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 Despite not getting Habitat 
Stewardship Funding or 
Challenge Funding from 
Env. Canada, we have 
surged ahead and added 
663 acres of protected 
habitat.  
We were disappointed to hear federal 
funding was directed primarily to projects 
in the Boreal forest with a low density of 
species of conservation concern. EBC 
projects would have protected over ten 
square km and over 20 species of 
concern, including the endangered 
Spotted Turtle. We’re still working on 
those 20 projects. Can you help us 
save a Lake Huron coastal pond and 
it’s endangered turtle population? 

More Great News: EBC has just sold carbon offsets 

to Desjardins worth a further $59,000. They’re working 

with EBC and Carbonzero to make their Ontario operations 
carbon neutral. We will be naming Desjardins as a sponsor on 
our trail signs. See page 2 for more info on carbon offsets. 

 
STUFF TO DONATE? Read about Fair Triad. You 

can donate things online, get a tax receipt and EBC gets the 
proceeds to protect more habitat. Page 3 

6 New 
Reserves 
14,035 ac. 
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The Page and Palmer reserve now protects 
Minniehill Creek, 299 acres and 7 species of 
conservation concern. This includes two new 
EBC species: Cerulean Warbler and Golden 
Eagle. Kim and Lois introduced us to their 
neighbor, so we are working to complete 
another reserve right next door. 
See page 5 

 Now into our second decade! 

2019 is a 

great year 

for 

conservation 

Willisville 
Mountain…...
now 
protected. 
See page 6 



Visit EBC’s Trails 

We want you to visit our reserves. See our website 
for directions. We have a new brochure for the trails 
near Toronto, from Caledon through Hockley and up 
to Glencairn and Creemore. 

 
 

Our next EVENTS are (tentatively):  
 
• Grey Bruce Farm Week: Wed Jan 8 in Elmwood 
 

The Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy is a registered charity whose 
mission is:  a) To establish, maintain and manage a system of nature 
reserves in the area of the Niagara Escarpment (including the Niagara 
Escarpment World Biosphere Reserve), including the maintenance of 
physical features of scientific and/or ecological, cultural, historic or scenic 
interest;  to maintain, enhance or restore areas of native species or 
natural habitat;  and to encourage and support scientific research and 
educational services related thereto; and   b) To educate the public about 
conservation and preservation of the landscape, ecology and wildlife of 
the Niagara Escarpment partly through providing low impact, ecologically 
sustainable recreational opportunities which complement and do not 

substantially conflict with this objective. 

Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy - Contact List 
  For help with...                      Please contact... 
  Land, general        Bob Barnett         (416) 960-8121 
  Chair                     Miriam Henriques(416) 225-0741 
  Secretary               vacant 
  Newsletter              Bob Barnett        (416) 960-8121 
  Land Stewardship  Bianca Barrett    (416)-960-8121 
  Vice Chair              Saba Ahmad      (416)-580-4051  
  Treasurer               Dan King            (416)-960-8121 
  Freer Point             Roy Jeffery         (705)-368-3377 
  Alvar Bay               Catherine Lake   (416) 906-9911  
  Telecom                 Anna Barnett      (416) 960-8121                          
  Volunteers              Bianca Barrett    (416)-960-8121   

WWW.ESCARPMENT.CA 
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

503 Davenport Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4V 1B8 
tel:  (416) 960-8121   toll free: 1-888-815-9068 

email: rbarnett@escarpment.ca    
website: escarpment.ca 

Facebook.com/Escarpment BiosphereConservancy 
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EBC’s Ecological 
Services We do get paid for our 

carbon sequestration, but that represents only a very 
small fraction of the services we provide to the local 
community, the region and the province. Here are some 
stats on what nature does for southern Ontario. EBC 
provides $26 million of these totals. Nature provides 
important services worth $85 billion/year***: 

• $27.2 billion of aesthetic (looking at nature) 

• $25.4 billion of water supply 

• $20.8 billion of recreation services 

• $  9.9 billion of water quality and waste regulation 

• $  2.4 billion of habitat/biodiversity services 

• $  1.5 billion of climate regulatory services 

• $  0.6 billion of pollination services              

* **Estimating Ecosystem Services in Southern Ontario MNRF/

SIG (one of hundreds of corroborating reports) 

