. He was born in his home at 
133 Boon Ave back in 1921. He served in the Canadian 
Forces through northern Europe during the Second World 
War as a radio operator. No wonder he had a collection of 
radios and stereos. After the war, he worked at the Post 
Office, but always managed to find holiday time for 
monumental trips including New Zealand. He bicycled 
across Europe, south to Florida and late in life, he’d stop off 
at our office while bicycling downtown. When the Bruce trail 
started, Al was there breaking trail as required, all the way 
to Tobermory. He maintained his section of the Bruce Trail 
near Speyside by pedalling out first from Toronto.  
With his sister, he was an early advocate for seat belts. 
He’d insist they be installed before taking a new car and 
pushed media to get the message out. Never one to be shy, 
he pushed city councillors to get rapid transit on St. Clair. 
Ironically his bicycling career ended with a tumble on a TTC 
vehicle. 
Alan wanted to spend the rest of his life in the house where 
he was born. We did everything possible to keep him there 
despite his decreasing mobility. Eventually, while on an 
extended rehab at the hospital he broke his hip and moved 
to Sunnybrook. 
Alan was kind enough to leave a very significant bequest to 
EBC. That will be leveraged many times to leave a 
significant memorial. Never married, he leaves our 
treasurer, nephew Dan King, a neice and a great niece. 

Niagara Escarpment Views features an 

article by Bob Barnett in each quarterly issue reaching 
25,000 people along the Escarpment. Bob’s latest article is 
about how nature reserves provide significant services to  
communities including carbon sequestration, cleaner water, 
flood control, protection of rare species and tourism. Nature 
reserves do use a few municipal services, but few compared 
to a residence. The provincial government provides 
subsidies to cover costs we incur like road maintenance.  



Your EBC Board 

Lakeside 
Woods, just north 

of Port Elgin, has a well-
used trail running north 
from Town just below the 

old lake shore. We are pleased to work with Brad Pryde 
and join this to the Pegasus Trails property next door. 
There is a large municipal parking lot across the road on 
Con 10, just west of Highway 21. You even get a public 
washroom. Come to Port Elgin with all its’ amenities, 
especially the beach. Visit our other local reserves like 
the CAW property just south of Town and just north of 
MacGregor Point Provincial Park.  
THANK YOU BRAD! 

 

  GRAVEL PIT NEARBY? Nearly everyone 

I speak to would prefer to have no gravel pits nearby. Yes, 
we need to have gravel extraction, but not in ecologically 
sensitive areas and preferably not near you. We have been 
speaking with the neighbours of the proposed Hidden 
Quarry, near Rockwood, on Highway 7. That’s right next 
door to our Mudge conservation agreement. They plan to 
excavate well below the water table of our wetlands. We 
can help by GIVING YOU A BIG TAX RECEIPT FOR NOT 
HAVING A PIT ON YOUR LAND. Get your neighbours 
together…..protect the neighborhood! 

Think about joining our board. 
We meet every two months for about 2 hours in Toronto or 
Shelburne. The board makes higher level decisions like 
budgets, policy, standards and practices and reviews our 
proposed acquisitions. We hope our board members will 
help by connecting us to their community organizations and 
helping with a few things like local events, trail building or 
suggesting potential reserves. Help us add a new reserve 
every month. We’re the largest Ontario nature reserve. 
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Sprovieri Nature Reserve 
Beaver Valley John Sprovieri, recently retired 

from Brampton Council, has granted EBC an agreement 
over his 50-acre property in the Beaver Valley on CR 32 
across from a Bruce Trail property and close to EBC’s 
Foley, Ten Cate and Elgie agreements. Thank you, 
John, for agreeing to protect your wetland, forest and 
farmland forever. We appreciate the opportunity to help, 
especially when your property is such a key piece of the 
conservation puzzle. 

Name Occupation Role City 
        
Alex Cowan millwright v. chair Toronto 
Gordon Edwards retired physician director Chatsworth 
Marg Gaviller school trustee director Owen Sound 
Miriam Henriques ret. educator chair Toronto 
Roy Jeffery doctor director Little Current 
Dan King financial services treasurer Toronto 
Gillian Leitch  director Toronto 
Bob Patrick ret. civil servant director Oakville 
Gene Threndyle gardener director Toronto 
Haiyun Wang lawyer director Toronto 
Tom Waechter eng tech director Richmond Hill 
Robert Wilson lawyer director Toronto 
Linda Willson ret. educator director Gore Bay          
Novina Wong information director Toronto 

Jack Adams was a stalwart in the Tobermory 

community. Two people let me know that he recently 
died in North Bay. Jack decided that the best way to 
protect his land on Cameron Lake Road, right beside the 
park was to donate a big ‘C’ shaped, 40-acre piece 
around his cottage to EBC. We certainly appreciate the 
opportunity to buffer the park. After Jack’s generous gift, 
his neighbours, the Books, donated the triangle of land 
right at the intersection of Highway 6 and Cameron Lk. 
Rd. It is through the love of nature and the desire of 
people like Jack to welcome people to walk on their 
property that EBC is able to protect land. Jack was 
impressive. I remember one night two of us didn’t fit on 
the ferry, so he invited us to sleep in his living room. The 
day we opened the reserve, the whole family joined us! 
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 Roy Jeffery  

Has donated his 60-acre property on New England 
Road to EBC. It’s right beside the municipal McLean’s 
Park and almost adjacent to EBC’s Fossil Hill reserve. 
Roy has built a connecting trail so we can all visit easily. 
Roy and his family have been long-time supporters of 
EBC. He manages our Freer Point reserve with its 
cottages. Every spring he wades into freezing water to 
get our water service installed.  He’s been on our board 
since at least 2003. How he maintains at least 6 of our 
trails including the new Cup and Saucer route and 
manages his medical practice we’re not sure. For sure 
he works all the time. He was named family doctor of the 
year in Northern Ontario a few years ago. Thank you 
Roy!!!!! 

Our Financials for 2018 have arrived in draft. 

Here are a few sample figures: 
 
Assets:               $20,136,754, up from $19,061,162 
Revenue:          $1,417,529, down from  $1,907,217 
Expenses:         $1,080,092, down from $1,518,853 
 
Much of the difference revolves around the value of land 
acquired over the year. Our budget for 2019 predicts a 
dramatic rise in the value of land conserved, maybe to
$4,500,000. If one or more grants materialize that could be 
up to a million dollars higher…...let’s see. The other big 
variable is large private donations and bequests which 
could be up substantially to match federal funding for land 
acquisition…...it will be an exciting year….watch with us. 
Call or email if you wish a draft or final version. 

Mike Smart and Jim MacKinnon 
have donated 9 lots on the shore of Francis Lake. We 
appreciate this opportunity to protect the lots with their 
provincially significant wetland. The context map shows 
how close these lots are the Gord Edwards 250-acre 
property and the 254-acre property Mrs. Miller donated. 
Within a few kilometres there are a half dozen other 
reserves protected by EBC, the Conservation Authority, the 
County Forest and the Bruce Trail.  

Laura Brodey helped us asConservation 

Coordinator for 7 months. We are sorry to lose her skills 
with mapping, knowledge of the software we use and 
her organizational skills. She even taught me how to 
“snip” images and plonk them into new places. She 
completed a great many Environmental Sensitivity 
reports. They are very important as we seek property 
tax exemptions. Last summer, Stephanie put out the 
word that we needed volunteer help. Laura has 
coordinated all those responses and kept the volunteers 
here in the office busy. She and Jose Gamez have 
been customizing our property monitoring reports for 
stewards…..and that’s a big job with 170 reserves. 
Laura, we thank you for all that help!!!! Best of luck with 
all your future endeavours…...keep in touch! 
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34 Projects now 
Underway including 

 
Near Durham: a 130-acre agreement on both sides of the 
Saugeen River including a retreat centre. 
 
Near Meaford: a 300-acre conservation agreement on 
Minniehill Creek and, next door, another probable agreement. 
 
Near Goderich: a 50-acre donation right on the Maitland Riv. 
 