Forestry Survey To sell our forestry offsets we 

need to complete a thorough survey of our reserves under 
the supervision of David Beaudoin, forester, from Quebec. 
EBC sells its’ credits under an enhanced forestry protocol 
which gives us credit for only the degree our forests 
sequester carbon beyond a “normal” woodlot that is 
harvested every 7-15 years. 
You may ask why a harvested woodlot provides a lower 
level of sequestration than EBC’s mature trees. First, the 
wood sent to the mill doesn’t have much of a life. Much of it 
never leaves the forest and is left on the ground to rot and 
become methane greenhouse gas. Some is made into  
toilet paper and paper towel that go to sewage or landfill 
almost immediately. Other products include packing and 
skids. Even wood studs often end up as offcuts and few last 
100 years as parts of houses. On balance, an Ontario 
government reports states that only 10% lasts 100 years. 
When these harvested trees are removed, younger trees 
grow in their  place, but these small trees don’t have the 
girth and canopy spread to match EBC’s mature forest as it 
removes carbon, even in old age. 
Yes, EBC’s trees eventually die and rot to methane, but 
meanwhile they’ve added significantly to carbon stored in 
the soil through leaf compost and roots under the ground. 
On balance, they are far ahead of harvested wood. 
Typically a woodlot sequesters about 4 tonnes of carbon 
per acre whereas a mature forest will sequester 5.5 tonnes 
a year. It is this difference of 1.5 tonnes a year EBC is able 
to sell under the enhanced forestry protocol. 
We need to ensure our forests will last 100 years without 
cutting. The estimations include a factor for “leakage” which 
includes fires and disease. 
Meanwhile, we have huge job to complete. Over the next 
few months we’ll visit about 150 of our reserves. In each 
type of forest on each reserve we’ll establish a typical point, 
measure the distance to each tree over 10 cm within 10 m, 
record the diameter, type and height. That’s about 30-70 
trees per point. Don’t hesitate to give Bianca a call if you 
want to help measure our forests. 
We send this schedule of trees for each property off to 
Quebec. David checks it and prepares his report showing 
the total sequestration above “normal”. Then we hire a 
verifier to confirm it’s all been measured and calculated 
accurately. 
Every carbon offset sale is recorded at the Canadian 
Standards Association to ensure there is no double 
counting. 
This year we hope to include EBC properties with 
conservation agreements where the landowner will accept 
an income tax receipt for carbon offsets while EBC gets the 
cash to create more reserves and more carbon 
sequestration. Call Bob if you would like to join the program 
as a landowner or purchase offsets at 416-960-8121. 



Your EBC Board 

Halliday/Galloway 

Jim and Edith have donated 
another 7.5 acres adjacent to the 
48 acres they gave us last year. It 
was a big job severing off the land  
to keep the 55 acres together: not 

split arbitrarily along the line of the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan. It’s easy to visit and a great place for a walk. Just 
park by the cemetery on Big Bay Road. Thank you Jim 
and Edith for setting aside this important reserve 
right on the Niagara Escarpment.  

 

Bianca Barrett has joined us and escaped from 

the development industry. She’s our new Conservation 
Coordinator, replacing Anica Jany who moved to Guelph. 
Anica’s helping us from Guelph with baseline reports. 
Bianca is trying to keep up with Bob as we race around the 
countryside talking to landowners, meeting accountants 
and especially getting our forestry inventories up to speed. 
She’s written  6 environmental sensitivity reports in the last 
six weeks and is now working hard to get funding 
applications in  to Wildlife Habitat Canada. 

Thank you 
Alex Cowan and Tom Waechter as retiring directors have 
helped us with our trails, but both are now too tied up at 
work to help. Haiyun Wang supported us financially and by 
getting our message out. We welcome Ted and Saba back 
to the board. Melissa Allen has joined us with her 
experience at Desjardins Financial. She’s helping us help 
you avoid capital gains. You can help us add a new 
reserve every month. We’re the largest Ontario-
focussed land trust. 
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Trafelet Nature Reserve 
Sauble Falls Joe Trafelet is the last surviving 

member of the family on title. He’s related through 
marriage to the Westenberg and McSporran familes who 
donated reserves earlier. Trafelet is a great wetland 
property near Sauble Falls and right on the Parkway just 
south of the Falls. It’s a long, narrow 68 acres which 
almost reaches the Rankin River. To the north and east 
the land is owned by the Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authority while Sauble Falls Provincial Park is nearbly. 
Across the Rankin and closer to Boat Lake is our 500-
acre Ottewell Reserve. Thank you Joe! 

Name Occupation Role City 
        
Saba Ahmad lawyer v.chair Toronto 
Melissa Allen financial services director Toronto 
Ted Cowan retired director Toronto 
Gordon Edwards retired physician director Chatsworth 
Marg Gaviller school trustee director Owen Sound 
Miriam Henriques ret. educator chair Toronto 
Roy Jeffery doctor director Little Current 
Dan King financial services treasurer Toronto 

Gillian Leitch  director Toronto 

Bob Patrick ret. civil servant director Oakville 
Gene Threndyle gardener director Toronto 
Robert Wilson lawyer director Toronto 
Linda Willson ret. educator director Gore Bay          
Novina Wong information director Toronto 

Fair Triad can help you and EBC at the same 

time. Their web site offers you the ability to donate 
unwanted items with EBC getting the proceeds. Let’s 
say you have tools or furniture you no longer need. You 
list it on the Fair Triad site. They get it listed on Kijjiji for 
you. When someone buys it the cash goes to EBC while 
you get an income tax receipt for the full value. CRA has 
given us a letter approving the project. This can be your 
opportunity to clean house, and make space for your car 
in the garage. It’s a lot easier than standing around 
running a garage sale. You’ll likely get a higher price by 
offering it to a wide market. Purchasers will pay more 
knowing the proceeds go to conserve land. Remember 
that every $50 allows us to secure another acre which 
protects $1,800 of eoo services every year. 
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 Anne Carey donated a beautiful 
stretch of the Maitland River 

Just upstream from Ben Miller, this 52-acre reserve has 
a deep gorge. South and across the river, Nature 
Conservancy has  major reserve. Together, we’ve 
created a bigger piece of protected habitat. The Maitland 
Trail goes right through our new reserve so it will be well 
appreciated by the public. Anne and Glen live right next 
door and protect almost a full additional kilometer of the 
River, so they will be effective stewards. Now we have 
four reserves down in our southwest corner near 
Goderich. Thank you Anne and Glen!!! 

Our New Web Site: Escarpment.ca 
Thanks to months of hard work by Paul Cassel and Arni 
Mikelsons our new improved web site is up and active. 
Please join us for a look. We’ve set it up with easy entries 
for visitors who wish to: 
• Donate land 
• Visit our reserves 
• Find out how nature provides important services 
• Help by donating time or money 
Our new web site will welcome those who see our Google 
Ads. We must get our message out to a broader audience. 
We need to strengthen our ability to accept and steward 
new reserves. We have fantastic reserves to visit, but too 
few know they exist and where they are. We need local 
supporters to help with stewarding and trail building. 
Mention our new site on YOUR social media. 

Richard Ottewell has donated a small reserve 

right on the Huron shore south of Goderich. This is already 
a popular place where locals can walk down to the shore. 
Richard previously protected 100 acres on the Nine Mile 
River and five hundred acres near Boat Lake. The 
development potential of the new reserve meant it was 
valued at almost a million dollars. We certainly appreciate 
this opportunity to protect urban Great Lakes shoreline. 
Come and visit beautiful Goderichl. Thank you Richard! 

Hanna Jowett has been helping with 

messaging. She’s an outdoor educator and former 
teacher so her volunteer efforts have been a great 
asset. She’s getting pictures ready for our new website. 
Our Facebook and.Instagram accounts are now getting 
the attention they deserve. Thank you Hanna 
 

Jose Gamez  is back volunteering after  

completing his masters. His thesis is on how our Metro 
parks and the City’s rules affect the habitat of various 
bumblebee species. He’s submitted EBC’s reserves to 
Google so they show up when people look at maps. 
This will help our friends and new supporters find our 
places where they can get out and enjoy nature. These 
same maps will help our website. Thank you Jose. 
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34 Projects now 
Underway including 

 
Near Durham: a 130-acre agreement on both sides of the 
Saugeen River including a retreat centre. 
 
Near Oliphant: a 97 acre property on the Rankin River 
 
Near Port Elgin: a 9-acre property with old shoreline and a 
creek 
 
Near Kemble: 70 acres with dramatic Escarpment 
 
Near Meaford: 95 acres along Minniehill Creek 
 
Near Pine Tree Harbour: 40 acres of shoreline and alvar 
 
Near Johnson’s Harbour: 100 acres 
 
Near Brantford: 50 acres with wetland 
 
Near Rockwood: 100 acres with wetland 
 
Near Georgetown: 15 acres with wetland,  

Facebook EBC has reached 1088 “followers” thanks to 
a great effort by Laura Brodey to keep our site current. Get 
regular updates. Visit us at  
Facebook.com/EscarpmentBiosphereConservancy 

We need Trail Builders  call Bob at 888 815-9575 

 

200 ACRES in Kolopore Forest 
 

Long-term friends have decided to list their property with a 
great solar powered home. It’s right in the heart of the Niagara 
Escarpment on Mill Creek and has a tributary running right 
beside the house. Mount Dhalageri with its rock outcrop is 
located right on the property. They would like to find the right 
owner to continue to steward the land. We are working on a 
conservation agreement to preclude severances, bad forestry, 
quarries and gravel pits. Your cost will be reduced to account 
for the conservation agreement. You can be the steward of 
an extremely important part of the Niagara Escarpment. 
 