Near Arthur: a 50-acre  donation with kettle lakes 
 
Near Goderich: a million dollar shoreline property 
 
Near Pike Bay: a 3-acre island about a km off shore 
 
Near Stokes Bay: a 700 acre conservation agreement 
 
Near Oliphant: an 80 acre property on the Rankin River 
 
Near Sauble Falls: a 65-acre Rankin River wetland  
 
Near Port Elgin: a 9-acre property with old shoreline and a 
creek 

Facebook EBC has reached 1088 “followers” thanks to 
a great effort by Laura Brodey to keep our site current. Get 
regular updates. Visit us at  
Facebook.com/EscarpmentBiosphereConservancy 

We need Trail Builders  call Bob at 888 815-9575 

 

EBC’s BUTTERFLY FESTIVAL 
 

Join us on August 24 and 25 at the front door of the National 
Park in Tobermory. We’ll have field trips, hopefully a moth 
watch and maybe our bat event. Help us catch butterflies! 
Join us for a weekend of camping…..free for volunteers. We 
have three or four good camp sites. You could also park a 
trailer. Just let us know you’re coming….we need to know 
everyone will fit OK. Come and see our cottage which is 
shared by EBC’s friends for a modest cost: only 10% the cost 
of owning your own. 
 

Want a Cottage? 
 

We have a plan: Our cottage at Alvar Bay, near Tobermory, 
has solar power, three kilometres of untouched Lake Huron 
shoreline and it’s very quiet; more than a kilometre away from 
any neighbour. If you like nature, we have more birds than the 
nearby bird observatory, lots of rattlesnakes and even a few 
bears. We share the cottage with a maximum of ten families. 
You pay an entry fee, a fraction of the property taxes and 
maintenance and get to go up every year. You can help us 
look after 350 acres and get a solo view across to Michigan.  If 
you like globally-rare alvars, you’ll be in the right place. If 
waves crashing on shore rock you to sleep, you’ve found 
paradise. Let us offer you a free weekend to try it out! 

Jim Phillips has donated a 50-acre piece of paradise 

near Arthur. This property has several ponds and is one of the few 
forested properties in this intensely farmed area. You can look 
forward to visiting it as a natural refuge for a walk and a chance to  
get your dose of nature…...pry the kids away from their 
electronics. Doctors now prescribe time in nature and fewer pills. 
Try it! 
We certainly appreciate Jim’s help making this all possible. 

 



Close the Gap!  Most of the LaCloche Mountain Range has 

been conserved by Ontario Parks, like Killarney and Nature Reserves 
together with the Whitefish River First Nation. The Voyageur Trail extends 
from Sault Ste. Marie almost to Sudbury. We need to get this section on 
the Heaven’s Gate trail open. The new reserve will support protection of a 
dozen of Ontario’s rare species including Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, 
Cougar, Snapping Turtle, Blanding’s Turtle, Northern Map Turtle, Eastern 
Musk Turtle, Milksnake, Eastern Wood Peewee, Whippoorwill, Least 
Bittern, and our “signature” species, the Monarch Butterfly.  Each acre of 
mountain is costing us only $702 dollars. We hope that you will help us 
close the ecological and funding gaps and help this project become a 

reality. You can do it! 
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WYLDEWOOD COVE. Right on the shore of Georgian Bay, this great 

property will protect a provincially significant wetland. We plan to put some trails through the less 
sensitive parts of the property so we and the nearby residents can benefit from time in nature.There is 
quite a serious trail network in Collingwood, right along the shore. We hope we can integrated this property into that trail 
network. It took 3 years to see this project from early stage discussions to conclusion. We were pleased that the City of 
Collingwood agreed to let us hold title to this important piece of shoreline. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You can be carbon neutral EBC’s forests absorb carbon dioxide and create 

oxygen. The carbon goes into the woody material and leaves. The bigger the tree, the more carbon it absorbs from the 
air. Yes, eventually that tree dies, but only after it has sequestered far more carbon than a “normal” tree in a woodlot that 
is harvested and turned into pulp or even timber. Only 10% of those products last 100 years….most end up flushed, in 
landfills or burned for fuel. The small replacement trees can neither match our mature trees in sequestration nor in storing 
carbon in the soil. We are able to evaluate our “better than average” sequestration using approved protocols, certify it and 
sell it. We appreciate Desjardins and the Ontario Government purchasing our carbon offsets. The whole market is 
supervised by the Canadian Standards Association where we register our offsets and sales. You, too, can offset your 
driving, flying and heating by acquiring offsets on the VOLUNTARY market. First you figure out how many offsets you 
need through our carbon calculator or that of Carbonzero…...then talk to us. You’ll be surprised how reasonable our 
offsets are.  

View east toward Lighthouse Point 

View west toward the old Imperial Lighthouse on 
the island. 