Want a Cottage? 
 

We have a plan: Our cottage at Alvar Bay, near Tobermory, 
has solar power, three kilometres of untouched Lake Huron 
shoreline and it’s very quiet; more than a kilometre away from 
any neighbour. If you like nature, we have more birds than the 
nearby bird observatory, lots of rattlesnakes and even a few 
bears. We share the cottage with a maximum of ten families. 
You pay an entry fee, a fraction of the property taxes and 
maintenance and get to go up every year. You can help us 
look after 350 acres and get a solo view across to Michigan.  If 
you like globally-rare alvars, you’ll be in the right place. If 
waves crashing on shore rock you to sleep, you’ve found 
paradise. Let us offer you a free weekend to try it out! 

Kim Page and Lois Palmer have donated a 299-

acre conservation agreement touching Minniehill Creek. They have noted 
many important species on their land, south of Meaford including 
Cerulean Warbler and Golden Eagle, both new to EBC. This has 
boosted our “rare” species list to 58. We certainly appreciate their 
willingness to restrict development on their land. They have introduced us 
the their neighbours and we now have another large agreement well 
underway. Thank you!!  

 



Close the Gap!  Most of the LaCloche Mountain Range has 

been conserved by Ontario Parks, like Killarney and Nature Reserves 
together with the Whitefish River First Nation. The Voyageur Trail extends 
from Sault Ste. Marie almost to Sudbury. We need to get this section on 
the Heaven’s Gate trail open. The new reserve will support protection of a 
dozen of Ontario’s rare species including Bald Eagle, Peregrine Falcon, 
Cougar, Snapping Turtle, Blanding’s Turtle, Northern Map Turtle, Eastern 
Musk Turtle, Milksnake, Eastern Wood Peewee, Whippoorwill, Least 
Bittern, and our “signature” species, the Monarch Butterfly.  Each acre of 
mountain is costing us only $702 dollars. We hope that you will help us 
close the ecological and funding gaps and help this project become a 

reality. You can do it! 
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WILLISVILLE MOUNTAIN NOW OPEN. 

Come and climb the mountain. Just park beside Highway 6 on the Willisville Road. We certainly 
appreciate he support of the Bay of Islands community and the Laidlaw Foundation to complement 
Ted Cowan’s efforts. Together this great team got the project over the top. We had a fun ceremony on June 21 including 
a community party in Whitefish Falls. We’ve marked out an easier route around the back so you can avoid the steep climb 
up the front. The view is just as spectacular. Try to plan your summer around a trip up to see what the Group of Seven 
painted. Many thanks to the many helpful people at Vale and over 
200 donors! 

 
 

You, EBC & Climate Change 
Addressing climate change is much like 
addressing other environmental challenges.  
There are three approaches, related, but not 
closely, to the three R’s; they are the three D’s: 
1           Deny 
2           Dither and Delay, or 
3           Do! 
EBC suggests that we ‘Do!’  So revisit the three 
R’s.  Reduce energy use.  Re-Use and Recycle 

everything possible.  And then onto the three D’s.  Skip the Deny and the Dither, governments are doing 
that for you.  There are some simple things we can and should do.  Eat less, particularly feedlot beef.  
Drive less and drive more efficiently.  And most consequentially for people in the west, limit flying as 
emissions of CO2 are 90 kg per passenger per km.  A round trip across the Atlantic releases almost 
exactly 1 tonne of CO2 per passenger.  Plus water vapour. 
You can offset your carbon.  EBC can help.   Donate and you know EBC will secure and steward land.  
$100 and we will secure an acre.  The acre will sequester 1.5 tonnes per year.  For each ten hours in the 
air and each 20,000 kms in a car, you have an extra tonne to account for.  Let this help guide your giving.  
And EBC is working hard to develop new ways for you to help conserve land and sequester carbon.   
More news in the spring! 


